
The Life of David
2 Samuel 10

An Evil Response to an Offer of Kindness
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Hebrew Word Hesed

• Common translations
NASB=lovingkindness ESV/RSV=steadfast love     KJV=mercy     NIV=love

• Primary sense in Scripture is loyal love
• 3 basic meanings, which always interact:

– Strength – intentional effort and ability to act
– Steadfastness – reliability, endurance, permanence
– Love – willing affection and generosity that seeks to benefit
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David Offers Kindness But Gets an Evil Response 

• Nahash, king of the Ammonites, has died and Hanun his son becomes 
king (v1)

• David decides to show kindness (Heb. hesed) to Hanun by sending 
representatives to console him (v2a)

• Hanun’s princes wrongly accuse David of having ulterior motives (vv2b-3)
• Hanun unwisely accepts the advise of his princes and rejects and 

humiliates David’s representatives (v4)
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• David tells the men to stay in Jericho for a while to avoid further 
humiliation (v5)

• The Ammonites realize the hostility they created and prepare for 
anticipated battle (v6)

– They hire 33k Aramean (aka Syrian) mercenaries
– They pay 1,000 talents (~75k lbs) of silver

1 Chronicles 19:6 6When the sons of Ammon saw that 
they had made themselves odious to David, Hanun and 
the sons of Ammon sent 1,000 talents of silver to hire 
for themselves chariots and horsemen from 
Mesopotamia, from Aram-maacah and from Zobah
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• David tells the men to stay in Jericho for a while to avoid further 
humiliation (v5)

• The Ammonites realize the hostility they created and prepare for 
anticipated battle (v6)

• David sends out Joab and all the army for battle (v7)
• Trapped between them, Joab creates a plan of attack (vv8-11)
• Joab encourages them to be strong and courageous and to trust that the 

Lord will do what is good in His sight (v12)
• Upon engaging, the Arameans and Ammonites flee and the Israelite 

army returns to Jerusalem (vv13-14)

David Battles the Ammonites and Arameans



David Battles the Expanded Aramean Army

• The Arameans regroup and gather additional troops (vv15-16)
• The Israelites defeat the Arameans, who sustain massive casualties 

(vv17-18)
• The Arameans reach several conclusions

(v19):
– We will serve Israel and be at peace with them
– We will not help the Ammonites anymore



The Striking Comparison of the
Stories of Mephibosheth and Hanun
Similarities
• David had the relationship and covenant with the father of each of them
• Each of their fathers died
• David desired and initiated showing generous loyalty and kindness to each of them
Differences

Mephibosheth Hanun
• Part of the covenant people of God
• Considered himself unworthy
• Considered David to be a gracious friend
• Humbly received David’s offer
• Enjoyed an inheritance and blessing at the 

royal table as a son

• Not part of the covenant people of God
• Considered David as unworthy
• Considered David to be an scheming enemy
• Arrogantly rejected David’s offer
• Received no benefits but only massive 

consequences  and suffering as an enemy



Reflections and Application

• David’s desire was to put the character of God on display in his own life

2 Samuel 9:3a 3The king said, “Is there not yet anyone of the house 
of Saul to whom I may show the kindness (hesed) of God?”

2 Samuel 10:2a  2Then David said, “I will show kindness (hesed) to 
Hanun the son of Nahash, just as his father showed kindness to me.”  



Reflections and Application

• David’s desire was to put the character of God on display in his own life
• As believers, we are also called to put God’s character on display in our 

own lives

Ephesians 5:1 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 

Micah 6:8 8He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the 
LORD require of you But to do justice, to love kindness (hesed), And to 
walk humbly with your God? 

Psalm 145:8 8The LORD is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and 
great in lovingkindness (hesed). 



Reflections and Application

• David’s desire was to put the character of God on display in his own life
• As believers, we are also called to put God’s character on display in our 

own lives
• Be careful who you listen to – it could cost you dearly
• The consequences of rejecting the kindness (hesed) that God offers in 

salvation are beyond comprehension
Titus 3:4–6 4But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind 
appeared, 5He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, 
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• As believers, we are also called to put God’s character on display in our 

own lives
• Be careful who you listen to – it could cost you dearly
• The consequences of rejecting the kindness (hesed) that God offers in 

salvation are beyond comprehension

Romans 2:4–5 4Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance 
and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 
5But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up 
wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment 
of God



Reflections and Application

• David’s desire was to put the character of God on display in his own life
• As believers, we are also called to put God’s character on display in our 

own lives
• Be careful who you listen to – it could cost you dearly
• The consequences of rejecting the kindness (hesed) that God offers in 

salvation are beyond comprehension
• As believers, be reminded of God’s steadfast love (hesed) toward you 

and its many benefits


