
God in the Valleys	

Genesis 39



Theme Statement

God is PRESENT with His people, PROVIDENTIALLY 
directing them toward His own PURPOSES in both 
good times and bad times.

Genesis 39:  God is with Joseph in the most difficult 
time of his life, causing him to be prosperous and 
preparing him for God’s purposes.



Canaan

Edom



The Valley of Death - Genesis 37

1.  God’s Providence through Reuben

2.  God’s Providence through Judah

3.  God’s Providence through the Ishmaelites



The Valley of Slavery - Genesis 39:1-20
1.  Joseph was sold as a Hebrew slave into the household of 
Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the 
bodyguard

2.  The LORD was with Joseph and caused all that he did to prosper

3.  Potiphar observed the prosperity surrounding Joseph and 
attributed it to the LORD’s presence with and blessing of Joseph

4.  Potiphar promoted Joseph to oversee his house and all that he 
owned except for the food which he ate

5.  The LORD blessed Potiphar’s house and all that he owned 
because of Joseph



The Valley of Slavery - Genesis 39:1-20
6.  Potiphar’s wife tried seduce Joseph with words but Joseph 
refused to submit to the temptation for two reasons

a.  It was a great evil against Potiphar

7.  Finally after days of constant pressure, Potiphar’s wife tried to 
seduce Joseph with physical force but Joseph fled leaving his 
garment in her hand
8.  Potiphar’s wife fabricated a story and told it to the men of her 
household

9.  Potiphar’s wife blamed her husband for buying Joseph, the 
Hebrew slave and then told the fabricated story to her husband

b.  It was sin against God

10.  Potiphar was irate and imprisoned Joseph without determining 
the truth



The Valley of Prison - Genesis 39:21-23
1.  The LORD was with Joseph, extended steadfast love (Hesed) to 
him and gave him favor with the chief jailer

2.  The chief jailer promoted Joseph to oversee all the prisoners who 
were in the jail

3.  The LORD was with Joseph and caused all his actions to prosper 
to the satisfaction of the chief jailer



Implications for us
1.  We know how the story ends but we don’t know what happens 
between now and then - John 14:2-3

John 14:2-3 - “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it 
were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for 
you.  If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again !and 
receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.”



Implications for us
1.  We know how the story ends but we don’t know what happens 
between now and then - John 14:2-3

2.  We can be confident that the LORD is with us - Psalm 94:14; 
Psalm 23; Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8

Psalm 94:14 - For the Lord will not abandon His people, nor will He 
forsake His inheritance.



Implications for us
1.  We know how the story ends but we don’t know what happens 
between now and then - John 14:2-3

2.  We can be confident that the LORD is with us - Psalm 94:14; 
Psalm 23; Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8

3.  We can be confident that the LORD is accomplishing His 
purposes in our lives - Romans 8:28-30; Philippians 1:6

Philippians 1:6 - For I am confident of this very thing, that He who 
began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.



Implications for us
1.  We know how the story ends but we don’t know what happens 
between now and then - John 14:2-3

2.  We can be confident that the LORD is with us - Psalm 94:14; 
Psalm 23; Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8

3.  We can be confident that the LORD is accomplishing His 
purposes in our lives - Romans 8:28-30; Philippians 1:6

4.  We are to flee immorality - 1 Corinthians 6:18; 2 Timothy 2:22

2 Timothy 2:22 - Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord 
from a pure heart.



Implications for us
1.  We know how the story ends but we don’t know what happens 
between now and then - John 14:2-3

2.  We can be confident that the LORD is with us - Psalm 94:14; 
Psalm 23; Hebrews 13:5; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8

3.  We can be confident that the LORD is accomplishing His 
purposes in our lives - Romans 8:28-30; Philippians 1:6

4.  We are to flee immorality - 1 Corinthians 6:18; 2 Timothy 2:22

5.  Remember the God on the Mountain is still God in the Valley



Life is easy when you're up on the mountain!
And you've got peace of mind like you've never known.!
But then things change and you're down in the valley.!

Don't lose faith for you're never alone.!
!

Chorus:!
For the God on the mountain is still God in the valley.!

When things go wrong, He'll make it right.!
And the God of the good times is still God in the bad times.!

The God of the day is still God in the night.!
!

You talk of faith when you're up on the mountain.!
Oh but the talk comes easy when life's at its best.!
But it's down in the valley of trials and temptation!

That's when faith is really put to the test.

The God on the Mountain


