
Achan’s Guilt and the Consequences of Sin
Joshua 7:16-26



The Guilty One is Exposed (16-18)

•Selection of tribe, family, household, down to the individual 
was likely made by the casting of lots

“The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.”   
Proverbs 16:33



The Guilty One is Exposed (16-18)

•Selection of tribe, family, household, down to the individual 
was likely made by the casting of lots

•This was not an instantaneous process

• Process was suspenseful, holding everyone’s attention

• It provided time for all to reflect on the seriousness of sin

• It gave an opportunity for the guilty one to repent



The Guilty One is Exposed (16-18)

•Selection of tribe, family, household, down to the individual 
was likely made by the casting of lots

•This was not an instantaneous process

•Achan chose not to come forward

•Sinners have always clung to the irrational hope that they 
would not get caught
• Genesis 3:6-11

• Psalm 32:1-5

“The eyes of the LORD are in every place, 
watching the evil and the good.”  

- Proverbs 15:3



Achan Explains His Actions (19-21)

• Joshua confronts Achan (19)

•Achan chooses to confess his sin (20-21)

•He describes in a direct way the steps of his action:

•He saw

•He coveted

•He took

•He concealed

•A deadly pattern:  Genesis 3:6-8;  2 Samuel 11:2-6, 15

“Each one is tempted when he is carried away and 
enticed by his own lust.  Then when lust has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is 
accomplished, it brings forth death.” James 1:14-15



Achan’s Guilt is Confirmed and the Sentence 
Administered (22-26)

•The confession is verified (22)

•The evidence is presented (23)

•The sentence is carried out (24-25)

•His wife is not mentioned – perhaps had died

•Why were his children executed with him??  Deut. 24:16

•Most likely they were accomplices

•Stones of remembrance (26)



Implications / Application
1. Sin is never hidden from God!  To think otherwise is irrational and foolish.

2. The Lord does not overlook sin.  His patience and forbearance are designed 
to give unbelievers time to repent.

3. For those in Christ, when we sin we must be quick to confess it and repent 
from it.  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”   1 John 1:9

4. We must be quick to turn from temptation and not keep entertaining wrong 
thoughts in our minds.  

5. Sin has consequences not just for us, but our sin also impacts those around 
us, by our attitudes, our example and our influence.

6. Praise God that for the believer, “Therefore, there is no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus”! Romans 8:1


