
EXALTING CHRIST
IN LIFE AND DEATH
Philippians 1:21-26





PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE ON LIVING 
AND DYING IN CHRIST

• Living means serving Christ (1:21a)

Acts 20:24 24But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to 
myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received 
from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of 
God. 



PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE ON LIVING 
AND DYING IN CHRIST

• Living means serving Christ (1:21a)
• Dying is the ultimate, personal gain (v21b)

Romans 14:7–8 7For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for 
himself; 8for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the 
Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 



PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE ON LIVING 
AND DYING IN CHRIST

• Living means serving Christ (1:21a)
• Dying is the ultimate, personal gain (v21b)
• Living means fruitful spiritual labor (v22a)
 Preaching of the Word of Christ, the gospel

Colossians 1:5–6 5because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of 
which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel 6which has 
come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and 
increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you 
heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth; 



PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE ON LIVING 
AND DYING IN CHRIST

• Living means serving Christ (1:21a)
• Dying is the ultimate, personal gain (v21b)
• Living means fruitful spiritual labor (v22a)
 Preaching of the Word of Christ, the gospel
 Good works for which we are created in Christ Jesus

Ephesians 2:10 10For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk 
in them. 



PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE ON LIVING 
AND DYING IN CHRIST

• Living means serving Christ (1:21a)
• Dying is the ultimate, personal gain (v21b)
• Living means fruitful spiritual labor (v22a)
 Preaching of the Word of Christ, the gospel
 Good works for which we are created in Christ Jesus
 God’s work in us, to will and to work for His good pleasure

Philippians 2:13 13for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to 
work for His good pleasure. 



PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE ON LIVING 
AND DYING IN CHRIST

• Living means serving Christ (1:21a)
• Dying is the ultimate, personal gain (v21b)
• Living means fruitful spiritual labor (v22a)
 Preaching of the Word of Christ, the gospel
 Good works for which we are created in Christ Jesus
 God’s work in us, to will and to work for His good pleasure
 Fruit of godly attitudes

Galatians 5:22–23 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there is no law. 



PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE ON LIVING 
AND DYING IN CHRIST

• Living means serving Christ (1:21a)
• Dying is the ultimate, personal gain (v21b)
• Living means fruitful spiritual labor (v22a)
 Preaching of the Word of Christ, the gospel
 Good works for which we are created in Christ Jesus
 God’s work in us, to will and to work for His good pleasure
 Fruit of godly attitudes
 Fruit of righteous deeds

Philippians 1:11 11having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which 
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 



PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE ON LIVING 
AND DYING IN CHRIST

• Living means serving Christ (1:21a)
• Dying is the ultimate, personal gain (v21b)
• Living means fruitful spiritual labor (v22a)
 Preaching of the Word of Christ, the gospel
 Good works for which we are created in Christ Jesus
 God’s work in us, to will and to work for His good pleasure
 Fruit of godly attitudes
 Fruit of righteous deeds
 Fruit of leading others to salvation

Romans 1:13 13I do not want you to be 
unaware, brethren, that often I have 
planned to come to you (and have been 
prevented so far) so that I may obtain 
some fruit among you also, even as 
among the rest of the Gentiles. 
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AND DYING IN CHRIST

• Living means serving Christ (1:21a)
• Dying is the ultimate, personal gain (v21b)
• Living means fruitful spiritual labor (v22a)
• He doesn’t know which to choose (vv22b-23a)
• Departing and being with Christ is very much better (v23b)
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Benefits of Being in Heaven
• Serve and fellowship with Christ 

forever
• No more pain or unmet needs
• See God face and face, know Him 

fully
• Be like Him in righteousness
• Rest from laboring in sin-cursed world
• Free from the presence and influence 

of sin
• Enjoy eternal inheritance/rewards



PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE ON LIVING 
AND DYING IN CHRIST

• Living means serving Christ (1:21a)
• Dying is the ultimate, personal gain (v21b)
• Living means fruitful spiritual labor (v22a)
• He doesn’t know which to choose (vv22b-23a)
• Departing and being with Christ is very much better (v23b)
• Remaining here to minister is more beneficial for the church (v24)



Benefits of Staying on Earth
• Continues serving Christ and His 

purposes on earth
• More beneficial to the church
• The Philippian church needed:

• More of the Lord’s humility
• To be on guard against false 

teachers
• To observe and follow Paul’s example
• To oppose the enemies of the cross
• To live in harmony in the Lord
• To not be anxious about anything 

but pray with right attitudes
• To dwell on everything that is godly
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Difficulties Encountered So Far
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• Often in danger of death
• 5x 39 lashes
• Stoned
• 3x shipwrecked
• Experienced many dangers
• Much labor and hardship
• Sleepless nights, hunger and thirst
• In cold and exposure
• Daily pressure of concern for all the 

churches
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PAUL’S PERSPECTIVE ON LIVING 
AND DYING IN CHRIST

• Living means serving Christ (1:21a)
• Dying is the ultimate, personal gain (v21b)
• Living means fruitful spiritual labor (v22a)
• He doesn’t know which to choose (vv22b-23a)
• Departing and being with Christ is very much better (v23b)
• Remaining here to minister is more beneficial for the church (v24)
• He becomes convinced that he will remain and continue to minister (v25)
• His ongoing ministry will cause their confidence in Christ to abound (v26)



REFLECTIONS

• This describes Paul’s heart – what about you?
• Do you anticipate and long for heaven?
• Does “to live is Christ” describe you?
• Do you long to selflessly serve others for the glory of God?
• Do you maintain joy in serving Christ despite the difficulties of life?

• Let’s follow Paul’s example to serve and live for the glory of Christ – no 
matter what!
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