
REDEEMED

Ruth 4



FROM LAST WEEK WE SAW…

Last week we saw …

•Naomi’s plan, Ruth’s proposal, and Boaz’s acceptance

•The issue of the “Closer relative”

•Naomi’s Response to Ruth…WAIT!



The Redeemer seeks out his audience (1-2) 

What was this “closer Redeemer” to do?
The Hebrew word translated “close relative” refers to a person who acted as protector of 
the family rights. He could be called on by family members to perform a number of duties:

 (1) buy back property the family had sold,
(2) provide an heir for a deceased brother by marrying his widow (in a Levirate situation)
(3) buy back a family member who had been sold into slavery due to poverty
(4) avenge a relative’s murder by killing the murderer. 

-MacArthur, John F. (2016-03-29). Joshua, Judges, and Ruth: Finally in the Land 
(MacArthur Bible Studies) (p. 122)



The Redeemer’s offer (3-6) 

The council of elders: 10 qualified for official quorum to enact legal and business transactions

The Redeemer’s offer (3-6)
The offer to redeem the land (3-4) … accepted!

The Land and Jubilee
• Every fiftieth year, all leased or mortgaged lands were to be returned to their original owners, and all slaves 

and bonded laborers were to be freed (Lev. 25:10)
• In Naomi’s case, since she had no sons and grandsons, there was no one to inherit back the land

The closer relative’s angle: 
• He could purchase the land now for next to nothing and at the year of Jubilee retain it for his own children’s 

inheritance

The offer to redeem Ruth (5-6) … declined!

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/Lev.%2025.10%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Redemption Confirmed (7-10)

The removal and giving of the sandal

• Possible Background: Joshua 1:3

• Signified a finalized transaction

• Boaz would redeem Ruth



The Elders’ Benediction (11-12)

Towards Ruth:
“Like Rachel and Leah”…”both of who built the house of Israel”

Towards Boaz: “may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become famous in Bethlehem.” 

Descendants on Ruth and Boaz: “…may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to 
Judah, through the offspring which the Lord will give you by this young woman.”

Jacob’s last words to his sons included…
Genesis 49:10 (NASB95) — 10 “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler’s staff from between his 
feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 

Just as Tamar kept the line of Judah going in keeping with YHWH’s eternal purposes, may your offspring 
carry out God’s plan of redemption



Redemption Accomplished (13-17)

Boaz and Ruth marry and have a son (13)

The women of God rejoice! (14-15)

How would the Lord redeem Naomi through this child?
1) Securing her future

“Obed”- his name means “Servant”

2)Providing her joy now



The Redeemer’s Line is Remade 
(17b-22)

• Intentional genealogy
• incomplete
• gaps in times
• only lists 10 generations

The point of the book of Ruth is…

• To give us a snapshot of one of the most important passages in the OT concerning the 
coming Redeemer

• To show us how the Lord in His great Sovereignty orders events and in His providence 
carries out his purposes amidst the disobedience and obedience of individuals

• To keep the line intact that would bring forth the true Redeemer Jesus Christ
• One that would redeem people from their sin



Conclusion

There is only one True Redeemer and it has been God’s plan from eternity past to bring His plan of 
Redemption to fruition

“Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the 
Messiah” (Matthew 1:16)

Our God is the Lord of Restoration
God, after bringing discipline, forgives and many times brings full restoration 

“Far Country”-  many times in Scripture, Sin and and disobedience are referred to as a place

“shub”-  Hebrew verb  to “return”, “repent” ,“turning back”, or “restoring”


