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David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth



David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth 

• David remembers his oath to Jonathan and inquires how he might fulfill 
it (vv1-3a)

Theme:  David modeled God’s covenant faithfulness in remembering his vow 
to Jonathan and by showing kindness to Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth
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Theme:  David modeled God’s covenant faithfulness in remembering his vow 
to Jonathan and by showing kindness to Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth

1 Samuel 20:14–17,42 14“If I am still alive, will you not show me 
the lovingkindness of the LORD, that I may not die? 15You shall not 
cut off your lovingkindness from my house forever, not even 
when the LORD cuts off every one of the enemies of David from 
the face of the earth.” 16So Jonathan made a covenant with the 
house of David, saying, “May the LORD require it at the hands of 
David’s enemies.” 17Jonathan made David vow again because of 
his love for him, because he loved him as he loved his own 
life…42Jonathan said to David, “Go in safety, inasmuch as we have 
sworn to each other in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD
will be between me and you, and between my descendants and 
your descendants forever.’ ” Then he rose and departed, while 
Jonathan went into the city. 
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• David remembers his oath to Jonathan and inquires how he might fulfill 
it (vv1-3a)

• Ziba mentions Jonathan’s crippled son Mephibosheth and David sends 
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2 Samuel 4:4 4Now Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son crippled in his feet. He 
was five years old when the report of Saul and Jonathan came from 
Jezreel, and his nurse took him up and fled. And it happened that in her 
hurry to flee, he fell and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.



David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth 

• David remembers his oath to Jonathan and inquires how he might fulfill 
it (vv1-3a)

• Ziba mentions Jonathan’s crippled son Mephibosheth and David sends 
for him (vv3b-5)

• Mephibosheth arrives and humbly greets David (v6)
• David shows kindness to Mephibosheth (v7)

– By giving him land
– By giving him privilege
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David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth 

• David remembers his oath to Jonathan and inquires how he might fulfill 
it (vv1-3a)

• Ziba mentions Jonathan’s crippled son Mephibosheth and David sends 
for him (vv3b-5)

• Mephibosheth arrives and humbly greets David (v6)
• David shows kindness to Mephibosheth (v7)
• Mephibosheth responds to David’s kind offer in the most humble of 

ways (v8)

Theme:  David modeled God’s covenant faithfulness in remembering his vow 
to Jonathan and by showing kindness to Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth



David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth 

• David calls Ziba and gives him instructions (vv9-10)
– Ziba is to give everything that belonged to Saul and all his house to 

Mephibosheth (v9)
– Ziba and his sons and servants are to work the land and give the produce to 

Mephibosheth (v10a,c)
– Mephibosheth is to eat regularly at David’s table (v10b)

Theme:  David modeled God’s covenant faithfulness in remembering his vow 
to Jonathan and by showing kindness to Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth



David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth 

• David calls Ziba and gives him instructions (vv9-10)
• Ziba agrees to do all that the king had commanded (v11a)
• Mephibosheth then lives in Jerusalem with his son Mica and is treated 

as one of David’s own sons at his royal table (vv11b-13)

Theme:  David modeled God’s covenant faithfulness in remembering his vow 
to Jonathan and by showing kindness to Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth



Question on 2 Samuel 21
Mephibosheth is handed over by David to the Gibeonites to be hanged.  
Did David not keep his vow?  How do you explain?

2 Samuel 21:8–9 8So the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, Armoni
and Mephibosheth whom she had borne to Saul, and the five sons of Merab the 
daughter of Saul, whom she had borne to Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite. 
9Then he gave them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the 
mountain before the LORD, so that the seven of them fell together; and they were put to 
death in the first days of harvest at the beginning of barley harvest. 



Question on 2 Samuel 21
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Did David not keep his vow?  How do you explain?

2 Samuel 21:8–9 8So the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, Armoni
and Mephibosheth whom she had borne to Saul, and the five sons of Merab the 
daughter of Saul, whom she had borne to Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite. 
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death in the first days of harvest at the beginning of barley harvest. 

2 Samuel 21:7 7But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, 
because of the oath of the LORD which was between them, between David and Saul’s son 
Jonathan.



Ziba the Traitor and His Unloving Disloyalty

• Ziba’s actions
– He was charged by David to serve Mephibosheth, which he agreed to do

(2 Samuel 9)
– He later accuses Mephibosheth of wanting to bring down David as king

(2 Samuel 16)
– Mephibosheth later sets the record straight with David in revealing Ziba’s lies

(2 Samuel 19)

• Ziba’s character
– He was dishonest
– He was disloyal and unfaithful
– He was unloving



Hebrew Word Hesed

• Common translations
NASB=lovingkindness ESV/RSV=steadfast love     KJV=mercy     NIV=love

• Primary sense in Scripture is loyal love

2 Samuel 9:1 1Then David said, “Is there 
yet anyone left of the house of Saul, that 
I may show him kindness (Heb. hesed) 
for Jonathan’s sake?” 

NASB Translations Senses



Hebrew Word Hesed

• Common translations
NASB=lovingkindness ESV/RSV=steadfast love     KJV=mercy     NIV=love

• Primary sense in Scripture is loyal love
• 3 basic meanings, which always interact:

– Strength – intentional effort and ability to act
– Steadfastness – reliability, endurance, permanence
– Love – willing affection and generosity that seeks to benefit
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Reflections and Application

• David’s desire was to put the character of God on display in his own life
• As believers, we are also called to put God’s character on display in our 

own lives

• Imitating God in our character and actions is an immeasurable blessing 
on others

Ephesians 5:1 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 

2 Samuel 9:3a 3The king said, “Is 
there not yet anyone of the house 
of Saul to whom I may show the 
kindness (hesed) of God?”

2 Samuel 9:3a 3The king said, “Is 
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kindness (hesed) of God?”



1 Chronicles 8:34–40  34The son of Jonathan was
Merib-baal (Mephibosheth), and Merib-baal became 
the father of Micah (Mica).  35The sons of Micah were
Pithon, Melech, Tarea and Ahaz. 36Ahaz became the 
father of Jehoaddah, and Jehoaddah became the 
father of Alemeth, Azmaveth and Zimri; and Zimri 
became the father of Moza. 37Moza became the 
father of Binea; Raphah was his son, Eleasah his son, 
Azel his son. 38Azel had six sons, and these were their 
names: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, 
Obadiah and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel. 
39The sons of Eshek his brother were Ulam his 
firstborn, Jeush the second and Eliphelet the third. 
40The sons of Ulam were mighty men of valor, 
archers, and had many sons and grandsons, 150 of 
them. All these were of the sons of Benjamin. 



Reflections and Application

• David’s desire was to put the character of God on display in his own life
• As believers, we are also called to put God’s character on display in our 

own lives

• Imitating God in our character and actions is an immeasurable blessing 
on others

• Be reminded of God’s hesed toward you personally who are in Christ! 

Ephesians 5:1 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 

2 Samuel 9:3a 3The king said, “Is 
there not yet anyone of the house 
of Saul to whom I may show the 
kindness (hesed) of God?”
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Table Discussion
• What from the lesson did you find personally encouraging?
• What from the lesson did you find personally challenging?


