
The Life of David
2 Samuel 15

Absalom’s Rebellion in Declaring Himself King



Introduction

Theme:  Just as God declared would happen, calamity continues to unfold in David’s 

family amid sins and their consequences.  Absalom launches a full rebellion against 

both the Lord and his father David by working to make himself to be king, while 

David ultimately trusts that the Lord will do what seems good to Him.

2 Samuel 12:10–11 10‘Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your 
house, because you have despised Me and have taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your wife.’ 11“Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against 
you from your own household; I will even take your wives before your eyes and 
give them to your companion, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 



Absalom plans his conspiracy (15:1-6)

• By elevating himself through pomp and ceremony (v1)

Deuteronomy 17:16 16“Moreover, he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor 
shall he cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, since the LORD
has said to you, ‘You shall never again return that way.’ 

1 Samuel 8:10–11 10So Samuel spoke all the words of the LORD to the people who 
had asked of him a king. 11He said, “This will be the procedure of the king who 
will reign over you: he will take your sons and place them for himself in his 
chariots and among his horsemen and they will run before his chariots. 



Absalom plans his conspiracy (15:1-6)

• By elevating himself through pomp and ceremony (v1)
• By criticizing his father David’s administration of justice (vv2-3)
• By making boastful campaign promises (v4)
• By displaying personal charm and flattery (vv5-6)



Absalom launches his conspiracy (vv7-12)

• Absalom asks to go to Hebron to pay a vow to the Lord (vv7-9)
• From Hebron, Absalom commences the conspiracy in disguise (vv10-12)

– By sending out spies to prepare to announce his kingship (v10)
– By taking 200 of David’s men with him (v11)
– By obtaining the defection of David’s highly-regarded counselor (v12a)

2 Samuel 16:23 23The advice of Ahithophel, which he gave in those days, 
was as if one inquired of the word of God; so was all the advice of 
Ahithophel regarded by both David and Absalom.

Psalm 41:9 9Even my close friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, 
Has lifted up his heel against me. 



Absalom launches his conspiracy (vv7-12)

• Absalom asks to go to Hebron to pay a vow to the Lord (vv7-9)
• From Hebron, Absalom commences the conspiracy in disguise (vv10-12)

– By sending out spies to prepare to announce his kingship (v10)
– By taking 200 of David’s men with him (v11)
– By obtaining the defection of David’s highly-regarded counselor (v12a)

Psalm 55:12–14 12For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, Then I could 
bear it; Nor is it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me, 
Then I could hide myself from him. 13But it is you, a man my equal, My 
companion and my familiar friend; 14We who had sweet fellowship 
together Walked in the house of God in the throng. 



Absalom launches his conspiracy (vv7-12)

• Absalom asks to go to Hebron to pay a vow to the Lord (vv7-9)
• From Hebron, Absalom commences the conspiracy in disguise (vv10-12)

– By sending out spies to prepare to announce his kingship (v10)
– By taking 200 of David’s men with him (v11)
– By obtaining the defection of David’s highly-regarded counselor (v12a)
– By gaining the increasing support of the people (v12b)



David flees and plans his response (vv13-37)

• David learns about the people’s growing embrace of Absalom (v13)
• David issues the evacuation order to quickly leave Jerusalem (v14)
• David’s loyal servants follow him out of Jerusalem (vv15-23)

2 Samuel 12:11 11“Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against 
you from your own household; I will even take your wives before your 
eyes and give them to your companion, and he will lie with your wives in 
broad daylight. 



2 Samuel 18:2 2David sent the people out, one third under the command 
of Joab, one third under the command of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, 
Joab’s brother, and one third under the command of Ittai the Gittite. And 
the king said to the people, “I myself will surely go out with you also.” 

David flees and plans his response (vv13-37)

• David learns about the people’s growing embrace of Absalom (v13)
• David issues the evacuation order to quickly leave Jerusalem (v14)
• David’s loyal servants follow him out of Jerusalem (vv15-23)



David flees and plans his response (vv13-37)

• David learns about the people’s growing embrace of Absalom (v13)
• David issues the evacuation order to quickly leave Jerusalem (v14)
• David’s loyal servants follow him out of Jerusalem (vv15-23)



David flees and plans his response (vv13-37)

• David learns about the people’s growing embrace of Absalom (v13)
• David issues the evacuation order to quickly leave Jerusalem (v14)
• David’s loyal servants follow him out of Jerusalem (vv15-23)
• David insists that the ark of God remain in Jerusalem because he trusts 

the Lord for the outcome (vv24-26)
• David instructs Zadok and Abiathar the priests to remain and become 

informants (vv27-29)
• David and those with him weep as they depart Jerusalem (v30)
• David learns of Ahithophel’s defection and he recruits Hushai to oppose 

him and be an informant (vv31-37)



Closing Observations

• Some people, like David, respond to mercy and grace with humility, 
gratitude, and obedience
• Some people, like Absalom, respond to mercy and grace with sin and 

more rebellion
• Some people use spiritual activity as a cover for their ungodly desires
• The heart of God’s people can be quickly swayed to rebellion and 

disobedience
• God is in control always – in the past, in the present, and in the future


