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THE INTRODUCTION TO WILLIAM TYNDALE

The setting

The man

He had extraordinary linguistic skills

He had an unwavering devotion to Scripture

He is considered the Father of the English Bible

He is considered the Father of the English Reformation

He is considered the Father of the Modern English 
language

National Portrait Gallery, London
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THE LIFE OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

Early life

 Born in early 1490s, likely 1494

His family were farmers and reasonably successful 

His studies

 In 1506, at the age of 12, he entered Magdalen College at Oxford

He received his masters as a trained linguist in 1515

 In 1519 he went to study at Cambridge, where he came to embrace a deep 
commitment to the core truths of the Protestant movement

His calling
It was impossible to establish the lay people in any 

truth, except the Scripture were laid before their eyes 

in their mother tongue.

- William Tyndale -



THE LIFE OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

His road block in England

 In 1523 he asked and was denied permission to translate and publish an English 
Bible

After remaining in London for a year to plan out his translation work, he 
concluded he must leave England

The dilemma The implications The questions The options The response

Window at Hertford Chapel, Oxford



THE LIFE OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

Leaves for Wittenberg, Germany in spring of 1524

He further studied Luther’s work here

 In May 1525 he begins translating from Erasmus’ New Testament Greek text into 
English

Moves to Cologne, Germany in August 1525

Here he completes his initial translation of the New Testament

One of his printer’s workers gets tipsy and breaches secrecy

 Tyndale narrowly escaped by night prior to the raid, gathering up the few 
printed pages and the rest of his unprinted work
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Arrives in Worms, Germany in 1526

3,000 copies printed of his first edition English New Testament

One of only 3 remaining copies of

1526 first edition Tyndale New Testament, British Library
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THE LIFE OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

Works his way to Marburg, Germany in June 1528

He wrote a second book, The Obedience of the Christian Man

Here he set out on the ambitious task to translate the Old Testament from Hebrew 
while also revising his New Testament Greek translation

In 1529 he shifted his location to Antwerp

Here he completes his translation of the first 5 books of the OT – the Pentateuch

 Leaving, his ship was caught in a storm and shipwrecked

 Tragically, all his books, writings, and translation of the Pentateuch were lost

The dilemma The implications The questions The options The response



THE LIFE OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

Arrives in Hamburg, Germany

 Restarts his translation work on the Pentateuch between Mar-Dec 1529, with the 
help of Miles Coverdale

 Publishes his Hebrew translation of the Pentateuch in Antwerp in January 1530

 These also were smuggled into England

 Published a book The Practice of Prelates, which denounced the Catholic clergy 
and spoke to the corrupt relationship between the English crown and the papacy

 Translated and printed the book of Jonah in May 1531



THE LIFE OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

Moves into the house of an English merchant in Antwerp in early 1534

 The chaplain there was John Rogers, who compiled the Matthew Bible after 
Tyndale’s death

 Publishes his second edition English New Testament in 1534

 Significant revisions from 1526 edition

Added cross-references and explanatory notes in the outside margin

Considered by some historians as “the glory of his life’s work”



1534 Tyndale New Testament, David Parsons Bible Collection (Truth Remains)
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THE LIFE OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

Moves in the house of an English merchant in Antwerp in early 1534

 The chaplain there was John Rogers, who compiled the Matthew Bible after 
Tyndale’s death

 Publishes his second edition English New Testament in 1534

 Significant revisions from 1526 edition

Added cross-references and explanatory notes in the outside margin

Considered by some historians as “the glory of his life’s work”

 Publishes his third edition English New Testament in late 1534 to early 1535

Much fewer updates

Completed translation of Joshua thru 2 Chronicles in Old Testament



THE LIFE OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

The deceptive trap

 In 1535, Henry Phillips, a man in great debt, was hired to capture Tyndale

 Phillips established a sham friendship with Tyndale and lured him into a narrow 
alley where soldiers waited to arrest him

 Likely his friend John Rogers secured Tyndale’s recent translation work for later 
publishing

His imprisonment in Vilvoorde, outside Brussels

 Shivering in a cold, damp dungeon, he waited over a year for his trial

The dilemma The implications The questions The options The response



THE LIFE OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

The deceptive trap

 In 1535, Henry Phillips, a man in great debt, was hired to capture Tyndale

 Phillips established a sham friendship with Tyndale and lured him into a narrow 
alley where soldiers waited to arrest him

 Likely his friend John Rogers secured Tyndale’s recent translation work for later 
publishing

His imprisonment in Vilvoorde, outside Brussels

 Shivering in a cold, damp dungeon, he waited over a year for his trial

Here he wrote yet another work, Faith Alone Justifies before God

He stood trial in Aug 1536 and was condemned as a heretic



THE LIFE OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

His execution

On October 6, 1536, at the age of 42, Tyndale was led to the stake

At the stake, he cried out in prayer, “Lord, open the King of England’s eyes”

He was then strangled and burned

His answered prayer

 In less than a year, the King decreed that a 
copy of the Bible in English be placed in 
every church in England
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Coined many familiar terms:

Atonement

Jehovah

Passover

Scapegoat

Showbread

Mercy seat

Coined many familiar phrases:

eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth

my brother's keeper

knock and it shall be opened unto you

a moment in time

fashion not yourselves to the world

seek and ye shall find

ask and it shall be given you

judge not that ye be not judged

the word of God which liveth and lasteth forever

let there be light

the powers that be

the salt of the earth

a law unto themselves

it came to pass

the signs of the times

live, move and have our being



THE LEGACY OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

He is the father of the English Bible

Statue in London, 1884

Almost 500 years later, the river of Scripture continues to flow mightily 

across the face of the globe.  Tyndale’s translation and those based on it 

formed the basis of the King James Version in 1611, and through it, nearly 

every English translation since.  Today, English translations are numerous, yet 

they have their singular origin in Tyndale’s foundational work.  Publishers of 

English Bibles continue to stand upon the sturdy shoulders of Tyndale’s 

pioneering efforts.  Given that English is an international language, the 

ongoing influence of William Tyndale extends to the farthest corners of the 

world.

- Steve Lawson, The Daring Mission of William Tyndale



THE LEGACY OF WILLIAM TYNDALE

He is the father of the English Bible

He is the father of the English Reformation

He is the father of the Modern English language

He is a man who modeled biblical faith

Statue in London, 1884


