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How does a “Doer” Respond?

Controlling the tongue  
1:26; 3:1-12

Concern for those in need 
1:27

Keeping from worldliness 
4:4-10

26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and 
yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his 

own heart, this man's religion is worthless. 

 27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of 
our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and 

widows in their distress

and to keep oneself unstained by the world
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“Is it not the rich who oppress 
you and personally drag you 

into court?  Do they not 
blaspheme the fair name by 

which you have been called?” 
James 2:6b-7
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“For all who rely on works of the 
law are under a curse; for it is 
written, "Cursed be everyone 

who does not abide by all 
things written in the Book of 

the Law, and do them." 
Galatians 3:10
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➢ What James wants his readers to do
“So speak and act as those who 

are judged by the law of 
liberty.” 

James 2:12

2 Corinthians 5:10  
“For we must all appear 

before the judgment 
seat of Christ, so that 

each one may be 
recompensed for his 

deeds in the body, 
according to what he 

has done, whether 
good or bad.”

➢ What James warns his readers with

“For judgment will be merciless to 
one who has shown no mercy; 

mercy triumphs over judgment.”  
James 2:13

*Matt 18:23-35
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Conclusion

➢ Do you struggle with Favoritism?
✓ Wealth or Beauty
✓ Talents or Abilities
✓ Race
✓ School Preferences

➢ If “Yes”….
✓ …Are you willing to repent & love like God 

commands?
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➢ How do you “fight” favoritism?
✓ Like James does…

Conclusion

“My brethren, do not hold your faith 
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ 
in with an attitude of favoritism.” 

James 2:1

…With the Gospel!





“As the saying goes, the ground is level at the foot of the 
cross.  And everyone who is seated with Christ has a prime 

seat.  Rich and poor, young and old, male and female; all 
come as sinners in need of Christ and His grace.  Whoever 
we are by the world’s standards, we are orphaned by sin 

and adopted into God’s family by grace…..
When we play favorites we deny the Gospel.

Daniel M. Doriani
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