
Handout for John 11:47-57 

John 11:47a  

Q: Verse 47 begins with “the chief priests and the Pharisees.” It appears that the chief priests 
are a distinct group from the Pharisees. Who were they? 

Q: What is the council that was convened by the Sadducees and Pharisees? How did the 
Pharisees and Sadducees differ? 

Q: In light of the great differences between the Pharisees and Sadducees, they were fierce 
rivals and even considered each other enemies. So why did they come together in an effort to 
destroy Jesus? Matthew 5:20 

John 11:47b–48  

Q: What strikes you as odd about this meeting of the highest judicial court in Israel? What 
question did they not ask themselves that they should have asked? 

Q: What is ironic about this reasoning of the Sanhedrin? 

Application: 
• The Jewish leaders’ concern was for achieving a particular outcome that they considered 

desirable, not for following a biblical or just process.  
• We too are at risk of falling into the same trap of pragmatism. When we get too concerned 

about outcomes of decisions, we tend to forget or ignore the right biblical processes involved 
in decision making.  

• We think we know what the best outcome for us is, and we endeavor to do whatever it takes 
to achieve that outcome whether the means used are godly or sinful. 

• Following a biblical process won’t always get you the outcome you want.  
• Who do you love more, God or yourself? And for which kingdom are you laying up for 

yourself treasure; this present world or the kingdom of heaven? 
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John 11:49–50  

Q: There is another aspect of this that is ironic? What is it? Psalm 2:2-4, 10-12 

John 11:51–52  

Q: Is John saying that the high priest’s idea was not his own? Did God insert this idea into 
his mind and this statement into his mouth to achieve His plan? Does this somehow absolve 
Caiaphas of personal responsibility for this plan? 

Q: There is another and extremely important doctrine taught by verse 52. Note that the 
apostle says that not only was Christ to die for the nation, but also to “gather together into 
one the children of God who are scattered abroad.” What doctrine is taught by this 
statement? 

John 11:53–57  

Don’t look for miracles in your life; expect God to achieve His plan for your life through 
ordinary means.  

Q: What is ironic about verse 55? 

Application: 

We have seen three possible responses in our study of the Gospel of John.  

1. First, we have seen curiosity leading ultimately to indifference. This was the 
prevailing attitude of the common people who observed Christ’s miracles.  

2. Second, we have seen overt hostility and murderous rage. The only difference 
between this and the first group is that this group, comprised of the Jewish leaders, 
saw our Lord as a direct threat to their position and power.  

3. Third, we have seen those who genuinely believed in Him demonstrating the faith 
that was given to them by the Father. These were the elect for whom Christ had 
come to suffer and die. It was these of whom Christ said “no one will snatch them 
out of my hand” (John 10:28).
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