
The Consequences 
of Sin 

!

Genesis 42



“The human conscience is a very strange thing.  Considering how 
evil men and women are, it is surprising that we have a conscience 

at all.  Yet we do.  At times it plagues us.....since 1811 the U.S. 
government has been receiving anonymously sums of money as self-
imposed fines for a variety of offenses, such as taking army blankets 

for souvenirs, deliberately failing to put the correct postage on a 
letter, or cheating on one’s income tax....These monies have been 
placed in a special account named the Federal Conscience Fund.”

“One man who was obviously struggling to put conscience to rest 
wrote to the government, saying, ‘I have cheated on my income 

tax.  I can’t sleep.  Here is a check for seventy-five dollars.  
  If I still can’t sleep, I’ll send you the balance.’”
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Theme Statement:  The LORD God uses divine intervention and the 
consequences of sin to accomplish His purposes.

Key Verse:  Genesis 42:36 - Their father Jacob said to them, 
“You have bereaved me of my children: !

Joseph is no more,!
 and Simeon is no more,!

 and you would take Benjamin;!
 all these things are against me.”



I.  Sin interrupts communication and 
fosters fear - v. 1-5

1.  Jacob learned that while there was a world-wide famine, there 
was grain in Egypt

2.  Jacob asked a telling question, “Why are you staring at one 
another?”  There was broken communication within the family.

3.  Jacob commanded his ten sons to go to Egypt and buy grain for 
the survival of the family

4.  Jacob did not send Rachel’s only remaining son Benjamin 
because he feared for Benjamin’s well-being
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II.  Sin begets more sin and distrust 
1.  Joseph was the ruler over Egypt and he personally supervised 
the sale of the grain

2.  Joseph’s ten brothers came to Joseph and “bowed down to him 
with their faces to the ground”

3.  Joseph recognized his brothers but they did not recognize him 
because he disguised himself

4.  Joseph remembered the dreams which he had about them and 
his family

5.  Joseph put them on the defensive by accusing his brothers four 
times that they were spies so that they would provide more 
information about who they were and about their family

6.  The ten brothers denied being spies, claimed to be honest men 
but lied about the fate of Joseph



II.  Sin begets more sin and distrust 
3.  Joseph recognized his brothers but they did not recognize him 
because he disguised himself

4.  Joseph remembered the dreams which he had about them and 
his family

5.  Joseph put them on the defensive by accusing his brothers four 
times that they were spies so that they would provide more 
information about who they were and about their family

6.  The ten brothers denied being spies, claimed to be honest men 
but lied about the fate of Joseph

7.  Joseph determines to test their story by Plan A - nine brothers 
remain in prison while one brother brings Benjamin to Egypt - and 
Joseph put them all in prison for three days



III.  Sin stirs the conscience - v. 18-28
1.  Joseph said that he feared God and then gave them Plan B - one 
brother was to remain confined while nine brothers carried grain for 
Jacob’s family and they were to bring Benjamin to Egypt under the 
threat of death

2.  The consciences of the 10 brothers was stirred and unwittingly, 
they confessed before Joseph their guilt and sin against Joseph in 
the distress of his soul resulting in their deserved current stress

3.  Joseph’s heart was touched and he removed himself and wept

4.  Joseph bound Simeon before their eyes, ordered full bags of 
grain, provisions for the trip and restoration of their money

5.  When one of them discovered his money in the mouth of his 
grain sack, their hearts sank and they trembled now fearing that truly 
God was behind all their trouble



IV.  Sin produces despair and potentially 
life-threatening consequences - v. 29-38

1.  The ten sons gave an accurate report of their trip to Egypt and 
confrontation by the ruler of Egypt

2.  When the money was found in their grain sacks, the threat to the 
security of their family was heightened to an unbearable level

3.  Reuben offered an inane solution - the life of his sons if Benjamin 
was not returned to Jacob

4.  Jacob despaired of in addition to losing Joseph and Simeon, now 
losing Benjamin and losing his own life

5.  Jacob claimed that “all these things are against me” but in fact, 
the LORD God was causing all things to work together for his good.  
Jacob needed to be trusting his LORD God



IMPLICATIONS

1.  In this family, sin interrupted communication and fostered fear; 
sin begat more sin and distrust; sin stirred the consciences; and sin 
produced despair and potentially life-threatening consequences

2.  In this family, the LORD God is behind the scenes causing all 
things to work together for good for this family through whom the sin-
bearing Seed of the Woman, Jesus Christ, will come

3.  We must recognize that sin has temporal consequences and we 
must get radical with our sin - Genesis 4:7; 1 John 1:9

4.  We must recognize that sin has eternal consequences and we 
must repent of our sin and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ - 
Romans 3:23; 6:23; 5:8; 10:9-10; 10:13; 8:1; 8:38-39


