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Vineyards Near Hebron



Introduction

The structure of the book of Joshua

• Entering the Promised Land:  Chapters 1-5

• Conquering the Promised Land:  Chapters 6-12

•Dividing the Land Among the Tribes:  Chapters 13-19

• Chapter 13 describes Moses’ allotment of the land east of the Jordan 

• Chapters 14-19 describe Joshua’s allotment of the land west of the Jordan

In the allotment on the west side of the Jordan, two men are 
highlighted:  Caleb (Ch.14) and Joshua (Ch.19:49-50)



Dividing the Territory West of the Jordan (1-5)

The process of dividing the inheritance among the tribes:
•Who carried out the process?  

Eleazar the priest, Joshua, the heads of households of the tribes (v.1)

•How were decisions to be made?  
By casting lots, which was not a random process:  Proverbs 16:33 (v.2a)

•Why this method?  

It was commanded by the LORD:  Numbers 26:52, 55-56; 34:13-15 (v.2b)

•Which tribes received land?  

All but the Levites, who received cities and pastures (v.3-4)

• The division of the land was carried out with full obedience (v.5)



A Look at the Man, Caleb
•He is described as the son of Jephunneh, the Kenizzite (6a)

The Kenizzites were listed in Genesis 15:19 as one of the pagan nations whose 
land God was giving to Israel.  This suggests Caleb’s family had pagan roots, but 
at some point chose to align themselves with the God of Israel, similar to 
Rahab and Ruth.



A Look at the Man, Caleb
•He is described as the son of Jephunneh, the Kenizzite (6a)

•He was the spy who represented Judah, chosen because he was a 
leader (Numbers 13:1-3, 6)

•A specific location the spies searched out was Hebron (Numbers 13:22)

• It is Caleb who first speaks up, expressing confidence that Israel can 
take the land (Numbers 13:30)

• Caleb’s trust is in the LORD (Numbers 14:8-9)

• The LORD commended Caleb for trusting Him fully.  He promised to 
bring him into the land; his descendants would take possession of it 
(Numbers 14:22-24, 30)



Caleb’s Request (6-12)
•He calls on Joshua to remember what the two of them had 

experienced together at Kadesh-barnea (6)

• Caleb reviews what he had done at that time (7-8)

•He reminds Joshua of Moses’ oath (9, c.f. Deuteronomy 1:36)

•He recites God’s faithfulness to him (10-11)

•He makes a surprising request (12)

• He wants as his inheritance the very location whose residents struck fear in 
the hearts of the ten unfaithful spies

• His confidence is in the LORD alone



Joshua’s Reply (13-15)
• Joshua honored Caleb’s request, giving him Hebron as his 

inheritance (13)

•What was the reason?  “Because Caleb followed the LORD God of 
Israel fully.” (14)

•A name change for the location (15a)

Kiriath-arba was changed to Hebron.  Kiriath-arba means “the city of Arba”, 
Arba being the greatest of the Anakim.  This place name that was no longer 
fitting, for in Chapter 15 we will discover that because he followed the LORD 
fully, Caleb did indeed drive out the Anakim.



Joshua’s Reply (13-15)
• Joshua honored Caleb’s request, giving him Hebron as his 

inheritance (13)

•What was the reason?  “Because Caleb followed the LORD God of 
Israel fully.” (14)

•A name change for the location (15a)

• The land had rest from war (15b)



Conclusions / Application
▪Caleb was not one to go along with the popular view, but stood firm in the 

truth, “as it was in my heart” (verse 7).  How willing are you to stand for the 
truth when the current of popular opinion is going the other way?

▪Caleb was concerned about obedience, not comfort.  Are you willing to set 
aside your personal comfort to serve the Lord and pursue His glory?

▪What challenges are you facing right now?  How completely do you trust the 
Lord to take you through them?

▪Caleb recognized the Lord’s blessing in His life and knew any success he 
enjoyed was all of Him.  Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches;  he 
who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you 
can do nothing.” - John 15:5


