


No Reconciliation without Repentance

2 Samuel 14 



Life of David 
Outline

David’s Rise and King Saul’s Demise  1 Sam. 16 - 2 Sam. 1

David’s Reign as King Over Israel    2 Samuel 2-20

     David’s Accession to King         2 Samuel 2-5

     David’s Triumphal Reign         2 Samuel 6-10

     David’s Troubled Reign          2 Samuel 11-20

Epilogue              2 Sam. 21 - 1 Kings 2



The Setting 
2 Samuel 13

1.  Amnon, King David’s oldest son and presumably the heir to his throne raped 
his half sister Tamar who was Absalom’s full sister

2. Two years later, Absalom arranged to have Amnon murdered

3. Then Absalom left Jerusalem and fled to Geshur to be safe for 3 years with 
his grandfather





The Setting 
2 Samuel 13

1.  Amnon, King David’s oldest son and presumably the heir to his throne raped 
his half sister Tamar who was Absalom’s full sister

2. Two years later, Absalom arranged to have Amnon murdered

3. Then Absalom left Jerusalem and fled to Geshur to be safe for 3 years with 
his grandfather

4.  The heart of King David longed to go out for Absalom - 2 Samuel 13:39



Theme Statement - The LORD God has a way (repentance 
and faith) so that the banished one will not be cast out 
from Him but when that way is abandoned there can be 

no true reconciliation with Him or with others.



Reconciliation by Intrigue 
2 Samuel 14:1-24

1.  The Instigator was Joab who perceived that King David yearned for the 
return of Absalom

2.  Joab developed the plot and script for approaching David

3.  The actress was a wise woman from Tekoa





Reconciliation by Intrigue 
2 Samuel 14:1-24

1.  The Instigator was Joab who perceived that King David yearned for the 
return of Absalom

2.  Joab developed the plot and script for approaching David

3.  The actress was a wise woman from Tekoa

4.  The script was played out in three acts



Reconciliation by Intrigue 
2 Samuel 14:1-24

     Act 1 - The woman presented her situation to king David

She explained the threat of death to her only remaining son who had 
killed  his brother

David responded with his authoritative help

The woman took full responsibility for any miscarriage of justice

David responded with his personal help

The woman pleaded for divine help through David

Finally David responded with divine help



Reconciliation by Intrigue 
2 Samuel 14:1-24

Act 2 - The woman presented David’s situation to king David

David did not respond

Act 3 - The woman went back to her situation



Reconciliation by Intrigue 
2 Samuel 14:1-24

5.  David responded by uncovering the scheme of Joab

6.  King David ordered Joab to “bring back the young man Absalom”

7.  Joab brought Absalom back to Jerusalem but not to his father King David



Profile of Absalom 
2 Samuel 14:25-27

1.  Absalom’s most defining attribute was his outward appearance

2.  Absalom’s family - three sons and one daughter Tamar

2 Samuel 18:18 
Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up for himself a 
pillar which is in the King’s Valley, for he said, “I have no son to 
preserve my name.” So he named the pillar after his own name, 

and it is called Absalom’s Monument to this day.



Reconciliation by Force 
2 Samuel 14:28-33

1.  The instigator was Absalom who was impatient after two years of isolation

2.  Absalom sent two requests to Joab to arrange for a meeting with King David 
but Joab ignored him

3.  Finally, Absalom lit the proverbial fire under Joab to get his attention

4.  Absalom wanted either life or death from King David, his father

5.  Absalom bowed before the king and the king kissed him



Application



Application

1.  “This was a restoration without justification”

A. W. Pink writes - “Nothing could possibly justify David in disregarding the 
divine law, which cried aloud for the avenging of Amnon….As chief 

magistrate in Israel, David had set aside the divine law.  Therefore he must 
not be surprised if his wayward son now resorts to further lawlessness.”



Application

1.  “This was a restoration without justification”

2.  “There was no redemption to bring Absalom back from the ways of sin” (Rich

One commentator wrote - “David had put Absalom in the position where he 
could only do the maximum damage.  He was in Jerusalem at the centre of 
things, he was lionized by an adoring public, he was heir to the throne and 

he was vaguely disapproved of by his father, the king.”



Application

1.  “This was a restoration without justification”

2.  “There was no redemption to bring Absalom back from the ways of sin”

3.  “The chapter ends with a pathetic scene of false reconciliation”

4.  Sin has consequences for the believer in Jesus Christ and the unbeliever 

Richard Phillips - “Here we have a filial bow that did not 
represent true submission, and a father’s kiss that 

betrayed the absence of true favor toward his son.”




