
Issues on which Christians Disagree

1. The drinking of alcoholic beverages 
2. The style of worship music 
3. The education of our children 

4. Parenting philosophies 
5. Entertainment choices 
6. The selection of a spouse  

7. Clothing choices 
8. The use of slang & vulgarities 
9. The response to Covid 

10. A variety of political issues
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I. What Is Conscience? 
• The Greek word translated conscience literally means “to know 

together with.” 

• Evangelical Dictionary of Theology:  “That faculty by which one 
distinguishes between the morally right and wrong, which urges one 
to do that which he recognizes to be right and restrains him from 
doing that which he recognizes to be wrong, which passes judgment 
on his acts and executes that judgment within the soul.”
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II. How Does Conscience Work? 
• Rom. 14:14 - “I know and am convinced that nothing is unclean…” 

• 1 Cor. 8:1 - “We all have knowledge.” 

• 1 Cor. 8:2 - “If anyone supposes that he knows anything…” 

• 1 Cor. 8:3 - “We know that…” 

• 1 Cor. 8:7 - “Not all men have this knowledge.” 

• 1 Cor. 8:10 - “You who have knowledge.” 

• 1 Cor. 8:11 - “Through your knowledge...”
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III. What Is an “Issue of Conscience”? 
• A moral decision is an issue of conscience if it meets two clear 

biblical tests... 
1. No clear biblical command (chapter & verse) 
2. No clear biblical prohibition (chapter & verse) 

• Rom. 14:1, 14, 22; 1 Cor. 8:8; 10:23



Several Major Implications

1. Enjoy your Christian liberty. 
2. Educate your conscience. 
3. Follow the principles of Christian liberty.



Principles of Christian Liberty

1. Never allow your Christian liberty to cause disunity (R. 14:1-12; 15:5-13). 

2. Never allow your Christian liberty to cause others to sin (R. 14:13-21; cf. 1 Cor. 

8:1-13). 

3. Never allow your Christian liberty to cause you to sin… 

a. By violating your conscience (R. 14:22-23) 

b. By using your liberty as an excuse for sin (1 Cor. 9:24—10:22) 

c. By allowing your liberty to become all about you… 

• Rather than fellow Christians (R. 15:1-4; 1 Cor. 10:23-26) 

• Rather than unbelievers (1 Cor. 9:1-23; 10:27-33) 

• Rather than God’s glory (1 Cor. 10:31)



Several Major Implications

1. Enjoy your Christian liberty. 
2. Educate your conscience. 
3. Follow the principles of Christian liberty. 
4. Don’t ignore your conscience.


