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Beholding the Glory
of God’s Supremacy

I. Introduction: Need to Know God

In The Knowledge of the Holy, A. W. Tozer writes, *. . . the Chiristian
conception of God current in these middle years of the 20th
century [written in 1961] is so decadent as 1o be utterly beneath

the dignity of the Most High God and actually to constitute for
professed believers something amounting to a moral calamity”

(p. 20). “So necessary to the Church is a lofty concept of God that
when that concept in any measure declines, the Church with her
worship and her moral standards declines along with it. The first
step down for any church is taken when it surrenders its high opinion
of God. . . We do the greatest service 1o the next generation of
Christians by passing on to them undimmed and undiminished that
noble concept of God which we received from our Hebrew and
Christian fathers of generations past” (p. 22).

With Tozer's sober commments now in mind, permit me to offer to

you this proposal; There is one particular conception of God, one
comprehensive vision, as it were, of who God is, that is at one and
the same time both the bedrock of a truly biblical, glorious, worship-
inspiring view of God, yet it is an understanding that is barely known
among evangelicalism, or worse, decried and denied outright by
other popular misconceptions of God. So here we have it — there is
a conception of God absolutely fundamental to understanding God
rightly, yet it is unknown or denied in much of the evangelical church.

What is this fundamental, bedrock conception? It is the attribute of
the self-sufficiency of God.

IT. Understanding God’s Self-sufficiency

A. Definition of Divine Self-sufficiency

Positively Stated: God possesses within himself, intrinsically and
eternally, every quality in infinite measure.

Negatively stated: God has no need for anything outside of who
God is, in and of himself. God needs nothing apart from himself, for
he possesses every quality within himself.



B. Key Elements of the Definition

1.

God possesses every quality that there is
All goodness, all beauty, all knowledge, all wisdom, all
power, all holiness, all fruth.

. God possesses these qualities within himself, intrinsically

As those qualities that make up his essential nature, and not
by derivation from some supposed external source.

God possesses these qualities eternally

He never has lacked nor will he ever lack any quality, but for
all eternity these qualities have been his and his alone.

God possesses these qualities in infinife measure

There simply is no limit, No boundary, No restriction that applies
fo them.

III. Scriptural Teaching
A. Isaiah 40:12-17

B. Psalm 50

C. Acts 17:24-25

D. Others: 1 Cor 4:7; Rom 11:33-36; James 1:17

IV. Implications of God’s Self-Sufficiency

A. General Implications in Light of God’s Self-Sufficiency

Consider: Because God is infinitely and eternally full, rich, joyous,
and satisfied, i.e., because God is fully self-sufficient:

1.

God does not need the glorious creation he has made,
either in whole or any part, including his creation of human
beings. As humbling as it is true, God does not need us
(Isa 40; Acts 17:25).

. God does not need anything from us; he needs no help,

no gifts, no service, no fellowship (Acts 17:25). Though he
commands our obedience and calls us to service, he
needs nothing that we are or have to offer.

God cannot receive anything from us that is not previously,
rightfully, and entirely his and his alone (Acts 17:25; Jas 1:17).
In fact, this is so much the case that God is both dishonored
and offended when we approach him as if he needs what
we have fo bring him, as if we can give him something that
he lacks (Ps 50).



4. Every good and perfect qift, necessarily, is from him and
him alone (Acts 17:25; Jas 1:17). Imagine this: there is no fruth
thought, no good work, no disceming word, no talent, no
ability, no gifting that is not from him. For every quality that
exists in creation, and in your lives and mine, is there at all, and
is there fo the scope and extent that it is, only because God,
in his grace and kindness, has granted this to us. While God
possess all that he has — all that there is — intrinsically, in contrast,
we have what we have - all that we have - by derivation. We
owe him everything for all that we have and enjoy.

5. God alone is worthy of all honor, glory, praise, adoration, love,
devotion, obedience and worship (Isa 42:8; 1 Cor 10:31).

B. Key Questions that Arise because of God'’s Self-Sufficiency

1. Why are we here? What is our purpose?

Not what | learned in SS. The answer is NOT that God was lonely
and needed fellowship. Ps 50 — he's offended and dishonored
fo think so.

Rather, particularly in relatfion to his people, the answer is this:
though he doesn't need us, he loves us, and the purpose in
creating and saving us is not that we might fill up some lack in
him, but that he might fill us up with himself. He made us empty
1o be filled with his fullness, thirsty to drink of the water of life, weak
1o receive his strength, foolish to be corrected by his wisdom.

In his love, he longs to give, to share the bounty. He wants us to
experience in finite measure the fullness of joy and blessings that
he knows infinitely—alll to redound to the praise and glory of his
name, the Giver and Provider of all the good we enjoy.

C. S. Lewis in, The Problem of Pain, says that God’s love is not like
ours, helping another while needing 1o be helped ourselves. No,
God’s love, says Lewis, is “bottomlessly selfless, by very definition;
it has everything to give and nothing fo receive.”

2. Why does God demand our obedience?

Because he loves us, and he knows that our only true joy is
found when we follow in his ways. His commmandments lead

us to life. His demands are given as a Lover. C. S. Lewis, again,
says concerning the commandments of God, “Those divine
demands, which sound to our natural ears most like those of a
despot and least like those of a lover, in fact marshal us where
we would want to go if we knew what we wanted.” And, his
sermon, “The Weight of Glory” makes the same point. We are far
too easily satisfied. God calls us 1o life, and this is found only in
obedience to his will and ways.



3. Why does God enlist our service?

Psalm 100:2 and Acts 17:25 — how fo put these together? He
doesn’t need our service, so his call for us to serve is a call to
participate in the privilege and joy of the ministry of grace

that flows from him, into us and then through us, info the lives
of others. We can take no credit. All we have is a gift from him,
and he gives us what we have to be used in service fo others.
God is so sharefull He is so generous! Rather than just doing
the work unilaterally, he devises a plan by which intends 1o see
his work done in and through others, by calling and equipping
them. We have absolutely no basis for boasting, either before
God or others. Human pride is utterly shattered, it is devastated,
when we understand in the depths of our souls the infinite and
intrinsic fullness that is God’s alone for all etemnity. It not only is
not about us; it is not of us, or from us, or because of us! All that
we are—every quality that we possess; all that we have—every
good and worthwhile characteristic; and all that we can do—
every ability, both in its kind and in its degree — all are gifts to us
from God. We simply cannot rightfully take credit for anything.

4, Why does God call us fo pray?

Does God benefit from our prayers? Does he learn new things?
Think of it, in Matt 6, in light of Jesus telling us not to worry since
the Father already knows what we need, you might think that
he'd teach regarding prayer, “*don’t bother.” But God invented
prayer as a fool, a mechanism, for drawing us close to

him, in sensed dependency, frust, hope, faith, love, longing,
anficipation. It is for relationship—for our relationship with him!

5. Why does he require our worship?

a. Itis our highest duty to worship God alone, for in him
alone is the fullness of infinite perfection. Hence, Isa 42:8;
1 Cor 10:31.

b. Itis our greatest delight 1o worship God alone, for from
him alone do we receive the fullness of everlasting joy
and satisfaction. Hence, Isa 55:1-3; John 15:11.

c. Itis our ultimate desfiny to worship God alone, for fo him
alone are we drawn to know the intimacy of his glorious
presence. Hence, Isaiah 11:9; John 17:24,

Conclusion

Marvel at the glory of God's supremacy

Be humbled by the glory of God's supremacy

Find your true joy & satisfaction in the glory of God's supremacy
Love, obey and worship God fo the glory of God’s supremacy




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


