
The	Life	of	David	
1	Samuel	16	–	David	is	Anointed	King	



Background

•  Israel	was	ruled	by	judges	for	over	400	years	
– A	spiritual	low	point	-	everyone	did	what	was	right	in	his	own	eyes	

Judges	17:6	6In	those	days	there	was	no	king	in	Israel;	
every	man	did	what	was	right	in	his	own	eyes.	
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– This	was	in	rejec8on	of	God	as	their	king	
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– Saul	was	picked	by	God	to	reflect	the	sinful	values	and	hearts	of	the	people	



Background

•  Israel	was	ruled	by	judges	for	over	400	years	
•  Samuel	was	a	judge	and	priest	
•  Israel	wanted	a	king	like	the	surrounding	naDons	
•  Saul	becomes	Israel’s	first	king	in	1050	BC	
•  Saul	is	eventually	rejected	by	God	as	king	

– He	disobeys	God	
– He	presents	a	false	exterior	in	pretending	to	be	spiritual	
– The	Lord	rejects	Saul	as	king	because	Saul	rejected	the	word	of	the	Lord	



David’s Selec5on and Anoin5ng as King (16:1-13)

•  Samuel	is	sent	to	Bethlehem	
– God	tells	Samuel	to	go	to	Jesse	in	Bethlehem,	as	one	of	his	sons	has	been	
chosen	to	be	king	(v1)	
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David’s Selec5on and Anoin5ng as King (16:1-13)

•  Samuel	is	sent	to	Bethlehem	
– God	tells	Samuel	to	go	to	Jesse	in	Bethlehem,	as	one	of	his	sons	has	been	
chosen	to	be	king	(v1)	

– Samuel	now	fears	being	killed	by	Saul	(v2a)	
– God	tells	Samuel	to	plan	a	sacrifice	to	avoid	suspicion	by	Saul	(vv2b-3)	



David’s Selec5on and Anoin5ng as King (16:1-13)

•  Samuel	is	sent	to	Bethlehem	
•  Samuel	searches	for	the	new	king	

– The	elders	in	Bethlehem	iniDally	tremble	at	the	arrival	of	Samuel	(vv4-5a)	
–  Jesse	and	his	sons	are	also	invited	to	the	sacrifice	(v5b)	
– Samuel	thought	surely	Eliab,	the	oldest	son,	would	be	the	Lord’s	anointed	new	
king	(v6)	

– The	Lord	tells	Samuel	that	while	man	looks	at	the	outward	appearance,	He	
looks	at	the	heart	(v7)	

– AWer	the	other	brothers	present	are	not	chosen,	David,	the	youngest,	is	
summoned	(vv8-12a)	



David’s Selec5on and Anoin5ng as King (16:1-13)

•  Samuel	is	sent	to	Bethlehem	
•  Samuel	searches	for	the	new	king	
•  Samuel	anoints	David	as	king	

– The	Lord	instructs	Samuel	to	anoint	David	as	king	(vv12b-13a)	
– The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	came	mighDly	upon	David	from	that	day	forward	(v13b)	



David’s Royal Service to Saul (vv14-23)

•  The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	departs	from	Saul,	while	an	evil	spirit	terrorizes	
him	(v14)	

Psalm	51:11	11Do	not	cast	me	away	from	Your	presence	
and	do	not	take	Your	Holy	Spirit	from	me.		

Romans	8:9	9However,	you	are	not	in	the	flesh	but	in	the	
Spirit,	if	indeed	the	Spirit	of	God	dwells	in	you.	But	if	anyone	
does	not	have	the	Spirit	of	Christ,	he	does	not	belong	to	Him.		



David’s Royal Service to Saul (vv14-23)

•  The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	departs	from	Saul,	while	an	evil	spirit	terrorizes	
him	(v14)	
– Likely	a	demon	God	allows	to	torment,	not	possess,	Saul	



David’s Royal Service to Saul (vv14-23)

•  The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	departs	from	Saul,	while	an	evil	spirit	terrorizes	
him	(v14)	
•  Saul’s	servants	suggest	harp	music	for	temporary	relief	from	the	evil	
spirit	(vv15-17)	
• David	is	recommended	and	chosen	to	enter	the	royal	court	and	play	
for	Saul	(vv18-23)	
– David	is	excepDonally	giWed	
– David	greatly	ministered	to	Saul	
– Saul	loved	David	greatly	



Reflec5ons

• Man	looks	at	outward	appearance,	but	God	looks	at	the	heart	
– David	had	a	heart	that	was	pleasing	to	the	Lord	

• Obedience	and	submission	from	the	heart	really	macers	
• God	is	sovereign	–	man	is	not	
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Discussion Ques5ons

1.  What	qualiDes	did	David	possess	that	prepared	him	to	become	king?		How	
were	these	qualiDes	different	from	Saul’s?	

2.  AWer	David	was	anointed,	how	did	God	sovereignly	help	prepare	him	to	
become	king?	

3.  When	have	outward	appearances	led	you	to	a	wrong	conclusion?	

4.  What	are	common	ways	today	that	people	demonstrate	they	do	not	truly	have	
a	heart	of	obedience	and	submission	to	the	Lord?	

5.  What	is	a	key	personal	takeaway	from	this	lesson	for	you?	


