
Judah, the slave-trader, 
pleads to become the 

slave in place of 
Benjamin

A Perfect Plea! 

Genesis 44



Genesis Outline

I.  Adam, Noah and the Table of Nations        Genesis 1-11

II. Abraham                                                  Genesis 12-25

III.  Isaac and Jacob                                      Genesis 26-36

IV.  Joseph and God’s Protection                   Genesis 37-50
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Theme Statement:  The mark of a true believer is to put in 
action others before self like Judah did on behalf of his 

father Jacob and his brother Benjamin.



Theme Statement:  The mark of a true believer is to put in 
action others before self like Judah did on behalf of his 

father Jacob and his brother Benjamin.

Key Verse:  Genesis 44:32-33
“For your servant became surety for the lad to my father, 
saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then let me bear 

the blame before my father forever.’  Now, therefore, 
please let your servant remain instead of the lad a slave 

to my lord, and let the lad go up with his brothers.”
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1.  Joseph commanded his house steward to:

a.  Fill each man’s sack with as much food as they could carry

2.  The eleven brothers departed from Egypt with a sense that all is 
well

3.  Joseph sent his house steward to accuse the eleven brothers of 
stealing his silver cup

b.  Return each man’s money in the mouth of his sack

c.  Put Joseph’s silver cup in Benjamin’s sack

4.  The eleven brothers denied the charge, claimed their good works 
and backed it with a threat of death to the offender
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5.  The silver cup was found in Benjamin’s sack

6.  The eleven brothers were devastated and returned to Joseph

7.  Judah and his 10 brothers submitted themselves to Joseph who 
confronted them with the charge of stealing his silver cup

8.  Judah wanted to prove their innocence but recognized that God 
had found them guilty

9.  Judah offered that all eleven would become the slaves of Joseph 
but Joseph focused the penalty upon Benjamin
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1.  Judah requested an audience with Joseph, the ruler of Egypt 
equal to Pharaoh

2.  Judah reviewed their first encounter with Joseph and his clear 
instructions to them about returning to Egypt without Benjamin

3.  Judah reported to Joseph their discussion with their father Jacob 
and Jacob’s strong reluctance to let Benjamin go

a.  Jacob would die of grief

b.  Judah would personally and voluntarily bear the blame forever

4.  Judah related to Joseph the consequences of Benjamin not 
returning to Jacob

5.  Judah requested that he become the slave of Joseph in the place 
of Benjamin
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A Perfect Plea 
1.  The example of Moses - Exodus 32:31-32

2.  The example of Paul - Romans 9:1-4a

3.  The work of Jesus Christ, our Advocate - Romans 5:8; 
2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 John 2:1

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if 
anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus 
Christ, the Righteous One. 
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Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea:

A great High Priest, whose name is Love, 
Who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart; 

I know that while in heaven He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart
No tongue can bid me thence depart.



When Satan tempts me to despair, 
And tells me of the guilt within, 

Upward I look, and see Him there
Who made an end to all my sin.

Because the sinless Savior died, 
My sinful soul is counted free; 
For God the just is satisfied

To look on Him and pardon me
To look on Him and pardon me



Behold Him there, the Risen Lamb
My perfect, spotless righteousness, 

The great unchangeable I am, 
The King of glory and of grace! 

One with Himself I cannot die
My soul is purchased by His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high, 

With Christ, my Savior and my God
With Christ, my Savior and my God




