
Wars, Rumors of Wars, & the Last War (Pt. 2)
Daniel 11



II. The Content of Daniel’s Final Vision (11:2—12:13)
A. Prophecies regarding Persia – 536-331 BC (11:2)

B. Prophecies regarding Greece – 331-146 BC (11:3-35)
1. Alexander the Great – 331-323 BC (3-4)

2. Egypt & Syria – 323-175 BC (11:5-20)





II. The Content of Daniel’s Final Vision (11:2—12:13)
A. Prophecies regarding Persia – 536-331 BC (11:2)

B. Prophecies regarding Greece – 331-146 BC (11:3-35)
1. Alexander the Great – 331-323 BC (3-4)

2. Egypt & Syria – 323-175 BC (11:5-20)
 a) Egypt’s Dominance over Palestine – 323-199 BC (5-12)

 b) Syria’s Dominance over Palestine (up to Antiochus IV) – 199-
175 BC (13-20)

3. Antiochus IV Epiphanes – 175-163 BC (21-35)



• The little horn of Dan. 8
• 175 BC, king of Syria
• 8th ruler of the Seleucid empire
• Reigned from 175-163 BC
• 11:2-20 covers 355 years; 11:21-35 covers 12 years.



1. He plays a major role in the history of God’s 
people.

2. He is also a precursor to the Antichrist, whom we 
met in ch. 8 and will again in 11:36-45.



3. Antiochus IV Epiphanes – 175-163 BC (21-35)
a. His Despicable Character (21a)
b. His Deceptive Beginnings (21b)
c. His Destructive Career (22-28)

• 175 BC – King of Syria
• 170 BC – Persecution of the Jews began with the 

assassination of the Jewish high priest, Onias III.
• 169 BC – Ptolemy VI attacked to regain Palestine and 

Phoenicia.
• 169 BC – Antiochus’ 1st Egyptian Campaign



“Raging inwardly, he left Egypt and took the city by storm.  
He commanded his soldiers to cut down relentlessly 
everyone they met and to kill those who went into their 
houses. Then there was massacre of young and old, 
destruction of boys, women, and children, and slaughter of 
young girls and infants. Within the total of three days 
eighty thousand were destroyed, forty thousand in hand-
to-hand fighting, and as many were sold into slavery as 
were killed. 



3. Antiochus IV Epiphanes – 175-163 BC (21-35)
a. His Despicable Character (21a)

b. His Deceptive Beginnings (21b)
c. His Destructive Career (22-28)

d. His Diabolical Plan (29-32a)
• 168 BC – 2nd Egyptian Campaign

• 167 BC – Antiochus sent Apollonius to Jerusalem.



“The king sent to the cities of Judah a chief collector of 
tribute, and he came to Jerusalem with a large force [more 
than 20,000 soldiers].  Deceitfully he spoke peaceable 
words to them, and they believed him; but he suddenly fell 
upon the city [on the Sabbath Day], dealt it a severe blow, 
and destroyed many people of Israel.  He plundered the 
city, burned it with fire, and tore down its houses and its 
surrounding walls. They took captive the women and 
children, and seized the livestock. 



3. Antiochus IV Epiphanes – 175-163 BC (21-35)
a. His Despicable Character (21a)
b. His Deceptive Beginnings (21b)
c. His Destructive Career (22-28)
d. His Diabolical Plan (29-32a)

• 168 BC – 2nd Egyptian Campaign
• 167 BC – Antiochus sent Apollonius to attack Jerusalem
• 167 BC – The order to stop all temple worship (1 Macc. 1:41-50)
• Dec. 167 BC – Erected an idol of Zeus on the altar of the temple!

• Cf. 1 Mac. 1:54 - They erected a desolating sacrilege on the altar of burnt 
offering.



“[He caused them] to pollute the temple in Jerusalem and to call it 
the temple of Olympian Zeus, .... Harsh and utterly grievous was 
the onslaught of evil.  For the temple was filled with debauchery 
and reveling by the Gentiles, who dallied with prostitutes and had 
intercourse with women within the sacred precincts, and besides 
brought in things for sacrifice that were unfit. The altar was 
covered with abominable offerings that were forbidden by the 
laws. People could neither keep the sabbath, nor observe the 
festivals of their ancestors, nor so much as confess themselves to 
be Jews.



“The books of the law that they found they tore to pieces 
and burned with fire. Anyone found possessing the book of 
the covenant, or anyone who adhered to the law, was 
condemned to death by decree of the king.



3. Antiochus IV Epiphanes – 175-163 BC (21-35)
a. His Despicable Character (21a)
b. His Deceptive Beginnings (21b)
c. His Destructive Career (22-28)
d. His Diabolical Plan (29-32a)
e. His Determined Enemies (32b-34)

• Dec. 165 BC – the Jews recaptured the Temple
• 25th Kislev, 165 BC – the worship of YHWH restored
• Hanukkah, “The Feast of Lights”



3. Antiochus IV Epiphanes – 175-163 BC (21-35)
a. His Despicable Character (21a)
b. His Deceptive Beginnings (21b)
c. His Destructive Career (22-28)
d. His Diabolical Plan (29-32a)
e. His Determined Enemies (32b-34)
f. His Defined Purpose (or) The Divine Plan (35)

• Refine, purify, and strengthen the faith of individual Israelites.
• Cleanse the nation of its sinful practices.
• Distinguish and separate the unregenerate from true 

believers in the nation.



1. God is sovereign over the smallest details of 
history (Dan. 11).

2. Jesus Christ, God’s eternal Son, is the ruler of all 
the kings of history (Rev. 1:5; 17:14; 19:16-21).

3. The most powerful rulers and kingdoms are 
fleeting and temporary (Is. 40:22-25).



4. Evil infiltrates the people of God through the 
cooperation and compromise of those who claim 
to belong to God’s people but no longer hold to His 
Word.



5. God uses the suffering—and persecution—of His people 
to accomplish His good purposes.
a. To refine, purify, and strengthen the faith of individuals.
b. To cleanse the church of its sinful practices.
c. To distinguish and separate the unregenerate from true 

believers.
• Cf. 1 Cor. 11:19 - "There must also be factions among you, so that 

those who are approved may become evident among you.”

6. A day is coming when a man like Antiochus will rise to 
power and reign over the entire world (Dan. 11:36-45)!


