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Outline of Acts of the Apostles

The Witness to Jerusalem 
Acts 1:1 - 8:3

The Witness to Judea and 
Samaria 

Acts 8:4 - 12:24

The Witness to the ends 
of the earth 

Acts 12:25 - 21:14

From Jerusalem to Rome 
Acts 21:15 - 28:31



Genesis 12:1-3 - Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go 
forth from your country, and from your relatives and 

from your father’s house, to the land which I will show 
you; and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless 
you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a 
blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the 
one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the 

families of the earth will be blessed.”
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forth from your country, and from your relatives and 

from your father’s house, to the land which I will show 
you; and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless 
you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a 
blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the 
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families of the earth will be blessed.”

Galatians 3:8 - The Scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 

gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations 
will be blessed in you.”
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Genesis 22:18 - “In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My 

voice.”

Galatians 3:16 - Now the promises were spoken to 
Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to 

seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to 
your seed,” that is, Christ.



Matthew 10:5-6, 14 - These twelve Jesus sent out after 
instructing them: “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, 
and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather 

go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel 

Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as 
you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off 

your feet.”



Matthew 10:5-6, 14 - These twelve Jesus sent out after 
instructing them: “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, 
and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather 

go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel 

Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as 
you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off 

your feet.”

Matthew 18:17 - “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, 

let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.”
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To Ananias - Acts 9:15 - But the Lord said to him, “Go, for 
he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before 

the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will 
show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.”





Cornelius (Gentile)



Cornelius (Gentile)

Peter (Jew)



Cornelius (Gentile)

Peter (Jew)

“Middle Wall of Separation” (Ephesians 2:14b - NKJV)



Cornelius (Gentile)

Peter (Jew)

“Middle Wall of Separation” (Ephesians 2:14b - NKJV)

Acts 10:28 - Then he said to them, “You know how 
unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go 

to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I 
should not call any man common or unclean.



Cornelius (Gentile)
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Acts 10:28 - Then he said to them, “You know how 
unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go 

to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I 
should not call any man common or unclean.
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In God’s means of evangelism, He prepares 
both the receiver of the gospel and the 

messenger of the gospel, and He determines 
the timing and place of the divine appointment.

Theme Statement
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Matthew 8:10b-11 - “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great 
faith with anyone in Israel.  I say to you that many will come from 
east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.”
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Acts 11:13-14 - “And he reported to us how he had seen the angel 
standing in his house, and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and have 

Simon, who is also called Peter, brought here; and he will speak 
words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your 

household.’”
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1.  God chose Cornelius, a man at Caesarea and a 
centurion of the Italian cohort

2.  Cornelius was a God-fearer who demonstrated works 
consistent his belief in the God of Israel but he was not 
saved

3.  Cornelius while praying was visited by an angel of God 
who said that God had heard his prayer and his acts of 
charity had been remembered before God (v. 31)

F. F. Bruce - “The angel’s language is full of sacrificial terminology 
such as we find in the prescriptions for the levitical offerings; 

Cornelius’s acts of piety and charity had ascended into the divine 
presence like incense or the smoke of a sacrifice.  God would 

honor the memorial with a suitable response.”

Matthew 5:5 - “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”



God prepares the heart of the receiver of the gospel
Acts 10:1-8

1.  God chose Cornelius, a man at Caesarea and a 
centurion of the Italian cohort

2.  Cornelius was a God-fearer who demonstrated works 
consistent his belief in the God of Israel but he was not 
saved

3.  Cornelius while praying was visited by an angel of God 
who said that God had heard his prayer and his acts of 
charity had been remembered before God (v. 31)

4.  Cornelius was commanded by the angel of God to send 
for Peter who was in Joppa and he obeyed
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1.  God chose Peter to open the door for the Gospel to go 
to the Gentiles

Matthew 16:18-19 - “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not 

overpower it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in 
heaven.”
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God prepares the heart of the messenger of the gospel
Acts 10:9-16

1.  God chose Peter to open the door for the Gospel to go 
to the Gentiles

2.  Peter while praying also received a vision of a four-
cornered sheet coming down from heaven filled with four-
footed animal, crawling creatures and birds and a voice 
commanded Peter to “kill and eat.”

3.  Peter rejected (“by no means, Lord”) the command 
because it would be disobedient to Levitical Law

4.  The voice responded that whatever God had cleansed, 
no longer consider unholy or unclean and this cycle was 
repeated a third time and the sheet was taken back into 
heaven
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God determines the timing and place of the divine appointment - 
Acts 10:17-23

1.  While Peter was perplexed about the meaning of the 
vision, the men sent by Cornelius were arriving

2.  While Peter was reflecting about the meaning of the 
vision, the Holy Spirit commanded him to go with the men 
without a feeling of doubt or suspicion concerning the future

3.  Peter listened to the men’s explanation of their mission 
which was also directed by God and obeyed the command 
of the Lord

4.  Peter eventually understood the meaning of the vision 
which was not about animals and food but about perceived 
holy or unclean people



 Leviticus 20:25 -”You are therefore to make a distinction between 
the clean animal and the unclean, and between the unclean bird and 
the clean; and you shall not make yourselves detestable by animal or 

by bird or by anything that creeps on the ground, which I have 
separated for you as unclean.  Thus you are to be holy to Me, for I the 

Lord am holy; and I have set you apart from the peoples to be 
Mine.



 Leviticus 20:25 -”You are therefore to make a distinction between 
the clean animal and the unclean, and between the unclean bird and 
the clean; and you shall not make yourselves detestable by animal or 

by bird or by anything that creeps on the ground, which I have 
separated for you as unclean.  Thus you are to be holy to Me, for I the 

Lord am holy; and I have set you apart from the peoples to be 
Mine.

 Ephesians 2:13-16 - “But now in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.  For he 
is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us; having abolished in his flesh 

the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

and that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, 
having slain the enmity thereby”
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1.  The Gospel is to go to everyone including the Gentiles, 
“even to the remotest part of the earth.”

2.  In God’s means of evangelism, He prepares both the 
receiver of the gospel and the messenger of the gospel, and He 
determines the time and place of the divine appointment.
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