
Beholding the god  
of Redemptive-Covenantal love 
(Isaiah 43:1-7)
dR. BRuCe a. WaRe 
Professor of Christian Theology, Southern Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky 
..................................................................................................

i. intRoduCtion:   
God’s Love as Complex, not Simple

 Universal Love 
  (John 3:16; Matt 5:43-48)

 Redemptive-Covenantal Love 
  (Eph 1:5; Rom 9:13; Eph 5:25)

ii. god’s Redemptive-Covenantal love extolled

 A. God’s Redemptive-Covenantal Formation on His People Established  
  (Isaiah 43:1)

 B. God’s Redemptive-Covenantal Commitment to His People Expressed 
  (Isaiah 43:2)



 C. God’s Redemptive-Covenantal Love for His People Expanded 
  (Isaiah 43:3-4)

 D. God’s Redemptive-Covenantal Pledge to His People Extended 
  (Isaiah 43:5-6)

 E. God’s Redemptive-Covenantal End for His People Extolled  
  (Isaiah 43:7)

III. ConClusIon

A. The Problem of Evil vs. The Problem of Goodness.  
The former is the big problem as we see things, but the latter is the real problem 
that God faces.  How can God show kindness and goodness to those who deserve 
only his everlasting judgment?  That he sends rain on the just and the unjust is re-
markable enough (universal love), but far more remarkable is the love (redemptive-
covenantal love) he shows his elect in Christ.  Marvel at the Problem of Goodness 
and how God has designed to show favor – even everlasting, saving favor –  to those 
who deserve only his condemnation.

B. Embrace this special love, this redemptive-covenantal love  
of God for His own.  
Be humbled by it, be filled with joy over it, and be empowered to live lives that 
express the depth of our dependence upon and gratitude for such unspeakably 
lavish, costly, and undeserved love.


