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The 
Church:

Why 
Does It 
Matter?

The Church according to 
George Barna

• “Church on the Green”
• “Both were born again Christians 

who had eliminated church life from 
their busy schedules.”

• “David is a revolutionary Christian.  
His life reflects the very ideals and 
principles that characterized the life 
and purpose of Jesus Christ and 
that advance the Kingdom of God—
despite the fact that David rarely 
attends church services.”

The Church according to 
George Barna

• “How is the Local Church Doing?”
• Survey findings about “the 77 

million born again American 
Christians”

• He admits that “one of the greatest 
frustrations of my life has been the 
disconnection between what our 
research consistently shows about 
churched Christians and what the 
Bible calls us to be.”

• “If the local church is the hope of 
the world, then the world has no 
hope.”

The Church according to 
George Barna

• His solution?
• A Revolution
• “Millions of people who are 

growing as Christians and 
passionate about their faith 
have come to recognize that 
the local church is not—and 
need not be—the epicenter of 
their spiritual adventure.”

The Church according to 
George Barna

• What does he propose?
• Macro-models (all-inclusive faith 

communities):  
– house-churches
– cyber-churches

• Micro-models (narrowly focused 
assemblies):  
– independent worship events that 

feature a “worship gypsy” playing 
extended sets of worship music

– marketplace fellowships
– coaching communities
– narrowcast Internet based faith groups
– parachurch ministries

The Primary Causes of the Drift 
from a Church-centered Life

• From Outside the Church
– The Pursuit of Materialism

– The Busyness of Modern Life

– The Over-commitment of the 
Family

– The Quest for Self-fulfillment

– The Cry for Egalitarianism & 
Individualism
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The Primary Causes of the Drift 
from a Church-centered Life

• From Within the Professing 
Church 

– The Anonymity of the Mega-
church

– The Rise of the Seeker-sensitive 
Church

– The Rise & Influence of Para-
church Ministries

The Primary Causes of the Drift 
from a Church-centered Life

• From Within the Professing Church 
– The Decline of Expository Preaching

• a) The church isn’t fed, so people wander 
off looking for something else.

• b) The church has a weak theological 
base or none at all, so people are 
susceptible to error.

• c) The church doesn’t understand God’s 
plan and program, so it continually tries 
to reinvent itself.

The Reasons the Church Matters

• The Example of the NT 
believers

– Acts 2:41-47
– Acts 4:32-35
– Acts 6:1-7
– Acts 11:19-26

The Reasons the Church Matters
• The Teaching & Pattern of the Apostles

– They established churches.
• Acts 14:21-23 -- After they had preached the 

gospel to that city and had made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 
Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the 
souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 
continue in the faith, and saying, "Through 
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom 
of God."  When they had appointed elders for 
them in every church, having prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed.

• Acts 20:17 - From Miletus he sent to Ephesus 
and called to him the elders of the church.

• 1 Cor. 4:17 - For this reason I have sent to 
you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful 
child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my 
ways which are in Christ, just as I teach 
everywhere in every church.

The Reasons the Church Matters
• The Teaching & Pattern of the 

Apostles
– They ministered to churches 

• Acts 15:41 – [Paul] was traveling through 
Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the 
churches.

• Acts 16:4-5 - while they were passing 
through the cities, they were delivering the 
decrees which had been decided upon by 
the apostles and elders who were in 
Jerusalem, for them to observe.  So the 
churches were being strengthened in the 
faith, and were increasing in number daily.

• 1 Cor. 7:17 - Only, as the Lord has assigned 
to each one, as God has called each, in this 
manner let him walk. And so I direct in all 
the churches.

The Reasons the Church Matters
• The Teaching & Pattern of the 

Apostles
– They wrote the NT to churches or to 

leaders of churches.
• 1 Cor. 1:2 - To the church of God which is 

at Corinth
• Gal. 1:2 - To the churches of Galatia.
• Phil. 1:1 - To all the saints in Christ Jesus 

who are in Philippi, including the overseers 
and deacons.

• 1 Th. 1:1 – To the church of the 
Thessalonians

• 2 Th. 1:1 - To the church of the 
Thessalonians

• 3 John 9 - I wrote something to the church.
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The Reasons the Church Matters

• The Teaching & Pattern of the 
Apostles
– Their greatest concern was for 

individual local churches.
• 2 Cor. 11:28 - Apart from such 

external things, there is the daily 
pressure on me of concern for all the 
churches.

The Reasons the Church Matters
• The Commands of the NT

– To assemble for worship
• Heb. 10:24-25 - let us consider how to stimulate 

one another to love and good deeds, not 
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another; and 
all the more as you see the day drawing near.

– To give through the church
• 1 Cor. 16:1-2 - Now concerning the collection for 

the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, 
so do you also.  On the first day of every week 
each one of you is to put aside and save, as he 
may prosper, so that no collections be made 
when I come.

– To use our spiritual gift within the church
• 1 Pet. 4:10 - As each one has received a special 

gift, employ it in serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God.

The Reasons the Church Matters

• The Priority of Christ
– He promised to build the church.

• Matt. 16:13-18

– He planned to carry out his work in 
this age through the church.
• Eph. 3:1-11

– He purchased the church with his 
own blood.
• Acts 20:28 - "shepherd the church of God 

which He purchased with His own blood.

The Reasons the Church Matters

• The Priority of Christ
– He loves the church.

• Eph. 5:25 - Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself up for her.

– He currently works on behalf of 
the church.
• Eph. 5:25-27
• Eph. 5:29-32

The Reasons the Church Matters

• The Priority of Christ
– His last communication was to local 

congregations.
• Rev. 1:11 - "Write in a book what you see, 

and send it to the seven churches: to 
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum
and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to 
Philadelphia and to Laodicea."

• Rev. 2-3 – the letters to the seven churches 
of Asia Minor

• Rev. 22:16 - "I, Jesus, have sent My angel 
to testify to you these things for the 
churches. I am the root and the descendant 
of David, the bright morning star."

Matthew 16:18

"I also say to you that you are 
Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build My church; and 

the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it.”


