
1

GodGod’’s Perfect Judgments Perfect Judgment
Romans 2:1Romans 2:1--1616

Sin is a disease which pervades and runs Sin is a disease which pervades and runs 
through every part of our moral constitution through every part of our moral constitution 
and every faculty of our minds.  The and every faculty of our minds.  The 
understanding, the affections, the reasoning understanding, the affections, the reasoning 
powers, the will, are all more or less infected.  powers, the will, are all more or less infected.  
Even the conscience is so blinded that it cannot Even the conscience is so blinded that it cannot 
be depended on as a sure guide, and is likely to be depended on as a sure guide, and is likely to 
lead men wrong as right, unless it is lead men wrong as right, unless it is 
enlightened by the Holy Ghostenlightened by the Holy Ghost……The disease The disease 
may be veiled under a thin covering of courtesy, may be veiled under a thin covering of courtesy, 
politeness, good manners, and outward politeness, good manners, and outward 
decorum; but it lies deep down in the decorum; but it lies deep down in the 
constitution.constitution.

I admit fully that man has many grand and I admit fully that man has many grand and 
noble faculties left about him, and that in arts noble faculties left about him, and that in arts 
and sciences and literature he shows immense and sciences and literature he shows immense 
capacity.  But the fact still remains that in capacity.  But the fact still remains that in 
spiritual things he is utterly spiritual things he is utterly ““dead,dead,”” and has no and has no 
natural knowledge, or love, or fear of God.  His natural knowledge, or love, or fear of God.  His 
best things are so interwoven and intermingled best things are so interwoven and intermingled 
with corruption that the contrast only brings with corruption that the contrast only brings 
out into sharper relief the truth and extent of out into sharper relief the truth and extent of 
The Fall.The Fall.

J.C. Ryle, Holiness; pp. 4-5 

I.  GodI.  God’’s Perfect Judgment is s Perfect Judgment is InescapableInescapable. . (vv. 1(vv. 1--3)3)

If one has enough knowledge to judge others, he If one has enough knowledge to judge others, he 
is is selfself--condemncondemn because he has enough because he has enough 
knowledge to judge his own true knowledge to judge his own true conditioncondition..

GodGod’’s judgment is perfect and perfectly justified s judgment is perfect and perfectly justified 
because man has a knowledge of because man has a knowledge of right andright and
wrongwrong..

The hypocritical, selfThe hypocritical, self--righteous man who passes righteous man who passes 
judgment upon those who practice the sinful judgment upon those who practice the sinful 
things that he himself practices brings things that he himself practices brings greatergreater
judgmentjudgment on himself.on himself.

II. GodII. God’’s Judgment is s Judgment is RighteousRighteous. (vv. 4. (vv. 4--11) 11) 

GodGod’’s wrath/judgment reveals His s wrath/judgment reveals His righteousnessrighteousness..

Isaiah 3:10Isaiah 3:10--1111

Say to the righteous that it will go well Say to the righteous that it will go well 
with them, with them, For they will eat the fruit of For they will eat the fruit of 
their actionstheir actions.  Woe to the wicked! It will .  Woe to the wicked! It will 
go badly with him, For what he deserves go badly with him, For what he deserves 
will be done to him.will be done to him.
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Jeremiah 17:10Jeremiah 17:10

I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, 
Even to give to each man according to his Even to give to each man according to his 
waysways, , According to the results of his deeds.According to the results of his deeds.

Matthew 16:27Matthew 16:27

For the Son of Man is going to come in the For the Son of Man is going to come in the 
glory of His Father with His angels; glory of His Father with His angels; and will and will 
then recompense every man according to his then recompense every man according to his 
deeds.deeds.

QuestionQuestion –– If salvation is wholly by faith, then how If salvation is wholly by faith, then how 
do works enter the picture?  Scripture says that we do works enter the picture?  Scripture says that we 
will be judged by our works?  Are these not in will be judged by our works?  Are these not in 
opposition with one another?opposition with one another?

Answer Answer -- Ephesians 2:8Ephesians 2:8--1010

II. GodII. God’’s Judgment is s Judgment is RighteousRighteous. (vv. 4. (vv. 4--11) 11) 

GodGod’’s wrath/judgment reveals His s wrath/judgment reveals His righteousnessrighteousness..

The life that is saved by faith is to give The life that is saved by faith is to give evidenceevidence
of that salvation by doing Godof that salvation by doing God’’s work.s work.

OutwardOutward godly works are the evidence of godly works are the evidence of innerinner
faith.faith.

PaulPaul’’s point is that a person who s point is that a person who possessespossesses the the 
life of God will life of God will reflectreflect the true character of God, the true character of God, 
and it is on the basis of that reflected godly and it is on the basis of that reflected godly 
character that he will be judged.character that he will be judged.

III. GodIII. God’’s Judgment is s Judgment is ImpartialImpartial. (vv.12. (vv.12--15)15)

Those who have GodThose who have God’’s natural revelation in s natural revelation in 
creation, as well as the witness of right and creation, as well as the witness of right and 
wrong in their hearts and conscience, they are wrong in their hearts and conscience, they are 
guilty and will be held accountableguilty and will be held accountable –– they they 
will be judged!will be judged!

James 1:23James 1:23--2424

For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 
doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural 
face in a mirror; for once he has looked at face in a mirror; for once he has looked at 
himself and gone away, he has immediately himself and gone away, he has immediately 
forgotten what kind of person he was.forgotten what kind of person he was.
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IV. Application: IV. Application: ThreeThree Truths of GodTruths of God’’s Judgment s Judgment 
(v. 16)(v. 16)

GodGod’’s judgment will include the s judgment will include the secrets of secrets of 
menmen’’s heartss hearts..

Psalm 139:1Psalm 139:1--66

GodGod’’s judgment will take s judgment will take place through Jesus place through Jesus 
ChristChrist..

John 5:21John 5:21--22; 2622; 26--2727

For the genuine believer Jesus Christ is not For the genuine believer Jesus Christ is not 
JudgeJudge but but SaviorSavior!!

GodGod’’s judgment is s judgment is part of the Good Newspart of the Good News!!
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