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Outline of Acts of the Apostles

The Witness to Jerusalem 
Acts 1:1 - 8:3

The Witness to Judea and 
Samaria 

Acts 8:4 - 12:24

The Witness to the ends 
of the earth 

Acts 12:25 - 21:14

From Jerusalem to Rome 
Acts 21:15 - 28:31



3rd Missionary Journey



Acts 21:11

And coming to us, he took Paul’s belt and bound his 
own feet and hands, and said, “This is what the Holy 
Spirit says: ‘In this way the Jews at Jerusalem will 
bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into 
the hands of the Gentiles.’ ”



Acts 23:11

But on the night immediately following, the Lord 
stood at his side and said, “Take courage; for as you 
have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, 
so you must witness at Rome also.”



Paul’s trip to Rome



Theme Statement

Christians can expect opposition, persecution, false 
accusations and lack of justice but in the end, the 
faithful proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ is 
to be the our primary mission.



Charges Against the Apostle Paul 

Charge #1 - Sedition against Rome:  Paul is a world-wide pest 
stirring up dissension with all the Jews - Acts 24:5a

Charge #2 - Sectarianism against Judaism - Paul is a 
ringleader of the Nazarene sect - Acts 24:5b

Charge #3 - Sacrilege against God and His temple - Paul 
attempted to desecrate the temple - Acts 24:6a



The Apostle Paul’s Defense

Charge #1 - Sedition against Rome:  Paul is a world-wide pest 
stirring up dissension with all the Jews - Acts 24:5a

Defense #1 - Acts 24:11-13

1.  Paul simply did not have enough time to stir up the Jews - 
v. 11
Day 1 - arrive in Jerusalem
Day 2-8 - 7 days in temple
Day 6 - dragged out
Day 7 - before Sanhedrin

Day 8 - Conspiracy to kill
Day 9 - in Caesarea
Day 13 - accusers arrive

2.  Uncharacteristically, Paul did not preach or reason with 
anyone in the temple, in the synagogue or or the city of 
Jerusalem - v. 12

Acts 22:17–21 
 “It happened when I returned to Jerusalem and was 
praying in the temple, that I fell into a trance, and I saw 

Him saying to me, ‘Make haste, and get out of 
Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your 

testimony about Me.’ 

 “And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves understand that 
in one synagogue after another I used to imprison and 
beat those who believed in You.  And when the blood 
of Your witness Stephen was being shed, I also was 

standing by approving, and watching out for the coats 
of those who were slaying him.’ 

 “And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send you far 
away to the Gentiles.’ ”

Galatians 2:7–9 
 But on the contrary, seeing that I had been 

entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as 
Peter had been to the circumcised (for He who 

effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the 
circumcised effectually worked for me also to the 
Gentiles), and recognizing the grace that had been 

given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were 
reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the 
right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the 

Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 
3.  Paul also declared that his accusers had no proof of this 
charge - where are the witnesses? - v. 13



The Apostle Paul’s Defense

Charge #1 - Sedition against Rome:  Paul is a world-wide pest 
stirring up dissension with all the Jews - Acts 24:5a

Charge #2 - Sectarianism against Judaism - Paul is a 
ringleader of the Nazarene sect - Acts 24:5b

Charge #3 - Sacrilege against God and His temple - Paul 
attempted to desecrate the temple - Acts 24:6a



The Apostle Paul’s Defense

Charge #2 - Sectarianism against Judaism - Paul is a 
ringleader of the Nazarene sect - Acts 24:5b

Defense #2 - Acts 24:14-16

1.  Paul ignored the Nazarene sect label in favor of “The Way” 
label asserting to serve the God of the Jewish scriptures and 
believing the entirety of the Jewish scriptures - v. 14

2.  Paul believes in the resurrection of both the righteous and 
the wicked as taught in their scriptures - v. 15

3.  In view of the resurrection, Paul tried his best to maintain a 
blameless conscience before both God and men - v. 16



The Apostle Paul’s Defense

Charge #1 - Sedition against Rome:  Paul is a world-wide pest 
stirring up dissension with all the Jews - Acts 24:5a

Charge #2 - Sectarianism against Judaism - Paul is a 
ringleader of the Nazarene sect - Acts 24:5b

Charge #3 - Sacrilege against God and His temple - Paul 
attempted to desecrate the temple - Acts 24:6a



The Apostle Paul’s Defense

Charge #3 - Sacrilege against God and His temple - Paul 
attempted to desecrate the temple - Acts 24:6a

Defense #3 - Acts 24:17-18a

1.  Paul came to Jerusalem to support the poor Jewish 
Christians in Jerusalem - to build up, not to destroy - v. 17

2.  Paul came to the temple to worship (v. 11) and to honor the 
Law of Moses by participating in the Nazarite vow respectfully 
within the temple - v. 17b-18a



The Apostle Paul’s Defense

Charge #1 - Sedition against Rome:  Paul is a world-wide pest 
stirring up dissension with all the Jews - Acts 24:5a

Charge #2 - Sectarianism against Judaism - Paul is a 
ringleader of the Nazarene sect - Acts 24:5b

Charge #3 - Sacrilege against God and His temple - Paul 
attempted to desecrate the temple - Acts 24:6a



The Apostle Paul’s Defense

Closing Argument - Acts 24:18b-21

1.  Where are the Jewish accusers from Asia?

2.  What was the verdict of the Sanhedrin?

3.  Only one charge remains and that is that Paul believes in 
the resurrection of the dead



The Verdict - Acts 24:22-23

1.  Even though Felix had all the information he needed, he 
postponed his decision until Lysias came down from 
Jerusalem

2.  Paul was sent back to prison but with significant privileges



The Priority - Acts 24:24-27

1.  Paul spoke to Felix and Drusilla about the body of truth of 
salvation in Jesus Christ

2.  Paul spoke to Felix about righteousness, self-control and 
coming judgment

3.  Felix was under conviction and was frightened but 
postponed a response to the Gospel message

4.  Felix was more concerned about temporal pleasures - 
money and position - than he was about his soul’s eternal 
destiny

John 16:8 
And He, when He comes, will convict the world 
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment



Implications
1.  Understand that the world is against true Christianity because it is 
against Christ, The Way to the true God - John 15:18-19

2.  Be prepared to give a defense of the truth of God and His written 
Word

3.  Christians are to maintain a blameless conscience both before God 
and before men

4.  Remember the main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing - 
the main thing is the proclamation of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ

5.  Do not be discouraged by the lack of a positive response to the 
Gospel

6.  Unbelievers:  Don’t postpone your response the truth of the 
Gospel regarding righteousness, self-control and coming judgment - 
Hebrews 10:26; 2 Corinthians 6:1-2

Hebrews 10:26–27 
 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge 

of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 
 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire 

which will consume the adversaries.

2 Corinthians 6:1–2 
 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to 

receive the grace of God in vain—for He says, “At the 
acceptable time I listened to you, And on the day of salvation I 

helped you.” 
Behold, now is “the acceptable time,” behold, now is “the day of 

salvation”—


