




Introduction
The mayor of Austin, Texas, traveled in early November to Cabo San Lucas, 
Mexico — and while abroad, he even recorded a message urging Austinites to 
stay home to combat the spread of the coronavirus.

In a video posted online , the mayor said, "I need to set a clearer example so 
that my message is unambiguous, and for the failure to do that I sincerely 
apologize."

Later the mayor said, ”I want you to know I regret that travel. I wouldn't travel 
now, I didn't over Thanksgiving, and I wouldn't over Christmas — and no one 
should….”

The mayor worried that his travel, which he said "took place during a safer 
period," might "lead to some taking riskier behavior now."



Introduction
The mayor of Austin, Texas, traveled in early November to Cabo San Lucas, 
Mexico — and while abroad, he even recorded a message urging Austinites to 
stay home to combat the spread of the coronavirus.

The mayor worried that his travel, which he said "took place during a safer 
period," might "lead to some taking riskier behavior now."

The mayor called his decision to go to Mexico a "bad example" and 
"confusing" and said he needs "to send a clearer message."

Finally the mayor said, ”I'm sorry I took that trip. It was a lapse in judgment, 
and I want you to know I apologize.”



Life of David 
Outline

David’s Rise and King Saul’s Demise  1 Sam. 16 - 2 Sam. 1

David’s Reign as King Over Israel    2 Samuel 2-20

     David’s Accession to King         2 Samuel 2-5

     David’s Triumphal Reign         2 Samuel 6-10

     David’s Troubled Reign          2 Samuel 11-20

Epilogue              2 Sam. 21 - 1 Kings 2



Life of David 
Outline

     David’s Troubled Reign          2 Samuel 11-20

2 Samuel 11 - David commits adultery with Bathsheba and 
covers up his sin by murdering her husband Uriah

2 Samuel 12 - David is confronted with his sin by Nathan 
the prophet followed by the declaration of the 
consequences of his sin and David’s repentance

David’s repentance - 2 Samuel 12:13a - Then David 
said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”



Life of David 
Outline

     David’s Troubled Reign          2 Samuel 11-20

2 Samuel 11 - David commits adultery with Bathsheba and 
covers up his sin by murdering her husband Uriah

2 Samuel 12 - David is confronted with his sin by Nathan 
the prophet followed by the declaration of the 
consequences of his sin and David’s repentance

Psalm 51 - For the choir director.  A Psalm of David, when 
Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to 
Bathsheba



“I postponed expounding it week after week, feeling more 
and more my inability.  Often I sat and rose again without 
having penned a line.  It is a bush burning with fire but not 
consumed.  Out of it a voice seemed to cry, ‘Do not draw 

near this place.  Take your sandals off your feet, for the place 
where you stand is holy ground’ (Ex. 3:5).  The Psalm is 

human.  Its cries and sobs are of one born of a woman.  It is 
freighted with an inspiration all divine, as if the Great Father 
were putting words in His child’s mouth.  Such a Psalm may 
be wept over, absorbed into the soul, and exhaled again in 
devotion, but commented on—Ah!  Where is the one who, 
having attempted it, can do no other than blush at defeat?

Charles Spurgeon 
1834-1892



Theme Statement:  True biblical repentance consists in confessing 

specific sins to our merciful God, asking God for forgiveness on the 

basis of our Savior’s sacrifice for our sins, asking God for a pure heart,  

resolving to be obedient to God in the strength of His Spirit and 

worshipping God with a broken and contrite heart.



The Approach to the Holy LORD God  
Psalm 51:1-2

1.  David sought God’s mercy, steadfast love and compassion

2.  David admitted his transgressions, iniquity and sin

3.  David desired God to blot out his transgressions, to be washed completely 
from his iniquity and to be cleansed from his sins



The confession of sin  
Psalm 51:3-6

1.  David intimately knew the depth and breadth of his depravity

Isaiah 59:12 - For our transgressions are multiplied before You, And our sins 
testify against us; For our transgressions are with us, And we know our 

iniquities

Psalm 32:3-5 - When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away 
Through my groaning all day long. For day and night Your hand was heavy 
upon me; My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. I 
acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said, “I will 

confess my transgressions to the Lord”; And You forgave the guilt of my sin.



The confession of sin  
Psalm 51:3-6

1.  David intimately knew the depth and breadth of his depravity

2.  David confessed the he had sinned against God, and only against God, the 
Sovereign and all-knowing Judge

Matthew 5:21 - The scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, 
“Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God 

alone?”

Matthew 18:21 - Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall 
my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?



From The Pursuit of Holiness 

W. S. Plummer said, “We never see sin aright until we 
see it against God….All sin is against God in this sense:  

that it is His law that is broken, His authority that is 
despised, His government that is set at 

naught….Pharaoh and Balaam, Saul and Judas each 
said, ‘I have sinned’; but the returning prodigal said, ‘I 

have sinned against heaven and before thee’; and 
David said, ‘Against Thee, Thee only have I sinned.’”

Jerry Bridges 
1929-2016



The confession of sin  
Psalm 51:3-6

1.  David intimately knew the depth and breadth of his depravity

2.  David confessed the he had sinned against God, and only against God, the 
Sovereign and all-knowing Judge

3.  Behold David understands that his deeper problem is his sin nature 
acquired before his birth at conception but Behold God requires inward purity 
and He will teach us wisdom



Delving deeper into the source of this 
matter, David stated that his problem was a 

corrupt heart…He entered this world a 
sinner in nature long before he became a 
sinner in actions….It was at conception 

that the Adamic sin nature was transmitted 
to him.  The problem of what he did—sin—

arose from what he was—a sinner.



The confession of sin  
Psalm 51:3-6

1.  David intimately knew the depth and breadth of his depravity

2.  David confessed the he had sinned against God, and only against God, the 
Sovereign and all-knowing Judge

3.  Behold David understands that his deeper problem is his sin nature 
acquired before his birth at conception but Behold God requires inward purity 
and He will teach us wisdom



No one can teach our innermost nature except the 
Lord, and He can instruct us to profit.  The Holy Spirit 
can write the law on our heart, and that is the sum of 

practical wisdom.  He can put the fear of the Lord 
within, and that is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. 9:10).  
He can reveal Christ in us, and He is essential wisdom.  

Such poor, foolish souls as ours will yet be ordered 
aright, and truth and wisdom will reign in us.

Charles Spurgeon 
1834-1892



An appeal for cleansing of sin 
Psalm 51:7-9

1.  David wanted to be cleansed with hyssop and completely washed



Hyssop

Exodus 12:22 - “You shall take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in 
the basin, and apply some of the blood that is in the basin to the lintel and the two 
doorposts; and none of you shall go outside the door of his house until morning.



An appeal for cleansing of sin 
Psalm 51:7-9

1.  David wanted to be cleansed with hyssop and completely washed

2.  David wanted his joy, gladness and rejoicing restored

3.  David wanted his sins blotted out

Psalm 32:3-4 - When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away 
Through my groaning all day long. For day and night Your hand was heavy 
upon me; My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer.



A desire for the creating of a pure heart 
Psalm 51:10-12

1.  David wanted to be “a man after God’s own heart” again

2.  David wanted to retain the strength of the Holy Spirit in his life

3.  David wanted a fresh start - the joy of God’s salvation and a sustained willing 
spirit to be obedient to God’s commands

John Calvin wrote:  “It is natural that the saints, when they have 
fallen into sin, and have done what they could to expel the grace of 

God, should feel an anxiety upon this point; but it is their duty to 
hold fast the truth, that grace is the incorruptible seed of God, 

which can never perish in any heart where it has been deposited.”

Psalm 35:9 - And my soul shall rejoice in the Lord;  
It shall exult in His salvation.



The expression of a restored heart 
Psalm 51:13-17

1.  David wanted to teach sinners God’s ways and about the imputed 
righteousness of God

2.  David wanted to worship his God with a broken spirit and a broken and 
contrite heart



A concluding prayer for the prosperity of Zion 
Psalm 51:18-19

1.  David prayed for the spiritual blessing of his people

2.  David prayed for the spiritual protection of his people



Application



Application - Biblical Repentance
1.  Approach our Holy Lord God on the basis of His mercy, steadfast love and 
compassion - Psalm 51:1-2

2.  Confess your specific sin(s) as against God and against God alone - 
Psalm 51:3-6

3.  Ask God to cleanse you, wash you and to blot out your sins - Psalm 51:7-9

4.  Ask God to continue to change and strengthen your heart through His Spirit 
and to make you willing to be obedient to Him - Psalm 51:10-12

5.  Resolve to teach others God’s ways and to worship God at all times with a 
broken and contrite heart - Psalm 51:13-17

6.  Pray for others who may have been impacted by your sin - Psalm 51:18-19



“My God, whether recent or not, let me feel the enormity of 
my manifold offenses, and do not remember the sins of my 
youth….Lord wash me, cleanse me, and let my sin and my 
sinfulness be ever before me.  Let me feel it chiefly as sin 

against You.  Let me feel the virulence of my native 
corruption; purge me from it thoroughly, and put truth in my 

soul.  May mine be a real turning from sin to the Savior.  God 
create me anew.  Do not withdraw Your Spirit, but cause me 
to rejoice in a present salvation.  Deliver me from the blood 
guiltiness of having offended any of Your little ones.  Open 
my lips that I may speak of the wondrous things You have 

done for my soul!  Do not let any delinquencies of mine bring 
a scandal on Your church.  Purify and build her so that 

external services will be free from all taint of corruption or 
hypocrisy.  May Your church be pleasing in Your sight.”

Thomas Challmers 
1780-1847




