
The Righteous One ! 
Selected Scriptures



Outline for the Lesson

•What Does Righteousness Mean?

•How Does God Reveal His Righteousness?



What Does Righteousness Mean

Definition: 

“God’s righteousness means that God always acts 
in accordance with what is right and is himself the 
final standard of what is right”

(Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology)



Old and New Testament

Hebrew
קדֶצֶ

Pronounced as tseh'-dek

Meaning: To be in the right, to be 
right, to be just

Translated: Righteous or Just

Greek
δικαιοσύνη

Pronounced as dik-ah-yos-oo'-nay

Meaning: To be just and fair, has a 
redemptive element, righteousness

Translated: Righteous or Just



Euthyphro’s Dilemma

Euthyphro (Plato) 
“Do the gods will something because it is good, or is it something good 
because the gods will it?”

Alt 1. God wills something because it is good – Good as a standard is 
outside of God
Alt 2. Something is good because God wills it – Lie, Murder would be 
good ‘IF’ God wills it
Alt 3. God wills something because He is good – It is God’s nature



“In making decisions, God does follow an 
objective standard of right and wrong, a standard 
that is part of the very structure of reality. But 
that standard to which God  adheres is not 
external to God – it is his own nature.”

(Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology) 



How Does God Reveal His Righteousness

1. Righteous in who he is
i. Seen in his Governance / Judgements

a. Dealing with Israel’s enemies (Ps. 5:6-8)
b. Dealing with Israel’s sins (2 Chr. 12:1-6)
c. Dealing with the sins of the World (Acts 

17:31)



How Does God Reveal His Righteousness

1. Righteous in who he is
i. Seen in his Governance / Judgements
ii. Proclaimed as the Foundation of His Throne (Ps. 

89:11-14)
iii. Displayed in His Absolute Sovereignty (Heb. 1:8) 
iv. Revealed in His Ordinances (Ps. 19:7-9) 
v. Witnessed in His never being involved in any 

wrongdoing or injustice (Zeph. 3:5) 
vi. Observed in His promise keeping (Neh. 9:7-8) 



How Does God Reveal His Righteousness

1. Righteous in Who He Is

2. Righteous in What He Says i.e. in Scriptures
(Ps. 119:160) 



How Does God Reveal His Righteousness

1. Righteous in Who He Is

2. Righteous in What He Says i.e. in Scriptures

3. Righteous in What He Does (Rom. 1:16-17, 3:19-26, 
4:6-8, 5:19; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:11; Ph. 3:8-9) 



“ God stands in absolute, essential opposition to sin, so 
he must judge and punish sin. In the salvation of 
sinners, the holiness and righteousness of God are 
revealed, because in salvation God effectively judges 
sin and imputes righteousness to people so that he can 
accept them as holy without compromising his 
essential holiness and righteousness.”

(John MacArthur and Richard Mayhue eds., Biblical Doctrine) 



Outline

•Context

•Outline for the Lesson

•Implication and Application



Implication

1. There is a standard

2. The standard is external



Application
1. For the Unbeliever

a. Realize that Scripture reveals your true condition (Is. 
64:6; Ps. 51:5; Rom. 3:10-12,23) 

b. Cry out to God in genuine repentance and faith (Rom. 
10:8-10)

2. For the Believer
1. Thank and Praise God for He is Righteous
2. Pursue / Seek and thirst after and practice 

Righteousness (Matt. 6:33; 2 Tim. 2:2; Matt. 5:6 and 1 
John 3:7) 



The Righteous One ! 
Selected Scriptures


