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I. A Prayer for the End of Israel’s Captivity (1-19)
A. The Occasion of the Prayer (1)
B. The Reason for the Prayer (2)
C. The Attitudes of the Prayer (3)
D. The Content of the Prayer (4-19)

1. Adoration (4)
2. Confession of Sin (5-14)
3. Petition for Forgiveness and Restoration (15-19)
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D. The Content of the Prayer (4-19)
1. Adoration (4)
2. Confession of Sin (5-14)
3. Petition for Forgiveness and Restoration (15-19)

a. The Specific Requests (16a, 17b)
• The Forgiveness of His People 
• The Restoration of Jerusalem & the Temple

b. The Six Reasons (15-19)
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• God’s Past Redemption (15)

• God’s Perfect Righteousness (16a) 

• God’s People’s Reproach (16b)

• God’s Personal Reputation (17-18a, 19)

• God’s Profound Compassion (18b) 

• God’s Primary Method (He uses means!)



I. A Prayer for the End of Israel’s Captivity (1-19)
II. A Vision of the Rest of Israel’s History (20-27)

A. God’s Immediate Answer—The Arrival of 
Gabriel (20-23)

B. God’s Future Plan—The Vision of 70 Weeks 
(24-27)
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v 70 Weeks = literal years that end with Antiochus IV 
Epiphanies

Ø The “Sevens” or “Weeks” =  periods of time of 7 
years each, or a total of 490 years (70×7)

Ø The “decree” (Heb., “word”) = Jeremiah’s prophecy ( 
Jer. 25:1, 11; in 605 BC)

Ø The 490 years ends with Antiochus’s persecution 
(either when the temple was cleansed in 164 BC or 
at his death in 163 BC)



v 70 Weeks = literal years that end with Antiochus IV 
Epiphanies

Ø The kingdom of God was to come after the end –
which obviously didn’t happen.

Ø It’s not 490 years but about 425.
Ø A “decree to rebuild Jerusalem” naturally refers to 

the decree of a King not the prophecy of Jeremiah, 
which doesn’t refer to rebuilding the city at all.



v The 70 Weeks =  symbolic periods of time that end 
around the time of Christ’s 1st Advent
Ø Begins with Cyrus’s decree that allowed the Jewish 

exiles to return to Israel in 538 BC.
Ø Ends at some point after Christ’s earthly ministry 

but before or with the destruction of Jerusalem in 
70 A.D.



v The 70 Weeks =  symbolic periods of time that end around the 
time of Christ’s 1st Advent
Ø No normal hermeneutic would describe the number 

“seven” as “an indefinite period of time.”
Ø This view requires all the goals mentioned in v. 24 to be 

fulfilled with Christ’s 1st coming — which doesn’t fit.
Ø This view is extremely subjective—the periods of time 

marked out by the “sevens” vary greatly in length.
Ø This view teaches the destruction of the temple comes 

after the 70 weeks, but the prophecy says it comes after 
the 69th week.



v The 70 Weeks = symbolic periods of time that end 
around the time of Christ’s Second Coming
Ø A prophecy of “church history” that includes the 

“Old and New Testament church.”
Ø Begins with Cyrus’s decree in 538 BC
Ø Lasts until the return of Christ at the end of this 

age
Ø The first “7 sevens” are from Cyrus’s decree until 

Christ’s 1st coming, about 550 years.
Ø The next “62 sevens” are from Christ to the time of 

Antichrist at the end of the age.



v The 70 Weeks = symbolic periods of time that end 
around the time of Christ’s Second Coming
Ø During that time, “the city” — which they say 

represents spiritual Jerusalem or the church — will 
be built “even in times of distress.”

Ø The expression that “Messiah will be cut off and 
have nothing” means that by the end of this age 
Christ will have no place as the Messiah in the 
minds of the people the world.



v The 70 Weeks = symbolic periods of time that end 
around the time of Christ’s Second Coming
Ø It is extremely subjective.
Ø In v. 25, this view changes from a literal 

hermeneutic — the literal building of the city of 
Jerusalem under Cyrus’s decree — to a figurative 
hermeneutic in which the city is the church—
within the same verse with no exegetical reason.

Ø This view holds a very troubling view of church 
history in which Christ and His church will be 
defeated almost entirely during the last days.



v The 70 Weeks = literal years that end with Christ’s 
Second Coming
Ø Literal 7-year periods of time, totaling 490 years 

(70 x 7)
Ø Begin with the decree to rebuild Jerusalem, 

either…
o The decree to Ezra (458 BC)
o The decree to Nehemiah (445 BC)



v The 70 Weeks = literal years that end with Christ’s Second 
Coming
Ø Gabriel divides the 1st 69 weeks into 2 groups...

1. Seven Weeks of 7 years = 49 years, ending with...
§ Ezra (ca. 409 BC)
§ Nehemiah (ca. 396 BC)

2. Sixty-two weeks of 7 years = 434 years
§ From the end of the 7 weeks to Christ’s First Coming
§ Ends with either…

§ Christ’s baptism in 26 A.D.
§ Christ’s Triumphal Entry in 33 A.D.



v The 70 Weeks = literal years that end with Christ’s 
Second Coming

Ø This prophecy was for “your people and your holy 
city.”

Ø They rejected their Messiah in the 1st century. 

Ø Their rejection of Christ began a gap in this 
prophecy—between the 69th week and the 70th 
week.



v The 70 Weeks = literal years that end with Christ’s 
Second Coming

Ø At the end of the age, God will again initiate the 
fulfillment of His plan and purposes for Israel.

Ø And the 70th week — the final week of 7 years —
will begin.



v The 70 Weeks = literal years that end with Christ’s 
Second Coming

Ø During the 70th week, there will be great 
tribulation for Israel and the entire world!

Ø God will pour out his wrath on the earth!

Ø God will save many during those years, including 
the vast majority of the Jewish people who survive 
the tribulation (Rom. 11:25-27).



v The 70 Weeks = literal years that end with Christ’s 
Second Coming
Ø At the end of the 70th week, Messiah will come 

and establish His earthly kingdom!
Ø He will reign for a thousand years on this renewed 

planet.
Ø Then, He’ll destroy the existing universe and 

create a New Heaven and a New Earth in which 
righteousness is at home.

Ø And He will reign forever and ever!



1. God never forgets His people — even in the 
middle of their darkest times.

2. God always preserves His people — even in 
“times of distress.”

3. God has a plan for human history — and it’s 
perfectly on schedule.

4. In Dan. 9, Messiah’s victory is implied — in his 
other visions it’s declared triumphantly!
• 2:44-45; 8:25b; 7:11, 13-14, 26-27


