
Outline of the Traditional View 
 

I. Origin: Keswick movement, also called “higher life movement” 

II. Premise: for each decision, God has a specific will that He will make known 
to the attentive believer 

III. Distinguishing the three wills of God  

a. Sovereign will: the secret will of God that you cannot know until it 
happens 

b. Moral will: the revealed will of God that teaches man what he should do in 
order to reflect the perfections of God Himself 

c. Individual will: the specific will of God regarding each decision a believer 
makes 

IV. Proof of the traditional view  

a. Reason: since God is a god of order, it makes sense that He would have a 
specific will for each decision of life 

b. Historical examples: a number of respected men demonstrate the success 
that results when finding God’s individual will for their lives 

c. Biblical examples: 

i. Jesus (John 4:31-34, John 5:36, John 6:37-40, Luke 22:40-42) 

ii. Paul (1 Cor. 1:1, Gal. 1:1, Acts 13:1-2, Acts 16:9-10) 

iii. Philip (Acts 8:26-27) 

iv. Ananias (Acts 9:10-17) 

v. Peter (Acts 10:19-21) 

vi. Joseph (Gen. 50:19-21) 

d. Biblical teaching: 

i. Col. 1:9—pray for knowledge of His will 

ii. Rom. 12:1-2—an exhortation to prove what God’s will is 

iii. Prov. 3:5-6—God will direct the paths of those who trust him 

iv. Isa. 30:21—direction in the right way 



v. Psa. 32:8—counsel in the way which you should go 

vi. Eph. 2:10—direction into specific good works 

vii. Gen. 24—example of guidance in finding the right spouse 

V. Process of discovering God’s will (road signs pointing to God’s 
individual will) 

a. The Bible—the place to start as this will define the circle of God’s moral 
will inside of which you will find his individual will 

b. Circumstances—God uses open and closed doors to direct your steps, 
including occasional “fleeces” 

c. Inner witness of the Spirit—The Holy Spirit leads by producing inner 
impressions in the heart 

d. Holy Spirit confirms the right decision by providing inner peace with the 
decision 

e. Mature counsel—a necessary step on the path to finding God’s individual 
will 

f. Personal desires—not a guarantee of the right choice, but can be helpful 
when concordant with all the other signs 

g. Common sense—valuable asset in knowing God’s will, but a right decision 
can seem foolish to others 

h. Supernatural guidance—God has in the past and can continue to lead 
through audible voice, visions, prophets, angels and miracles 

VI. Certainty of having found God’s will  

a. Agreement of the road signs 

b. Prayer makes possible hearing God’s still small voice 

c. Achieved through close communion with God 

d. Demonstrated by the results of the decision (success or not, peace or not) 

 

The traditional view is NOT Biblical! We will make the case that God does NOT have 
an individual will for your life and that the Bible teaches something fundamentally 
different 


