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Absalom’s Ambition, Ambush and Assumption: 2 Samuel 15:1-37 
Lord’s Day - February 28, 2021 – Chas Morse 

What David learns about his sanctification.   
What WE must learn about our sanctification! 

   

Life of David Outline: 
I.  David’s Rise and King Saul’s Demise    1 Sam 16 - 2 Sam 1:27 
II. David’s Reign as King over Israel     2 Sam 2:1 - 20:26 

a. David’s Ascension to King     2 Sam 2:1 - 5:25 
b. David’s Triumphal Reign     2 Sam 6:1 – 10:19 
c. David’s Troubled Reign     2 Sam 11:1 - 20:26 

Epilogue       2 Sam 21:1 - 1 Kings 2:46 
 

Introduction: 

1) What are the most beautiful words spoken in our day? ___________________________________________ 

2) What are the most beautiful Biblical words spoken in heaven or upon the earth? ______________________ 

 

Review:  
10:1 - 11:1 Ammon Fights – Joab leads and David remains at the palace   

11:2-11:5 Bathsheba’s Pregnant! – David conceives an illegitimate child  

11:6 – 11:27 David Murders – Uriah’s example & David’s corruptness 

12:1 – 12:12 YHWH Rebukes – God uncovers David’s sin & David’s sorrow 

12:13 – 12:23 YHWH Kills – David’s repentance & physical consequences  

12:24 – 12:25 Bathsheba’s Pregnant – David conceives a blessed child  

12:26 – 12:31 Ammon Surrenders – David joins Joab & takes the stronghold  

13:1 – 13:22 Amnon Rapes – David ignores his granddaughter’s rape & Absalom hates Amnon 

13:23 – 13:39 Absalom Avenges - Absalom retaliates and flees & David mourns for Amnon  

14:1 – 14:24 Joab Schemes – David longs for Absalom & Woman of Tekoa convinces David to “forgive”  

his wayward son  

14:25-33 – Absalom Returns – Israel praises his outward appearance & Absalom acts with aggression.     

  

Proposition: (What is the passage teaching?) 
David transgressed against God but then repents and experiences YHWH’s steadfast love and forgiveness (Psalm 51). 
With God’s forgiveness, David experiences God’s preserving care in the midst of Absalom’s insurrection. God ordains the 
consequences of David’s sin not only to lead him in personal sanctification but also to accomplish His redemptive 
purposes.  

 

Objective: Regardless of how sinful believers are, we will experience the same type of forgiveness and 

preserving care if we turn from our sinful propensities.   
 

Key Chapter Verse: (2 Samuel 15:30) 

“And David went up the ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept as he went, and his head was covered and he 

walked barefoot. Then all the people who were with him each covered his head and went up weeping as they 

went.” 
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Discussion: 

I. Absalom’s Ambition (1-6) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

II. Absalom’s Ambush (7-12) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

III. David’s Anguish (13-36) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IV. Absalom’s Assumption (37) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Personal Lessons Learned: “A merely messy Christianity normalizes sin, minimizes struggle, and dilutes 

the transformative power of the cross.”  
 
1) What does this text teach us about God? God advances His kingdom by continually intervening in history 
and redeeming a people by His Son for His Son and for His Glory. We even have a glimpse of our Savior’s 
sorrow and betrayal in “David’s ascent.” David had no understanding at this time of how God could ever use 
his sin and Absalom’s rebellion for His glory and good, but David knew that God was accomplishing His 
redemptive plan.   
 
2) What does this text teach us about people? God uncovered David’s sin for His glory and David’s 
sanctification. David may be “a man after God’s own heart,” but he is also a mortal like us -- a mere “sinful 
creature, warts and all.” In humility and obedience, David reacts to God’s loving discipline and the 
consequences of sin. (2 Sam 16:11) We need to learn that God continues to lovingly discipline His chosen 
sons and daughters by uncovering their sin. (Hebrews 12:3-13; 1 John 1:9) 
 
3) What does this text teach us about “life under the sun?” David learns contentment, holding tight to the 
grace of God. David readily accepts what God graciously gives him and what He lovingly withholds. (2 Sam 
16:12) We need to learn that our God gives us everything pertaining to life and godliness.  We don’t need to 
crave anything else but His kingdom. (Matthew 6:25-34; Psalm 63:1-11)  
 
4) What is this text communiticating to me? God unmasks men’s motives, whether good or bad. Where are 
your propensities to sin described in this passage? How do you respond to mercy and grace? How is your life 
represented by these two main characters? How might you respond when faced with these same struggles 
and situations?   

“We are halfhearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an 
ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a 
holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”       Francis Schaffer 


