


This We Believe
A Study Through the Doctrinal Statement of Countryside Bible Church

Who Are We?



Who Are We?

“Without knowledge of self there is no knowledge of God.” 

John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion



Who Are We?
We believe and teach that man was directly and immediately created by 
God in His image and likeness. Man was created free of sin with a rational 
nature, intelligence, volition, self-determination, and moral responsibility to 
God. God created man as a two-part being: a material body and an 
immaterial soul or spirit. 

We believe and teach that God’s intention in the creation of man was that 
man should glorify God, enjoy God’s fellowship, live his life in the will of 
God, and by this accomplish God’s purpose for man in the world. 

We believe and teach that in Adam’s sin of disobedience to the revealed 
will and Word of God, man lost his innocence, incurred the penalty of 
spiritual, physical and eternal death, became subject to the wrath of God, 
and became inherently corrupt and utterly incapable of choosing or doing 
that which is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no 
recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, man is hopelessly 
lost. Man’s salvation is thereby wholly of God’s grace through the 
redemptive work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe and teach that, because all men were in Adam as their legal 
representative, the real guilt for Adam’s sin and a corrupt nature have 
been transmitted to all men of all ages, Jesus Christ being the only 
exception. All men are thus sinners by nature, by choice, and by divine 
declaration.

I. The Nature of Man 

II. The Purpose of Man 

III. The Sin of Man 

IV. Conclusion and Application
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D. As a Two-Part Being



Who Are We?
Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 God 
created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them. 

Genesis 2:7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living being. 
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Who Are We?
Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 God 
created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them. 

Genesis 2:7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living being. 



Who Are We?
In His Image and Likeness: “Let us make man like us and to represent us.” 

1. We can think and reason 

2. We are self-conscience persons 

3. We have volition or wills, discerning right from wrong. 

4. We have complex emotions 

5. We are relational people 

6. We rule over creation



Who Are We?

He is the image of the invisible God (Col 1:15),  

The radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature 
(Heb 1:3).  

Jesus said, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).



Who Are We?
Implications of Being Made in God’s Image 

As God’s image-bearers, we are to represent 
Him in this world.  

People should see Him in us.



Who Are We?
Implications of Being Made in God’s Image 

Genesis 9:6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by 
man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in 
his own image.” 

James 3:9 “With it we bless our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse people who are made in the 
likeness of God.”



Who Are We?
Implications of Being Made in God’s Image 

All of humanity has retained God’s image. 

Due to Sin, the Image has been marred. 

Defaced but not Erased.
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Who Are We?

Gen 1:31 “God saw all that He had made, and 
behold, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day.”



Who Are We?
Westminster Confession of Faith on the creation of man:  

After God had made all other creatures, He created man, male and female, 
with reasonable and immortal souls, endued with knowledge, righteousness, 
and true holiness, after His own image; having the law of God written in their 
hearts, and power to fulfill it; and yet under a possibility of transgressing, being 
left to the liberty of their own will, which was subject unto change. Beside this 
law written in their hearts, they received a command, not to eat of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil; which while they kept, they were happy in their 
communion with God, and had dominion over the creatures.



Who Are We?
Adam was uncorrupted, but corruptible. 

He was perfect, but peccable. 

Pre Fall: Adam was “able not to sin.”  

Post Fall: Man was “not able not to sin.” 
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Who Are We?
Luke 1:46-47 

And Mary said, 

“My soul ψυχή magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit πνεῦμά rejoices in 
God my Savior.” 

Isaiah 26:9 

My soul נַפְשִׁ֤י yearns for you in the 
night; 

My spirit רוּחִ֥י within me earnestly 
seeks you. 
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Who Are We?
The Purpose of God is to Glorify God 

Isaiah 48:11 “For My own sake, for My own sake, I will act; 
For how can My name be profaned? And My glory I will not 
give to another.



Who Are We?
The Purpose of God and Man is to Glorify God 

Isaiah 43:7 Everyone who is called by My name, And whom I 
have created for My glory, Whom I have formed, even whom 
I have made.”



Who Are We?
The Purpose of Man is to Glorify God 

1 Cor 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, 
and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.



Who Are We?
The Purpose of Man is to Glorify God 

1 Cor 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God.



Who Are We?
The Purpose of Salvation is to Glorify God 

Eph 1:5-6 He predestined us to adoption as sons through 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His 
will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace



Who Are We?
The Purpose of Fruit/Obedience is to Glorify God 

John 15:8 “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 
fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.



Who Are We?
The Purpose of Answered Prayer is to Glorify God 

John 14:13 “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
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Who Are We?
The Purpose of Man is to Glorify God 

By Enjoying Fellowship with God 

Psalm 73:25 Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I 
desire nothing on earth. 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, But 
God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

Psalm 16:11 You will make known to me the path of life; In Your 
presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures 
forever.



Who Are We?
The Purpose of Man is to Glorify God 

By Obeying His Word 

1Pet. 2:12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, 
so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, 
they may because of your good deeds, as they observe 
them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 



Who Are We?
The Purpose of Man is to Glorify God 

By Enjoying His Fellowship & Obeying His Word 

John 14:23 If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and 
My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make 
Our abode with him.
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to the wrath of God, and became inherently corrupt 
and utterly incapable of choosing or doing that which 
is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no 
recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, 
man is hopelessly lost. Man’s salvation is thereby 
wholly of God’s grace through the redemptive work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe and teach that, because all men were in 
Adam as their legal representative, the real guilt for 
Adam’s sin and a corrupt nature have been transmitted 
to all men of all ages, Jesus Christ being the only 
exception. All men are thus sinners by nature, by 
choice, and by divine declaration.

I. The Nature of Man 

II. The Purpose of Man 

III. The Sin of Man 



Who Are We?
We believe and teach that in Adam’s sin of 
disobedience to the revealed will and Word of God, 
man lost his innocence, incurred the penalty of 
spiritual, physical and eternal death, became subject 
to the wrath of God, and became inherently corrupt 
and utterly incapable of choosing or doing that which 
is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no 
recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, 
man is hopelessly lost. Man’s salvation is thereby 
wholly of God’s grace through the redemptive work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe and teach that, because all men were in 
Adam as their legal representative, the real guilt for 
Adam’s sin and a corrupt nature have been transmitted 
to all men of all ages, Jesus Christ being the only 
exception. All men are thus sinners by nature, by 
choice, and by divine declaration.

I. The Nature of Man 

II. The Purpose of Man 

III. The Sin of Man 

A. Sinners by Divine Declaration 

B. Sinners by Nature 

C. Sinners by Choice 



Who Are We?

A Definition of Sin 

1John 3:4 Everyone who practices sin also practices 
lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.  



Who Are We?
A Definition of Sin 

Sin is any lack of conformity to God’s will in attitude, thought, or 
action, whether committed actively or passively. The center of all 
sin is autonomy, which is the replacing of God with self. Always 
closely associated with sin are its products—pride, selfishness, 
idolatry, and lack of peace (shalom). - MacArthur, Biblical Doctrine 



Who Are We?
A Definition of Sin 

Jeremiah 2:12-13 “Be appalled, O heavens, at this, And 
shudder, be very desolate,” declares the LORD. “For My 
people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, 
The fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves cisterns, 
Broken cisterns that can hold no water. 



Who Are We?
A Definition of Sin 

Rom 1:21-23 For even though they knew God, they did not 
honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their 
speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 
Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged 
the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of 
corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures.



Who Are We?

A Definition of Sin 

John 3:19 “This is the judgment, that the Light has 
come into the world, and men loved the darkness 
rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.



Who Are We?
We believe and teach that in Adam’s sin of 
disobedience to the revealed will and Word of God, 
man lost his innocence, incurred the penalty of 
spiritual, physical and eternal death, became subject 
to the wrath of God, and became inherently corrupt 
and utterly incapable of choosing or doing that which 
is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no 
recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, 
man is hopelessly lost. Man’s salvation is thereby 
wholly of God’s grace through the redemptive work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe and teach that, because all men were in 
Adam as their legal representative, the real guilt for 
Adam’s sin and a corrupt nature have been transmitted 
to all men of all ages, Jesus Christ being the only 
exception. All men are thus sinners by nature, by 
choice, and by divine declaration.
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Who Are We?
Sin’s Penalty: Spiritual Death 

Gen 2:17 “but from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you 
will surely die.” 

Ephesians 2:1 “And you were dead in your trespasses and 
sins.”



Who Are We?
Gen. 5:1    This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 2 He created them 
male and female, and He blessed them and named them Man in the day when they were created. 3 When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty 
years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth. 4 Then the days of Adam after he became the 
father of Seth were eight hundred years, and he had other sons and daughters. 5 So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, 
and he died. 6 Seth lived one hundred and five years, and became the father of Enosh. 7 Then Seth lived eight hundred and seven years after he 
became the father of Enosh, and he had other sons and daughters. 8 So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years, and he died. 
9 Enosh lived ninety years, and became the father of Kenan. 10 Then Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen years after he became the father of 
Kenan, and he had other sons and daughters. 11 So all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years, and he died.12 Kenan lived seventy 
years, and became the father of Mahalalel. 13 Then Kenan lived eight hundred and forty years after he became the father of Mahalalel, and he had 
other sons and daughters. 14 So all the days of Kenan were nine hundred and ten years, and he died. 15 Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and 
became the father of Jared. 16 Then Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years after he became the father of Jared, and he had other sons and 
daughters. 17 So all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years, and he died. 18 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, 
and became the father of Enoch. 19 Then Jared lived eight hundred years after he became the father of Enoch, and he had other sons and 
daughters. 20 So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years, and he died. 21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the father of 
Methuselah. 22 Then Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he became the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and daughters. 
23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him. 25 Methuselah 
lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and became the father of Lamech. 26 Then Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years after he 
became the father of Lamech, and he had other sons and daughters. 27 So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years, and 
he died. 28 Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and became the father of a son. 29 Now he called his name Noah, saying, “This one will 
give us rest from our work and from the toil of our hands arising from the ground which the LORD has cursed.” 30 Then Lamech lived five hundred 
and ninety-five years after he became the father of Noah, and he had other sons and daughters. 31 So all the days of Lamech were seven hundred 
and seventy-seven years, and he died.



Who Are We?
Gen. 5:1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 2 He created them 
male and female, and He blessed them and named them Man in the day when they were created. 3 When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty 
years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth. 4 Then the days of Adam after he became the 
father of Seth were eight hundred years, and he had other sons and daughters. 5 So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, 
and he died. 6 Seth lived one hundred and five years, and became the father of Enosh. 7 Then Seth lived eight hundred and seven years after he 
became the father of Enosh, and he had other sons and daughters. 8 So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years, and he died. 
9 Enosh lived ninety years, and became the father of Kenan. 10 Then Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen years after he became the father of 
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years, and became the father of Mahalalel. 13 Then Kenan lived eight hundred and forty years after he became the father of Mahalalel, and he had 
other sons and daughters. 14 So all the days of Kenan were nine hundred and ten years, and he died. 15 Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and 
became the father of Jared. 16 Then Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years after he became the father of Jared, and he had other sons and 
daughters. 17 So all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years, and he died. 18 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, 
and became the father of Enoch. 19 Then Jared lived eight hundred years after he became the father of Enoch, and he had other sons and 
daughters. 20 So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years, and he died. 21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the father of 
Methuselah. 22 Then Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he became the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and daughters. 
23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him. 25 Methuselah 
lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and became the father of Lamech. 26 Then Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years after he 
became the father of Lamech, and he had other sons and daughters. 27 So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years, and 
he died. 28 Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and became the father of a son. 29 Now he called his name Noah, saying, “This one will 
give us rest from our work and from the toil of our hands arising from the ground which the LORD has cursed.” 30 Then Lamech lived five hundred 
and ninety-five years after he became the father of Noah, and he had other sons and daughters. 31 So all the days of Lamech were seven hundred 
and seventy-seven years, and he died.



Who Are We?
Sin’s Penalty: Eternal Death 

Revelation 20:6 “Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first 
resurrection! Over such the second death has no power.”



Who Are We?
We believe and teach that in Adam’s sin of 
disobedience to the revealed will and Word of God, 
man lost his innocence, incurred the penalty of 
spiritual, physical and eternal death, became subject 
to the wrath of God, and became inherently corrupt 
and utterly incapable of choosing or doing that which 
is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no 
recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, 
man is hopelessly lost. Man’s salvation is thereby 
wholly of God’s grace through the redemptive work of 
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Who Are We?

Imputation of a Debt 

Philemon 1:18 But if he has wronged you in any way or 
owes you anything, charge that to my account.



Who Are We?
Imputation of Sin and Righteousness  

2 Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on 
our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.



Who Are We?
Imputation of Righteousness  

Phil 3:8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of 
the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but 
rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, 
not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which 
comes from God on the basis of faith.



Who Are We?
Imputation of Sin and Righteousness 

Rom 5:14 Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 

Rom 5:19 For as through the one man’s disobedience the 
many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of 
the One the many will be made righteous. 



Who Are We?

Sin’s Imputation Through Our Federal Head / Representative  

Romans 5:18 So then as through one transgression there 
resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act 
of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.



Who Are We?
We believe and teach that in Adam’s sin of 
disobedience to the revealed will and Word of God, 
man lost his innocence, incurred the penalty of 
spiritual, physical and eternal death, became subject 
to the wrath of God, and became inherently corrupt 
and utterly incapable of choosing or doing that which 
is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no 
recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, 
man is hopelessly lost. Man’s salvation is thereby 
wholly of God’s grace through the redemptive work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe and teach that, because all men were in 
Adam as their legal representative, the real guilt for 
Adam’s sin and a corrupt nature have been transmitted 
to all men of all ages, Jesus Christ being the only 
exception. All men are thus sinners by nature, by 
choice, and by divine declaration.

I. The Nature of Man 

II. The Purpose of Man 

III. The Sin of Man 

A. Sinners by Divine Declaration 

B. Sinners by Nature 



Who Are We?
We believe and teach that in Adam’s sin of 
disobedience to the revealed will and Word of God, 
man lost his innocence, incurred the penalty of 
spiritual, physical and eternal death, became subject 
to the wrath of God, and became inherently corrupt 
and utterly incapable of choosing or doing that which 
is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no 
recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, 
man is hopelessly lost. Man’s salvation is thereby 
wholly of God’s grace through the redemptive work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe and teach that, because all men were in 
Adam as their legal representative, the real guilt for 
Adam’s sin and a corrupt nature have been transmitted 
to all men of all ages, Jesus Christ being the only 
exception. All men are thus sinners by nature, by 
choice, and by divine declaration.

I. The Nature of Man 

II. The Purpose of Man 

III. The Sin of Man 

A. Sinners by Divine Declaration 

B. Sinners by Nature 

A. Sin’s Prevalence 

B. Sin’s Pervasiveness 

C. Sin’s Power



Who Are We?
Sin’s Prevalence  

Every person on the planet has a corrupt nature due to their 
relationship to Adam. 

Eph 2:3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, 
indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, even as the rest.  



Who Are We?
Sin’s Pervasiveness 

Every aspect of our being is corrupted by sin.  

Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
sick; who can understand it?” 

Rom 7:18 “I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh” 

Titus 1:15 “to the corrupt and unbelieving nothing is pure; their very 
minds and consciences are corrupted”



Who Are We?
Sin’s Power 

Mankind is incapable of pleasing God on his own. 

Rom 8:7-8 The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject 
itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God. 

1Cor. 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised. 

John 15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, 
he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 



Who Are We?
Sin’s Power 

Mankind is incapable of pleasing God on his own. 

Rom 3:11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS 
NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD. 

John 6:44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent 
Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.”



Who Are We?
We believe and teach that in Adam’s sin of 
disobedience to the revealed will and Word of God, 
man lost his innocence, incurred the penalty of 
spiritual, physical and eternal death, became subject 
to the wrath of God, and became inherently corrupt 
and utterly incapable of choosing or doing that which 
is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no 
recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, 
man is hopelessly lost. Man’s salvation is thereby 
wholly of God’s grace through the redemptive work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe and teach that, because all men were in 
Adam as their legal representative, the real guilt for 
Adam’s sin and a corrupt nature have been transmitted 
to all men of all ages, Jesus Christ being the only 
exception. All men are thus sinners by nature, by 
choice, and by divine declaration.

I. The Nature of Man 

II. The Purpose of Man 

III. The Sin of Man 

A. Sinners by Divine Declaration 

B. Sinners by Nature 

C. Sinners by Choice



Who Are We?
Sinners by Choice 

John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do 
the desires of your father.



Who Are We?
We believe and teach that man was directly and immediately created by 
God in His image and likeness. Man was created free of sin with a rational 
nature, intelligence, volition, self-determination, and moral responsibility to 
God. God created man as a two-part being: a material body and an 
immaterial soul or spirit. 

We believe and teach that God’s intention in the creation of man was that 
man should glorify God, enjoy God’s fellowship, live his life in the will of 
God, and by this accomplish God’s purpose for man in the world. 

We believe and teach that in Adam’s sin of disobedience to the revealed 
will and Word of God, man lost his innocence, incurred the penalty of 
spiritual, physical and eternal death, became subject to the wrath of God, 
and became inherently corrupt and utterly incapable of choosing or doing 
that which is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no 
recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, man is hopelessly 
lost. Man’s salvation is thereby wholly of God’s grace through the 
redemptive work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe and teach that, because all men were in Adam as their legal 
representative, the real guilt for Adam’s sin and a corrupt nature have 
been transmitted to all men of all ages, Jesus Christ being the only 
exception. All men are thus sinners by nature, by choice, and by divine 
declaration.

I. The Nature of Man 

II. The Purpose of Man 

III. The Sin of Man 

IV. Conclusion and Application



Who Are We?

1. Praise God for Creating You 
in His Image. 

2. Embrace His Purpose for 
Your Life. 

3. Turn to Christ 

4. See the Gospel Clearly & 
Worship God Truly 

5. Hold to Christ Dearly 

• Be Humble 

• Be Gracious & Forgiving 

• Be Compassionate & 
Evangelistic 

• Long For Christ’s Return

Applications




