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Acts 6:2 
So the twelve summoned the congregation of the 

disciples and said, “It is not desirable for us to 
neglect the word of God in order to serve tables.”

Acts 6:2 
“But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 

ministry of the word.”



The Church must be focused on the Word of God, 
empowered by the Spirit of God through prayer, but not 
neglecting the physical needs of its members, in order 
to meet its objective of making disciples in all nations 

through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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A Problem of Division in the Church
Acts 6:1

1.  The Church was growing very rapidly and very diverse

2.  The Greek-speaking Jews complained against the 
Aramaic-speaking Jews that their widows were being 
neglected in the daily serving of food

3.  The twelve apostles were the recognized leaders of the 
church
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1.  The apostles prayed for God’s hand upon their ministry

Acts 4:29-30 - “And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that 
Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence, while You 
extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the 

name of Your holy servant Jesus.”
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1.  The apostles prayed for God’s hand upon their ministry

2.  The apostles prayed because they understood the state 
of all humanity by nature

3.  The apostles prayed because they understood that 
people are in need of regeneration
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1.  We are introduced to Stephen (Acts 6-7) and Philip (Acts 8)

2.  Church leadership requires division of responsibility and 
division of leadership

3.  Church leadership requires plurality of leadership

4.  Church leadership requires spiritual qualifications

5.  Three Views of these men

a.   First deacons

b.  Precursors to the office of elder

c.  Temporary position for meeting a specific need
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grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the 

Gentiles for His name’s sake

Romans 16:25-26 - Now to Him who is able to establish you according to 
my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of 

the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, 
26  but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, 

according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known 
to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith
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4.  Those who opposed Stephen stirred up the people, 
elders and scribes; they dragged him away and brought him 
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5.  They brought false witnesses who charged Stephen with 
speaking against the temple and against the Law of Moses

Hebrews 9:11-12 - But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good 
things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect 

tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; and 
not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He 
entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
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4.  Those who opposed Stephen stirred up the people, 
elders and scribes; they dragged him away and brought him 
before the Sanhedrin

5.  They brought false witnesses who charged Stephen with 
speaking against the temple and against the Law of Moses

6.  What was Stephen’s response?  Luke described his 
physical appearance that to the Sanhedrin his face 
appeared like the face of an angel - his oral response is 
next week



Derek Thomas - “One other individual had been described as bearing 

the face of an angel.  It was, of course, Moses, when he came down 

from the mountain, having been with God, emerging with the tablets 

of stone on which the law of God had been written.  Luke was doing 

something quite breathtaking.  As Stephen was being accused of 

showing disrespect for the Law of Moses, Luke was describing 

Stephen -- as the practitioner of the new covenant with certain 

aspects of the Mosaic Law ‘fulfilled’ in Jesus Christ -- in a way exactly 

the opposite to the accusations against him!  Stephen was a Moses-

like figure.  His face was shining like the face of an angel.”
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4.  The primacy of evangelism


