
The Authority of Scripture 
 



Attributes of Scripture 

Authority 

Clarity (Perspicuity) 

Necessity 

Sufficiency 



“The question has been repeatedly asked: What is it about the Bible that 
has caused it to receive such tremendous recognition – world-wide and 
enduring – from people of various temperaments and civilizations, and 
to beget in its adherents a devotion to the extent of martyrdom itself? 
What is the secret of the Bible‟s appeal? In itself it is a strange 
phenomenon that a history of the struggles and the sins of the kings and 
the priests of an ancient and feeble nation should have a compelling 
fascination even for the children of our day. And men ask themselves 
what possible meaning the story of a religious Teacher of Jewry and 
His little band of twelve fishermen can have for our day. If the Bible 
were merely a collection of ancient tales, not to say legends, the 
imposing structure of the Christian Church, with all its beneficent 
enterprises, would rest upon a foundation of sand. If the Bible were 
merely a classic, it could be of interest, but there would be no 
explanation of its power over the hearts of men. That the Bible is a 
Book of interest and of beauty and of moral force, few would care to 
deny. But that it is more than this seems abundantly self-evident.” 

R. Laird Harris 



Authority Defined 

“The authority of Scripture 
means that all the words in 
Scripture are God’s words in 
such a way that to disbelieve or 
disobey any word of Scripture 
is to disbelieve or disobey God.”  

    Grudem 



Authority Defined 
As creator and source of all truth, God has the 
right to command belief and obedience from all 
human beings… All Scripture is historically 
authoritative, that is, it tells us correctly what 
God expected or required from specific persons at 
particular times and places. Some of Scripture is 
also normatively authoritative. That means that 
those parts of Scripture are to be applied and 
obeyed in the same fashion in which they were 
originally given.   

Erickson 



Authority Defined 

By authority of the Bible we mean 
that the Bible, as the expression of 
God’s will to us, possesses the right 
supremely to define what we are to 
believe and how we are to conduct 
ourselves.    

Erickson 



Internal Evidence for the  
Authority of God’s Word 

1. When the prophet says, “Thus says the 
Lord.” 

2. God is often said to speak “through” the 
prophet. 

3. The New Testament claims that “all 
Scripture is inspired.” 2 Timothy 3:16 

 



Theories of Inspiration 

The Intuition Theory  

The Illumination Theory 

The Dynamic Theory 

The Dictation Theory 

The Verbal Theory 

The Partial Inspiration Theory 

Neo-orthodox Theory 



Inspiration Defined 

“plenary inspiration” – plenary means 
“full” – It indicates the belief that the 
Bible is fully inspired. Charles Hodge in 
his well known Systematic Theology 
says he means by this that the Bible is 
all from God; it is the word of God  
in toto, and there is no admixture of 
human error in its production.  



Inspiration Defined 
“verbal inspiration” – is often used to declare 
that God superintended the very choice of the 
words in the Holy Volume so that it may be 
truly said to be entirely God‟s word without 
admixture of human error. This may also be 
expressed by insisting that the Bible is „true 
throughout‟ or by specifying that it is without 
error in fact, doctrine, or judgment.  

                                            R. Laird Harris 



Inspiration Defined 

The act of the Holy Spirit in which He 
superintended the writers of Scripture so that, 
while writing according to their own styles and 
personalities, they produced God‟s Word 
written, authoritative, trustworthy, and free 
from error in the original writings... the 
inspiration of Scripture extends to the actual 
words (verbal) and to every part of the entire 
(plenary) Bible. 

       Paul Enns  



Internal Evidence for the  
Authority of God’s Word 

4. The New Testament claims prophecy was 
accomplished through the work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

5. The New Testament quotes from the Old 
Testament as authoritative. 

6. The claims of the apostles. 

7. Jesus testified to the authority of the Scriptures. 



He (Jesus) never hesitated to correct their (Pharisees‟) 
misunderstandings or misinterpretations of the Bible, but He 
never challenged or corrected their view of the nature of 
Scripture. He merely disagreed with their interpretations of the 
Bible, or the traditions they had added to the content of the 
Scriptures themselves… He (Jesus) spoke of the authority and 
permanence of the Scripture: “the Scripture cannot be broken” 
(John 10:35); “until heaven and earth disappear, not the 
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished” 
(Matt. 5:18). Two objects were regarded as sacred in the Israel 
of Jesus‟ day, the temple and the Scriptures. He (Jesus) did not 
hesitate to point out the transiency of the former, for not one 
stone would be left upon another (Matt. 24:2). There is, 
therefore, a striking contrast between his attitude toward the 
Scriptures and his attitude toward the temple.”              Erickson 



External Evidence 

1. Unique in its circulation 

2. Unique in its consistency 

3. Unique in its translation 

4. Fulfilled prophecy 

5. Historical accuracy 

6. Changed lives 
 



God Establishes the Authority  
of His Word 

IV. The authority of the Holy Scripture, for 
which it ought to be believed, and obeyed, 
depends not upon the testimony of any 
man, or Church; but wholly upon God 
(who is truth itself) the author thereof: and 
therefore it is to be received, because it is 
the Word of God.   

Westminster Confession of Faith 



God Establishes the Authority  
of His Word 

“Then the article states the sole reason why the Bible 
ought to be believed and obeyed: because God, who 
is truth itself, is in a unique sense its author, and 
therefore because it is the very Word of the one 
living and true God. In sum, it receives its authority 
from heaven; it requires no earthly advocacy in 
regard to the issue of its authority. Its authority is 
intrinsic and inherent; that is, it is self-validating.  
In no sense is its authority derived from human 
testimony.”                                      Dr. Robert Reymond   



Rejecting the Authority  
of God’s Word 

Matthew 13:13-15 
Romans 1:21 
Romans 11:8 
2 Corinthians 4:4 
 John 5:38-40 
Romans 3:10-11 
 1 Corinthians 2:14 

 
 



Acknowledging the Authority  
of God’s Word 

 The Roman Catholic Church’s position is that it is 
through the church that we come to understand the 
Bible and to be convinced of its divine authorship. 

 Human reason says that a person can come to 
understand the Bible’s meaning and its divine origin 
because of its unique qualities – prophecy, 
supernatural character, miracles, etc. 

 We come to understand the divine origin of the 
Scriptures because of the working of the Holy Spirit.  
1 Corinthians 2:14 

 

 



Acknowledging the Authority  
of God’s Word 

1 Corinthians 2:14-16 

2 Corinthians 4:5-6 

John 10:27 

1 John 5:20 

 

 



 What is the ground on which our faith in the Word of God rests? Or, 
perhaps better still, by what means is the conviction respecting the truth of 
the special revelation of God wrought in our hearts? In answer to these 
questions Reformed theologians point to the testimony of the Holy Spirit.… 
The Reformers … derived their certainty respecting the truth of the divine 
revelation from the work of the Spirit of God in the hearts of believers.…  
 We should bear in mind that the particular work of the Holy Spirit 
described by [this] name does not stand by itself, but is connected with the 
whole work of the Holy Spirit in the application of the redemption wrought 
in Christ. The Spirit renews the spiritual darkness of the understanding and 
illumines the heart, so that the glory of God in Christ is clearly seen.…  
 The work of the Holy Spirit enables [men] to accept the revelation of God 
in Christ, to appropriate the blessings of salvation, and to attain to the 
assurance of faith. And the testimony of the Holy Spirit is merely a special 
aspect of His more general work in the sphere of redemption.           Reymond 



 Of one point we may be sure. [The testimony of the Holy Spirit] is not the 
communication to us of information beyond what is contained in the Bible. It is 
not the impartation of new knowledge. It is not a new revelation from God to 
man. It is rather that aspect of the supernatural work of the new birth in which the 
eyes of our understanding have been opened so that we, who once were in 
darkness and bondage of sin, now see that to which formerly we had been 
blind.… Now, at last, the sinner is convinced that this Book is different from all 
other books. He beholds that it is from God in a sense that is true of no other 
writing. The divinity of the Scriptures is for the first time clearly perceived, and 
the voice of the heavenly Father distinctly heard. 
 It is then from God Himself that we learn the true character of the Scriptures. 
In the very nature of the case, it must be so. Only God can identify what He 
Himself has spoken.… We Christians need not be ashamed to proclaim boldly 
that our final persuasion of the Divinity of the Bible is from God Himself. God, 
in His gentle grace, has identified His Word for us; He has told us that the Bible 
is from Himself. Those who know Him may not depreciate this doctrine of the 
internal testimony of the Spirit; those who are His know that God has truly 
brought them out of darkness into light.                                                Edward Young 

 



As the Westminster Confession of Faith says: 

We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the 
Church to an high and reverent esteem of the Holy Scripture. 
And the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of the 
doctrine, the majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, 
the scope of the whole (which is, to give all glory to God), 
the full discovery it makes of the only way of man‟s 
salvation, the many other incomparable excellencies, and the 
entire perfection thereof, are arguments whereby it doth 
abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God: yet 
notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of the 
infallible truth and divine authority thereof, is from the 
inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with 
the Word in our hearts. 



Authority Defined 
“The authority of Scripture means 
that all the words in Scripture are 
God’s words in such a way that to 
disbelieve or disobey any word of 
Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey 
God.”  

    Grudem 


