
The	  People	  Respond	  to	  Joshua

Joshua	  1:10-‐18



Joshua’s	  Calling	  (1)
Joshua	  1:1–9	  (NASB95)	  — 1 Now	  it	  came	  about	  after	  the	  death	  of	  Moses	  the	  servant	  of	  the	  LORD,	  that	  the	  LORD spoke	  to	  

Joshua	  the	  son	  of	  Nun,	  Moses’	  servant,	  saying,	  

• After	  death	  of	  Moses
• God’s	  Succession	  plan	  (Deut 31)

What	  was	  the	  result	  of	  Moses	  commission?
Deuteronomy	  34:9	  sons	  of	  Israel	  listened	  to	  him	  and	  did	  as	  the	  LORD had	  commanded	  Moses.	  

The	  Lord	  calls	  Joshua
“The	  Lord	  spoke	  to	  Joshua”



God’s	  timeline:	  Promise,	  Patience,	  Discipline,	  Fulfillment,	  and	  Judgment
God’s	  timeline	  for	  the Canaanites	  (Amorites) God’s	  timeline	  for	  Israel

God’s	  Land promise	  to	  Abraham	  (Genesis	  15:18-‐21)

BUT,	  won’t	  happen	  until…

“Then	  in	  the	  fourth	  generation	  they	  will	  return	  here,	  for	  the	  
iniquity	  of	  the	  Amorite	  is	  not	  yet	  complete.”

Genesis 15:16

God’s	  Land promise	  to	  Abraham	  (Genesis	  15:18-‐21)

BUT,	  won’t	  happen	  until…

“Then	  in	  the	  fourth	  generation	  they	  will	  return	  here,	  for	  the	  
iniquity	  of	  the	  Amorite	  is	  not	  yet	  complete.”

Genesis 15:16

“Iniquity of	  the	  Amorite”
Pagan	  nations	  continue	  in	  idolatry

Egyptian	  Captivity
(Genesis	  15:13)

“Iniquity of	  the	  Amorite”
Pagan	  nations	  continue	  in	  idolatry

Exodus from	  Egypt
(Genesis	  15:14)

“Iniquity of	  the	  Amorite”
Pagan	  nations	  continue	  in	  idolatry

Wilderness	  Wandering-‐Israel under	  discipline
(40	  years)

Time	  of	  ”Iniquity	  of	  the	  Amorite” over
God	  judges	  the	  pagan nations	  via	  Joshua’s	  conquest

Israel	  given	  the	  Promiseland

Joshua-‐ 7	  year	  conquest	  of	  the	  Promiseland
Israel	  settles	  into	  the	  land



Joshua’s	  Confidence	  (5-‐6)
5 “No	  man	  will	  be	  able	  to	  stand	  before	  you	  all	  the	  days	  of	  your	  life.	  Just	  as	  I	  have	  

been	  with	  Moses,	  I	  will	  be	  with	  you;	  I	  will	  not	  fail	  you	  or	  forsake	  you.	  

Power-‐ No	  man	  will	  be	  able	  to	  stand	  before	  you	  all	  the	  days	  of	  your	  life
Psalm	  68:1–2	  (NASB95)	  — 1 Let	  God	  arise,	  let	  His	  enemies	  be	  scattered,	  And	  let	  those	  who	  hate	  Him	  
flee	  before	  Him.	  2 As	  smoke	  is	  driven	  away,	  so	  drive	  them	  away;	  As	  wax	  melts	  before	  the	  fire,	  So	  let	  
the	  wicked	  perish	  before	  God.	  

Presence-‐ Just	  as	  I	  have	  been	  with	  Moses,	  I	  will	  be	  with	  you

Promise-‐ I	  will	  not	  fail	  you	  or	  forsake	  you
Hebrews	  6:18	  (NASB95)	  — 18 so	  that	  by	  two	  unchangeable	  things	  in	  which	  it	  is	  impossible	  for	  God	  
to	  lie,	  we	  who	  have	  taken	  refuge	  would	  have	  strong	  encouragement	  to	  take	  hold	  of	  the	  hope	  set	  
before	  us.	  



Joshua’s	  Commands	  (6-‐9)
6 “Be	  strong	  and	  courageous,	  for	  you	  shall	  give	  this	  people	  possession	  of	  the	  land	  which	  I	  swore	  to	  their	  fathers	  
to	  give	  them.	  7 “Only	  be	  strong	  and	  very	  courageous;	  be	  careful	  to	  do	  according	  to	  all	  the	  law	  which	  Moses	  My	  
servant	  commanded	  you;	  do	  not	  turn	  from	  it	  to	  the	  right	  or	  to	  the	  left,	  so	  that	  you	  may	  have	  success	  wherever	  
you	  go.	  8 “This	  book	  of	  the	  law	  shall	  not	  depart	  from	  your	  mouth,	  but	  you	  shall	  meditate	  on	  it	  day	  and	  night,	  so	  
that	  you	  may	  be	  careful	  to	  do	  according	  to	  all	  that	  is	  written	  in	  it;	  for	  then	  you	  will	  make	  your	  way	  prosperous,	  

and	  then	  you	  will	  have	  success.	  9 “Have	  I	  not	  commanded	  you?	  Be	  strong	  and	  courageous!	  Do	  not	  tremble	  or	  be	  
dismayed,	  for	  the	  LORD your	  God	  is	  with	  you	  wherever	  you	  go.”	  

“Strong”-‐the	  ability	  to	  accomplish	  what	  is	  intended,	  implies	  resolve
“Courageous”-‐bold	  and	  alert

God’s	  call	  to	  courage
1) Because	  of	  God’s	  promise	  of	  the	  land
2) Based	  on	  God’s	  power	  through	  His	  Word
“be	  careful”-‐to	  keep	  watch	  over,	  to	  guard



Joshua’s	  Commands	  (6-‐9)
6 “Be	  strong	  and	  courageous,	  for	  you	  shall	  give	  this	  people	  possession	  of	  the	  land	  which	  I	  swore	  to	  their	  fathers	  
to	  give	  them.	  7 “Only	  be	  strong	  and	  very	  courageous;	  be	  careful	  to	  do	  according	  to	  all	  the	  law	  which	  Moses	  My	  
servant	  commanded	  you;	  do	  not	  turn	  from	  it	  to	  the	  right	  or	  to	  the	  left,	  so	  that	  you	  may	  have	  success	  wherever	  
you	  go.	  8 “This	  book	  of	  the	  law	  shall	  not	  depart	  from	  your	  mouth,	  but	  you	  shall	  meditate	  on	  it	  day	  and	  night,	  so	  
that	  you	  may	  be	  careful	  to	  do	  according	  to	  all	  that	  is	  written	  in	  it;	  for	  then	  you	  will	  make	  your	  way	  prosperous,	  

and	  then	  you	  will	  have	  success.	  9 “Have	  I	  not	  commanded	  you?	  Be	  strong	  and	  courageous!	  Do	  not	  tremble	  or	  be	  
dismayed,	  for	  the	  LORD your	  God	  is	  with	  you	  wherever	  you	  go.”	  

God’s	  requirements	  for	  success	  in	  his	  conquest
1. He	  was	  to	  speak	  the	  Word	  “This	  book	  of	  the	  law	  shall	  not	  depart	  

from	  your	  mouth

2. He	  was	  to	  think	  on	  the	  Word “but	  you	  shall	  meditate	  on	  it	  day	  and	  
night”

3. He	  was	  obey	  its	  commands	  fully “so	  that	  you	  may	  be	  careful	  to	  do	  
according	  to	  all	  that	  is	  written	  in	  it”



Joshua	  Commands	  the	  people	  (10-‐11)
10 Then	  Joshua	  commanded	  the	  officers	  of	  the	  people,	  saying,	  11 “Pass	  through	  the	  midst	  of	  the	  

camp	  and	  command	  the	  people,	  saying,	  ‘Prepare	  provisions	  for	  yourselves,	  for	  within	  three	  days	  you	  
are	  to	  cross	  this	  Jordan,	  to	  go	  in	  to	  possess	  the	  land	  which	  the	  LORD your	  God	  is	  giving	  you,	  to	  possess	  

it.’ ”	  
Who	  are	  these	  officers?
• more	  administrative	  leaders,	  no	  military	  commanders
• elder	  type	  leaders
• trusted	  men,	  who	  had	  some	  judicial/Levitical	  responsibilities

Progression	  of	  Commands:
God	  commands	  Joshua-‐>Joshua	  commands	  the	  offices-‐>the	  officers	  command	  the	  people	  

“There	  are	  far	  too	  many	  preachers	  today	  who	  act	  as	  though	  they	  are	  begging	  their	  hearers	  
to	  do	  Christ	  and	  His	  cause	  a	  favor,	  who	  are	  so	  apologetic,	  fawning	  and	  effeminate	  they	  

have	  forfeited	  the	  respect	  of	  real	  men.	  "These	  things	  speak,	  and	  exhort,	  and	  rebuke	  with	  all	  
authority.	  Let	  no	  man	  despise	  thee"	  (Titus	  2:15).(AW	  PINK)



Maximum	  Spiritual	  Effort

In	  our	  sanctification:

Philippians	  2:12–13	  (NASB95)	  — 12 So	  then,	  my	  beloved,	  just	  as	  you	  have	  
always	  obeyed,	  not	  as	  in	  my	  presence	  only,	  but	  now	  much	  more	  in	  my	  
absence,	  work	  out	  your	  salvation	  with	  fear	  and	  trembling;	  13 for	  it	  is	  God	  
who	  is	  at	  work	  in	  you,	  both	  to	  will	  and	  to	  work	  for	  His	  good	  pleasure.	  

“I	  am	  to	  mine	  out	  of	  my	  life	  what	  God	  has	  richly	  deposited	  there	  in	  the	  
matter	  of	  salvation. I	  am	  to	  mine	  it	  out. I	  am	  to	  produce	  such	  precious	  
nuggets	  of	  personal	  character	  from	  what	  God	  has	  planted	  in	  me	  in	  my	  
salvation”	  (MacArthur)



Joshua’s	  Instructs	  the	  Reubenites,	  Gadites,	  and	  Manasseh	  (12-‐15)
12 To	  the	  Reubenites and	  to	  the	  Gadites and	  to	  the	  half-‐tribe	  of	  Manasseh,	  Joshua	  said,	  13 “Remember	  the	  word	  which	  Moses	  the	  servant	  
of	  the	  LORD commanded	  you,	  saying,	  ‘The	  LORD your	  God	  gives	  you	  rest	  and	  will	  give	  you	  this	  land.’	  14 “Your	  wives,	  your	  little	  ones,	  and	  
your	  cattle	  shall	  remain	  in	  the	  land	  which	  Moses	  gave	  you	  beyond	  the	  Jordan,	  but	  you	  shall	  cross	  before	  your	  brothers	  in	  battle	  array,	  all	  
your	  valiant	  warriors,	  and	  shall	  help	  them,	  15 until	  the	  LORD gives	  your	  brothers	  rest,	  as	  He	  gives	  you,	  and	  they	  also	  possess	  the	  land	  which	  
the	  LORD your	  God	  is	  giving	  them.	  Then	  you	  shall	  return	  to	  your	  own	  land,	  and	  possess	  that	  which	  Moses	  the	  servant	  of	  the	  LORD gave	  you	  
beyond	  the	  Jordan	  toward	  the	  sunrise.”

What	  kind	  of	  men	  were	  they?

• “your	  valiant	  warriors”
• elite	  fighting	  men	  of	  Israel
• Joshua	  chose	  thirty	  thousand	  of	  them	  for	  the	  ambush	  at	  Ai	  (Josh	  8:3)
• Took	  them	  into	  battle	  at	  Gilgal	  (10:7).	  
• Groups	  of	  four	  hundred	  mighty	  men	  (1	  Sam	  22:2)	  and	  later	  six	  hundred	  
(27:2)	  accompanied	  David	  when	  he	  was	  fleeing	  from	  Saul	  
• Later,	  an	  elite	  group	  of	  thirty	  or	  more	  who	  were	  his	  special	  warriors	  (2	  Sam	  
23:8–39).



The	  Transjordan	  Tribes
1) Calls	  them	  to	  obedience	  

(“Commanded”)
“Remember	  the	  word	  which	  Moses	  the	  
servant	  of	  the	  LORD commanded you”

2)	  Calls	  them	  to	  conditional	  rest	  (“Until”)
15 until	  the	  LORD gives	  your	  brothers	  rest,	  
as	  He	  gives	  you,	  and	  they	  also	  possess	  the	  
land	  which	  the	  LORD your	  God	  is	  giving	  
them

3)	  Calls	  them	  to	  respond	  to	  God’s	  
goodness	  shown	  to	  them	  (“Remember”)
“Remember	  the	  word”



The	  People’s	  Response	  to	  Joshua	  (16-‐18)
16 They	  answered	  Joshua,	  saying,	  “All	  that	  you	  have	  commanded	  us	  we	  will	  do,	  and	  wherever	  you	  send	  us	  we	  
will	  go.	  17 “Just	  as	  we	  obeyed	  Moses	  in	  all	  things,	  so	  we	  will	  obey	  you;	  only	  may	  the	  LORD your	  God	  be	  with	  you	  
as	  He	  was	  with	  Moses.	  18 “Anyone	  who	  rebels	  against	  your	  command	  and	  does	  not	  obey	  your	  words	  in	  all	  that	  

you	  command	  him,	  shall	  be	  put	  to	  death;	  only	  be	  strong	  and	  courageous.”	  

Who	  is	  responding	  here?

“They	  answered	  Joshua”-‐ “they	  ALL answered	  Joshua”

• language	  speaks	  of	  a	  larger	  audience	  than	  the	  immediate	  one



The	  People’s	  Response	  to	  Joshua	  (16-‐18)
16 They	  answered	  Joshua,	  saying,	  “All	  that	  you	  have	  commanded	  us	  we	  will	  do,	  and	  wherever	  you	  send	  us	  we	  
will	  go.	  17 “Just	  as	  we	  obeyed	  Moses	  in	  all	  things,	  so	  we	  will	  obey	  you;	  only	  may	  the	  LORD your	  God	  be	  with	  you	  
as	  He	  was	  with	  Moses.	  18 “Anyone	  who	  rebels	  against	  your	  command	  and	  does	  not	  obey	  your	  words	  in	  all	  that	  

you	  command	  him,	  shall	  be	  put	  to	  death;	  only	  be	  strong	  and	  courageous.”	  

We	  will…

All	  you	  have	  commanded…we	  will	  do
Where	  you	  send	  us…we	  will	  go

Prayer
Only	  may	  the	  Lord	  be	  with	  you	  as	  He	  was	  with	  Moses



The	  People’s	  Response	  to	  Joshua	  (16-‐18)
16 They	  answered	  Joshua,	  saying,	  “All	  that	  you	  have	  commanded	  us	  we	  will	  do,	  and	  wherever	  you	  send	  us	  we	  
will	  go.	  17 “Just	  as	  we	  obeyed	  Moses	  in	  all	  things,	  so	  we	  will	  obey	  you;	  only	  may	  the	  LORD your	  God	  be	  with	  you	  
as	  He	  was	  with	  Moses.	  18 “Anyone	  who	  rebels	  against	  your	  command	  and	  does	  not	  obey	  your	  words	  in	  all	  that	  

you	  command	  him,	  shall	  be	  put	  to	  death;	  only	  be	  strong	  and	  courageous.”	  

Consequences	  of	  not…
He	  who	  rebels(active	  disobedience)	  and	  does	  not	  obey	  (passive	  disobedience)…he	  shall	  be	  
put	  to	  death

lit:	  “he	  who	  rebels	  against	  your	  mouth”

• Deuteronomy	  1:26	  (NASB95)	  — 26 “Yet	  you	  were	  not	  willing	  to	  go	  up,	  but	  rebelled	  
against	  the	  command	  of	  the	  LORD your	  God;	  

• Deuteronomy	  1:43	  (NASB95)	  — 43 “So	  I	  spoke	  to	  you,	  but	  you	  would	  not	  listen.	  Instead	  
you	  rebelled	  against	  the	  command	  of	  the	  LORD,	  and	  acted	  presumptuously	  and	  went	  up	  
into	  the	  hill	  country.	  

• Deuteronomy	  9:23	  (NASB95)	  — 23 “When	  the	  LORD sent	  you	  from	  Kadesh-‐barnea,	  
saying,	  ‘Go	  up	  and	  possess	  the	  land	  which	  I	  have	  given	  you,’	  then	  you	  rebelled	  against	  the	  
command	  of	  the	  LORD your	  God;	  you	  neither	  believed	  Him	  nor	  listened	  to	  His	  voice.	  



The	  People’s	  Response	  to	  Joshua	  (16-‐18)
16 They	  answered	  Joshua,	  saying,	  “All	  that	  you	  have	  commanded	  us	  we	  will	  do,	  and	  wherever	  you	  send	  us	  we	  
will	  go.	  17 “Just	  as	  we	  obeyed	  Moses	  in	  all	  things,	  so	  we	  will	  obey	  you;	  only	  may	  the	  LORD your	  God	  be	  with	  you	  
as	  He	  was	  with	  Moses.	  18 “Anyone	  who	  rebels	  against	  your	  command	  and	  does	  not	  obey	  your	  words	  in	  all	  that	  

you	  command	  him,	  shall	  be	  put	  to	  death;	  only	  be	  strong	  and	  courageous.”	  

Consequences	  of	  not…
He	  who	  rebels(active	  disobedience)	  and	  does	  not	  obey	  (passive	  
disobedience)…he	  shall	  be	  put	  to	  death

Prayer	  

Only	  be	  strong	  and	  courageous



Conclusion…

Every	  good	  intention	  and	  maximum	  human	  devotion,	  cannot,	  apart	  from	  Christ,	  
do	  anything	  to	  please	  God

Isaiah	  64:6	  (NASB95)	  — 6 For	  all	  of	  us	  have	  become	  like	  one	  who	  is	  unclean,	  And	  all	  
our	  righteous	  deeds	  are	  like	  a	  filthy	  garment;	  And	  all	  of	  us	  wither	  like	  a	  leaf,	  And	  
our	  iniquities,	  like	  the	  wind,	  take	  us	  away.	  

1	  Corinthians	  6:9–11	  (NASB95)	  — 9 Or	  do	  you	  not	  know	  that	  the	  unrighteous	  will	  
not	  inherit	  the	  kingdom	  of	  God?	  Do	  not	  be	  deceived;	  neither	  fornicators,	  nor	  
idolaters,	  nor	  adulterers,	  nor	  effeminate,	  nor	  homosexuals,	  10 nor	  thieves,	  nor	  the	  
covetous,	  nor	  drunkards,	  nor	  revilers,	  nor	  swindlers,	  will	  inherit	  the	  kingdom	  of	  God.	  
11 Such	  were	  some	  of	  you;	  but	  you	  were	  washed,	  but	  you	  were	  sanctified,	  but	  you	  
were	  justified	  in	  the	  name	  of	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  and	  in	  the	  Spirit	  of	  our	  God.	  



Conclusion…

Pictures	  of	  eternal	  life	  from	  Joshua:

• Joshua:	  	  “the	  Lord	  saves”	  (serves	  a	  picture	  of	  a	  man,	  a	  real	  person	  
who	  would	  come	  and	  save	  us,	  not	  form	  the	  nations	  but	  from	  our	  sin)
• Picture	  of	  entering	  in	  to	  “rest”	  (rest	  from	  our	  striving,	  rest	  from	  
waring	  with	  God,	  rest	  from	  our	  weariness	  of	  sin)
• “Promiseland”-‐ a	  dimly	  lit	  picture	  of	  the	  true	  home	  that	  awaits	  
believers	  in	  heaven
• Judgment	  of	  the	  wicked	  in	  the	  destruction	  of	  the	  Canaanite.	  While	  
God	  is	  long	  suffering	  with	  sinners,	  He	  will	  deal	  with	  sin	  eternally



Conclusion…

We,	  like	  the	  Reuben,	  Gad,	  and	  Manasseh	  are	  to	  obey	  out	  of	  gratitude.

“The	  sacrifice	  of	  thanksgiving	  is	  one	  that	  would	  have	  been	  part	  of	  our	  
worship	  even	  if	  Adam	  never	  fell.	  Sin’s	  entrance	  into	  the	  world	  made	  the	  
burnt	  offering,	  the	  sin	  offering,	  and,	  ultimately,	  the	  offering	  of	  Christ	  
necessary	  for	  fellowship	  with	  God.	  Yet	  even	  in	  a	  sinless	  world,	  we	  would	  
have	  been	  required	  to	  show	  the	  Lord	  thanks	  for	  all	  He	  has	  given	  to	  us.	  
Thanksgiving	  is	  an	  essential	  part	  of	  true	  worship,	  and	  the	  failure	  to	  give	  
thanks	  to	  the	  Lord	  is	  one	  of	  humanity’s	  gravest	  sins	  (Rom.	  1:18–21).	  We	  
would	  have	  offered	  sacrifices	  of	  thanksgiving	  even	  in	  an	  unfallen world.”	  
(RC	  Sproul)


