
Paul Before Felix
Part 1

Acts 23:23 - 24:9
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Acts 1:8
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Holy Spirit

has come

upon you;

and you shall be My witnesses

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,

and even to the remotest part of the earth
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Outline of Acts of the Apostles

The Witness to Jerusalem 
Acts 1:1 - 8:3

The Witness to Judea and 
Samaria 

Acts 8:4 - 12:24

The Witness to the ends 
of the earth 

Acts 12:25 - 21:14

From Jerusalem to Rome 
Acts 21:15 - 28:31
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Jerusalem 
Council



2nd Missionary Journey



3rd Missionary Journey



Acts 21:11

And coming to us, he took Paul’s belt and bound his 
own feet and hands, and said, “This is what the Holy 
Spirit says: ‘In this way the Jews at Jerusalem will 
bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into 
the hands of the Gentiles.’ ”



Acts 23:11

But on the night immediately following, the Lord 
stood at his side and said, “Take courage; for as you 
have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, 
so you must witness at Rome also.”



Theme Statement

The LORD God accomplishes His purposes in the 
lives of His people by using the resources of secular 
institutions/governments and the evil intentions and 
actions of His enemies.



The LORD God’s Purposes for the Apostle Paul 

1.  Paul is to “bear My name before the Gentiles and kings 
and the sons of Israel” - Acts 9:15

2.  Paul is to “suffer for My name’s sake” - Acts 9:16

3.  Paul is to “witness at Rome” - Acts 23:11

Acts 9:15 
But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 
instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the 

Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;
Acts 9:16 

for I will show him how much he must 
suffer for My name’s sake.”

Acts 23:11 
But on the night immediately following, the Lord 

stood at his side and said, “Take courage; for as you 
have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, 

so you must witness at Rome also.”



The LORD God providentially uses the Roman government 
to deliver Paul from a credible threat on his life

Acts 23:23-35

1.  The Roman commander in Jerusalem amassed an escort 
of 470 soldiers for Paul to nullify the potential Jewish 
conspiracy of 40+ men.  This included a horse for Paul and 70 
horsemen for speed and they left under the cover of darkness



Paul’s trip to Rome
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The LORD God providentially uses the Roman government 
to deliver Paul from a credible threat on his life

Acts 23:23-35

1.  The Roman commander in Jerusalem amassed an escort 
of 470 soldiers for Paul to nullify the potential Jewish 
conspiracy of 40+ men.  This included a horse for Paul and 70 
horsemen for speed and they left under the cover of darkness

2.  The Roman commander in Jerusalem provided the 
required prisoner transfer letter to Felix with his version of the 
events and a declaration of Paul’s innocence of any crime 
deserving death or imprisonment

3.  Felix agreed to hear the case and kept Paul in protective 
custody



The Jews bring false charges against Paul before Felix
Acts 24:1-9

1.  The prosecution team arrived from Jerusalem 5 days later 
which included the high priest Ananias, elders and a lawyer - 
Tertullus

2.  Tertullus brought three charges against Paul to which the 
Jews agreed:

Charge #1 - Paul is a world-wide pest stirring up 
dissension with all the Jews

Charge #2 - Paul is a leader of the Nazarene sect

Charge #3 - Paul attempted to desecrate the temple



Implications
1.  The LORD God will accomplish his purposes with whatever 
means He chooses - good or evil.

4.  Note the responses to the LORD God accomplishing His 
purposes through the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ

Elders/believers:

Unbelieving Jews:

Romans:

1st Missionary Journey - none 
2nd Missionary Journey - Galatians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians 

3rd Missionary Journey - 1 & 2 Corinthians, Romans 

What’s left?  Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians,  
1 & 2 Timothy, Titus and Philemon

2.  The LORD God’s purposes for Paul include Paul’s 
completion of his portion of the canon of Scripture so that it 
gets passed on to future generations

3.  Christianity is not to be centered on men but upon Jesus 
Christ and the Word of God


