
The LORD God’s Direction and Protection!
Returning to the Land!

Genesis 31



Deism was a religious philosophy in common currency in colonial 
times, and some Founding Fathers (most notably Thomas Paine and 
Benjamin Franklin) are identified more or less with this system. No 

president identified himself as a deist, but George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, and John Tyler 

are often identified as having some degree of deistic beliefs.

Deism holds that God does not intervene with the functioning of the 
natural world in any way, allowing it to run according to the laws of 

nature. For Deists, human beings can only know God via reason and 
the observation of nature, but not by revelation or supernatural 

manifestations (such as miracles).
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Benjamin Franklin -". . . Some books against Deism fell into my 
hands. . . It happened that they wrought an effect on me quite 
contrary to what was intended by them; for the arguments of the 
Deists, which were quoted to be refuted, appeared to me much 
stronger than the refutations; in short, I soon became a thorough 
Deist."!
!
"I cannot conceive otherwise than that He, the Infinite Father, 
expects or requires no worship or praise from us, but that He is even 
infinitely above it."

Thomas Paine - “When we see a watch, we have as positive 
evidence of the existence of a watchmaker, as if we saw him; and in 
like manner the creation is evidence to our reason and our senses of 
the existence of a Creator. But there is nothing in the works of God 
that is evidence that He begat a son, nor anything in the system of 
creation that corroborates such an idea, and, therefore, we are not 
authorized in believing it.”



A TRANSCENDENT God

AN IMMANENT GodX



Exodus 3:14-15
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and 
He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of 
Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”

God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus 
you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The 
LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is My 
name forever, and this is My memorial-
name to all generations.”
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What is His Name?

1.  I AM

2.  LORD, the God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob

The TRANSCENDENT God

Our IMMANENT God



Theme Statement

The LORD God uses direct commands and 
outward circumstances with both believers and 
unbelievers to accomplish His redemptive purposes 
and He provides protection for His own people.



I.  The LORD God’s Direction - Genesis 31:1-21	

!
     A.  The Outward Circumstances	

     B.  The LORD’s specific command	
	

     C.  Jacob’s family conference	

     D.  Jacob’s obedience	

!
The LORD God’s Protection - Genesis 31:22-55	

!
     A.  The Outward Circumstances	

     B.  The LORD’s specific command	

     C.  Jacob’s extended family conference	

     D.  Laban’s obedience

Outline



I.  The LORD God’s Direction 
Gen 31:1-21

A.  The Outward Circumstances

! 1.  Jacob’s long-term desire is to return to the land of his 
forefathers in keeping with the Abrahamic Covenant

! 2.  The LORD God has made Jacob exceedingly prosperous with 
large flocks, servants and other livestock.

! 3.  Laban’s sons were claiming that Jacob had taken away their 
father’s property and their inheritance.

! 4.  Laban’s attitude toward Jacob had deteriorated

Waltke - “Throughout the fourteen years of this contract Laban has 
the upper hand, experiencing Jacob’s blessing while oppressing 
Jacob.  The tension shifts in Jacob’s favor with the flock contract.  
During the last six years the LORD blesses Jacob by plundering 
Laban.”



I.  The LORD God’s Direction 
Gen 31:1-21

B.  The LORD’s specific command

! 1.  Return to the land of Abraham, Isaac and now Jacob

! 2.  The LORD God promised, “I will be with you.”



I.  The LORD God’s Direction 
Gen 31:1-21

C.  Jacob’s family conference
! 1.  Jacob’s speech
! ! Your father is against me BUT God is with me.
! ! Your father cheated me BUT God didn’t allow him to harm me
! ! Your father changed my wages BUT God changed the flocks
! ! In a dream, God told Jacob that it was God’s providence !

behind the changing of the flock
! ! In a dream, God reminded Jacob of their encounter at Bethel!

 - God’s promises and Jacob’s vow 
! ! In a dream, God commanded Jacob to return to the land of !

Canaan



I.  The LORD God’s Direction 
Gen 31:1-21

C.  Jacob’s family conference
! 2.  Rachel and Leah’s response
! ! Rachel and Leah claimed to be treated as foreigners and!

merchandise to be sold

! ! Rachel and Leah told Jacob to obey the LORD God

! ! Rachel and Leah bemoaned that their father had spent their !
dowry



I.  The LORD God’s Direction 
Gen 31:1-21

D.  Jacob’s obedience

! 1.  Jacob gathered together his family and livestock and fled the!
area without telling Laban

! 2.  Rachel put Jacob at risk by stealing the household idols





II.  The LORD God’s Protection 
Gen 31:22-55

A.  The Outward Circumstances

! 1.  Laban is already angry about the six year turn of events and !
now he has been deceived

! 2.  Laban has superior manpower and he is pursuing Jacob!
as if at war

B.  The LORD’s specific command

! 1.  The LORD God intervened on Jacob’s behalf 
! 2.  The LORD God warned Laban not to harm Jacob and his !

family



II.  The LORD God’s Protection 
Gen 31:22-55

C.  Jacob’s extended family conference
! 1.  Laban accused Jacob of kidnapping his daughters, preventing!

a fond farewell party and stealing his household idols.
! 2.  Laban, although more powerful, was restrained by the LORD 
! 3.  Laban searched in vain for the household idols
! 4.  Jacob angrily declared his innocence of wrongdoing before !

the family members

! 5.  Jacob reviewed the twenty years of God’s blessing, his own !
hard labor, his own integrity, Laban’s lack of integrity, Laban’s!
lack of mercy and finally God’s provision and protection

! 6.  Jacob concluded by saying that God had seen his affliction !
and the toil of his hands and had rendered a verdict last night 

7.  Finally, Laban, conceding he has lost the lawsuit, proposed a !
nonaggression covenant



Mizpah Benediction 
Genesis 31:49 

"God will watch over us when we are apart."

Go thou thy way, and I go mine, 
Apart, yet not afar; 

Only a thin veil hangs between 
The pathways where we are.  

And "God keep watch 'tween thee and me"; 
This is my prayer; 

He looks thy way, He looketh mine, 
And keeps us near.



II.  The LORD God’s Protection 
Gen 31:22-55

D.  Laban’s obedience - early the next morning, Laban bade farewell 
and returned to his place.

Luther:  “Jacob, no doubt, was glad to be rid of him, and so are we.”



Implications
1.  We must worship the Transcendent and Immanent 
LORD God of the Bible - Psalm 150

Praise God in His sanctuary!
Praise Him in His mighty expanse!
!
Praise Him for His mighty deeds!
Praise Him according to His excellent greatness



Implications
1.  We must worship the Transcendent and Immanent 
LORD God of the Bible - Psalm 150
2.  Remember that the LORD God is active in our lives 
as well - Philippians 1:6; Romans 8:28-30
3.  Follow the example of Jacob who was mistreated for 
twenty years but still maintained a strong work ethic and 
an integrity pleasing to the LORD - stay on the right side 
of right
4.  Note the Biblical decision-making process of Jacob


