
FROM PRISONER TO PRIME MINISTER 
God Moves Joseph into Position Genesis:41:1-57 



Outline: 

    I.      Adam and Noah          1-11 
   II.     Abraham               12-25 
   III.  Isaac and Jacob       26-36 
   IV.  Joseph                 37-50 



Theme:  God is accomplishing His plan of redemption for 
those whom He will save, in order to bring Himself glory.  He 
makes those who trust in Him, fruitful in His work.   



Key Verse:  Genesis 41:16 Joseph then answered Pharaoh, 
saying, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable 
answer.” 



I. God Brings Joseph to Pharaoh’s Attention    41:1-14 

 Dream #1 – Pharaoh dreams of seven sleek, fat cows that were consumed by seven 
skinny, ugly cows. 

                  
 Dream #2 – Pharaoh dreams of seven plump, good ears of corn that were consumed 

                                 by seven skinny, scorched ears of corn. 
                       

  1.  The wise men and magicians of Egypt failed to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams. 

  2.  The cupbearer told Pharaoh of Joseph’s experience interpreting dreams. 

3.  Pharaoh called for Joseph to be brought quickly to appear before him. 



II.   God Interprets Pharaoh’s Dreams through Joseph   41:15-36 

       

 1.  Joseph denies his ability and exalts God’s ability, to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams. 

 2.  Pharaoh tells Joseph his two dreams and of the magicians failure to explain them.       

 3.  Joseph interprets his dreams, as God’s revelation of the future harvests in Egypt.       

 4.  Joseph gives Pharaoh a plan to save Egypt from starving in God’s predicted famine.        



      

  a.  Find a leader             

  b.  Build an organization      
  c.  Implement a 20% tax, during the seven good years      
  d.  Store and save enough grain to ensure the food supply during the       
   famine       



III. God Promotes Joseph       41:37-49 

1.  Pharaoh recognizes God’s relationship with Joseph by elevating him to prime minister 
      and providing symbols of the position:       

  a.  The signet-ring        
  b.  The fine clothing        
  c.  The golden chain        
  d.  The exclusive transportation       
  e.  The parade of honor       
  f.  The exalted name         
  g.  The fruitful wife  

 2.  God gives Joseph wisdom to implement a plan to prepare Egypt for famine.       

 3.  God opens the womb of his wife and gives Joseph two sons.       



IV. God’s Prophesy is Fulfilled      41:53-57 

    
 1.  After seven good years of harvest, the famine begins, as God had       
          predicted. 
. 
 2.  The famine was severe and worldwide.      

 3.  God’s warning allowed Joseph to prepare Egypt for the famine.      

    4.  The rest of the world was starving and has to come to Egypt to buy food.   



V.     Application

1.  Trust God to bring you through your circumstances to strengthen your faith in Him, but do 
     not allow your circumstances to dictate your faith in God.   Hebrews 10:35-38  

2.  Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects and tell others the reason 
     for your worthy walk.  Colossians 1:9-10,  Matthew 10:28, Matthew 10:32-33  

3.  Worship the One who paid the price to save us from the penalty for our sin and earned the 
     righteousness we need to reconcile us to God and receive eternal life.   Titus 3:4-7  


