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Acts 5:12, 14, 16a
At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place
among the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s
portico......And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and
women, were constantly added to their number ...... Also the people from
the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together



Theme Statement

Unbelievers, although dead in their sins, actively pursue
their own desires, deny their sin against God, reject the
Gospel, fight against God but through the power of the
Holy Spirit, some will respond in repentance and faith in
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, we
must be faithful and persistent in presenting the Gospel
to others in the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Understand that unbelievers are driven by temporal desires
Acts 5:17-21a

1. The high priest and his fellow Sadducees were filled with
jealousy

John 11:48 - “If we let Him go on like this, all men will believe in Him, and
the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”

John 12:9-11 - The large crowd of the Jews then learned that He was
there; and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see
Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead. But the chief priests planned to
put Lazarus to death also; because on account of him many of the Jews
were going away and were believing in Jesus.
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Understand that unbelievers are in denial of their sin against God
Acts 5:21b-28

1. When the high priest and his fellow Sadducees ordered

Matthew 27:20, 25 - But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to death.....\When Pilate saw
that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, he
took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, “I| am
innocent of this Man’s blood; see to that yourselves.” And all the people
said, “His blood shall be on us and on our children!”
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Mark 2:5-7 -And Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic,
“Son, your sins are forgiven.” But some of the scribes were
sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, “Why does this man
speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but
God alone?”
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o ¢ Deuteronomy 21:22-23 - *If a man has committed a sin worthy 5 _
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] of death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree,

Sl his corpse shall not hang all night on the tree, but you shall IS :
was  surely bury him on the same day (for he who is hanged is  Ofrity
as F accursed of God), so that you do not defile your land which the gg
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Understand that unbelievers are opposed to the Gospel
Acts 5:29-33

1. First, Peter responded to the question of disobedience to
their authority - the authority of God supersedes the
authority of men and thus when in conflict, the authority of
God must be obeyed

2. Second, Peter responded to their disrespect of Jesus -
Jesus was raised up by the God of our fathers and Jesus
was exalted to the right hand of the Father with full authority
as Prince and Savior to grant repentance and forgiveness

Acts 2:37 - Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren,
what shall we do?”
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Acts 7:54 - Now when they heard this, they were cut to the Jesus
quick, and they began gnashing their teeth at him. authority
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1. Gamaliel presented two significant leaders whose
followers dispersed and faded away after their deaths -
Theudas and Judas of Galilee

2. Gamaliel advised the Sanhedrin to leave the apostles
alone claiming that if their actions were of men, it would
eventually fade away. But if their actions were of God, they
would not be able to overthrow them and the could be
found “fighting against God”

Derek Thomas - “Gamaliel’s advice shows us that sophistication, learning,
and respect amount to little when it comes to spiritual discernment.
Furthermore, the advice he gave, though initially savvy, was ultimately
flawed. Evil does not always come to nothing. Neither does God cause
the good to prosper on every occasion.”



Understand that unbelievers are enemies of the true God
Acts 5:34-40

1. Gamaliel presented two significant leaders whose
followers dispersed and faded away after their deaths -
Theudas and Judas of Galilee

2. Gamaliel advised the Sanhedrin to leave the apostles
alone claiming that if their actions were of men, it would
eventually fade away. But if their actions were of God, they
would not be able to overthrow them and the could be
found “fighting against God”

3. The Response: The Sanhedrin heeded the advice of
Gamaliel but beat the apostles before releasing them
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Understand that unbelievers need to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ
Acts 5:41-42

1. The apostles were rejoicing that they had been
considered worthy to suffer in the name of Jesus Christ

2. The apostles persistently and daily taught and preached
the gospel of Jesus Christ both in the temple area and in

the neighborhoods
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Implications

Understand that unbelievers are driven by temporal desires
Understand that unbelievers are in denial of their sin against God
Understand that unbelievers are opposed to the Gospel

Understand that unbelievers are enemies of the true God
Understand that unbelievers need to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ

Remember it is the POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT which enables
us to witness

Remember it is the POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT which pricks the
hearts of new believers




