
The Word Became Flesh

John 20:30-31 and John 1:1-18
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Significant Happenings

• Antiochus Epiphanes - profaned the temple

• Maccabees - not just spiritual leaders but political

• Diaspora

• Strong Exalted Emperors with God-like powers

• Emergence of Philosophies - Platoism, Gnosticism

• Spread of the Greek Language - Greek Septuagint

• Dilution of Judaism

• Apocryphal Writings 

• Rise of Sects within Judaism
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The Purpose of the Gospel of John
John 20:30-31
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John 20:30-31

Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in 
the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; 

but these have been written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing you may have life in His name. 
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John 20:31
but these have 
been written 
so that you 
may believe 
that Jesus is 
the Christ, the 
Son of God; 
and that 
believing you 
may have life in 
His name. 
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but these have 
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The Word Introduced

John 1:1-18
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1.  What was the significance of the “Word”?

• To the Greeks - from philosophy, “the mind of God 
controlling this world and all men”

• To the Jews - from Scripture, the spoken expression 
of God accomplishing His purposes.
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2.  Who was the Word?

• The Word was Jesus Christ - v. 14

• The Word was eternal - v. 1, 2

• The Word was face-to-face with God - v. 1

• The Word was God - v. 1

• The Word was the Creator - v. 3

• The Word was self-existent - v. 4
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• The incarnate Word became flesh and lived among 
people - v. 14	


• The incarnate Word shined light and truth in the 
darkness - v. 5	


• The incarnate Word brought the grace of God -     
v. 14, 16-17

• The incarnate Word revealed the Father to us -     
v. 18
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4.  What did John the Baptist do?

• John the Baptist preceded the Word made flesh as a 
witness of the light - v. 6-8

• John the Baptist followed the eternal Word in 
humility - v. 15
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5.  What was the response to the incarnate 
Word?

31Sunday, September 2, 12



5.  What was the response to the incarnate 
Word?

• The world could not comprehend the incarnate 
Word? - v. 5, 10

31Sunday, September 2, 12



5.  What was the response to the incarnate 
Word?

• The world could not comprehend the incarnate 
Word? - v. 5, 10

• The Jews did not receive the incarnate Word? - v. 11

31Sunday, September 2, 12



5.  What was the response to the incarnate 
Word?

• The world could not comprehend the incarnate 
Word? - v. 5, 10

• The Jews did not receive the incarnate Word? - v. 11

• The elect of God received the incarnate Word as 
enabled by the will of God?
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Implications for us

1.  The Gospel of John is for believers - These have 
been written that you may be believing (present 
tense).  The Gospel of John is written to strengthen 
our faith in our loving and gracious Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.
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Implications for us

2.  The Gospel of John is for unbelievers - “But as 
many as received Him...become children of 
God” (John 1:12); “whoever believes will in Him have 
eternal life” (John 3:15); “whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16);  
“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he 
who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the 
wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:36) 
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John 20:31
but these have 
been written 
so that you 
may believe 
that Jesus is 
the Christ, the 
Son of God; 
and that 
believing you 
may have life in 
His name. 

You may “be believing”

ΙΧΘΥΣFISH
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