
Stones of Remembrance
Joshua 4



The Lord’s Special Instructions (1-7)

•The Lord instructs Joshua (1-3)

- When the crossing is complete, the Lord speaks (1)

- The Lord tells Joshua to command the men he had chosen earlier 
to collect 12 stones from the river bed (2-3)

• Joshua gives the Lord’s command to the men (4-5)

• Joshua explains the purpose for the stones (6-7)



God’s Plan is Executed and the River Restored (8-18)

•The men obey the command (8)

• Joshua sets up his own memorial in the riverbed (9)

•The fulfillment of God’s plan: a summary of the crossing 
(10-13)

“If the sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben, everyone who is 
armed for battle, will cross with you over the Jordan in the 
presence of the LORD, and the land is subdued before you, then 
you shall give them the land of Gilead for a possession; but if 
they will not cross over with you armed, they shall have 
possessions among you in the land of Canaan.” The sons of Gad 
and the sons of Reuben answered saying, “As the LORD has said 
to your servants, so we will do.  We ourselves will cross over 
armed in the presence of the LORD into the land of Canaan, and 
the possession of our inheritance shall remain with us across the 
Jordan.”

Numbers 32:29-32



God’s Plan is Executed and the River Restored (8-18)

•The men obey the command (8)

• Joshua sets up his own memorial in the riverbed (9)

•The fulfillment of God’s plan: a summary of the crossing 
(10-13)

•The fulfillment of God’s promise to Joshua (14)

•The Jordan River is restored (15-18)



Setting Up the Stones; Explaining Their Purpose(19-24)

•The timing of this event (19)

• Joshua sets up the stones at Gilgal (20)

•The significance of the stones: Joshua addresses the nation 
(21-24)

- A tool for remembering the power of God and teaching future 
generations (21-23)

- A testimony to the nations of the Lord’s mighty power (24a)

- The bottom line: fear God and obey Him (24b)



Implication / Application
• What were some key moments when the Lord acted powerfully and 

unmistakably in your own life?

• There is value in making note of these things and reviewing them so that you 
never forget the Lord’s greatness and faithfulness

• The result?  Reverence and obedience

“I shall remember the deeds of the LORD; surely I will remember your wonders 
of old.  I will meditate on all Your work and muse on Your deeds.  Your way, O 
God is holy; what God is great like our God?”

Psalm 77:11-13


