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I.	David’s	Rise	and	King	Saul’s	Demise 1	Sam	16	- 2	Sam	1

II.	David’s	Reign	as	King	over	Israel 2	Sam	2	- 20

a.	David’s	Ascension	to	King 2	Sam	2	- 5
b.	David’s	Triumphal	Reign 2	Sam	6	– 10
c.	David’s	Troubled	Reign 2	Sam	11	- 20

Epilogue 2	Sam	21	- 1	Kings	2

OUTLINE	OF	LIFE	OF	DAVID



PROPOSITION:

God accomplishes His redemptive purposes by 
confounding Absalom’s corrupt plan, providing 
David with a clear path back to the throne. 

God accomplishes His purposes through David’s 
prayer—the quick and precise arrow prayer shot up 
to YHWH as he fled Absalom on insurrection day. (2 
Samuel 15:31)

•



God	cares	for	us	as	we	experience	His	preserving	care	and	
accomplish	His	prescribed	will.	In	obedience	we	must	
present	our	specific	concerns	and	pleas	before	the	Throne	
of	Grace.	

OBJECTIVE



KEY CHAPTER VERSE

“Then Absalom and all the men of Israel said, ‘The 
advice of Hushai the Archite is better than the 
advice of Ahithophel. For the Lord had ordained to 
foil the good advice of Ahithophel, in order for the 
Lord to bring disaster on Absalom.’” (17:14)



OUTLINE

I. Ahithophel’s Strategic Advice (17:1-4)



The Nature of  Surprise

• In conflict, direct confrontation will lead to engagement and 
surprise will lead to victory.

• Those who are skilled in producing surprises will win. Such 
tacticians are as versatile as the changes in haven and earth.

• In directing a conflict, there is only ambush or direct 
confrontation. Yet their combinations produce a variation of  
possible battle plans.

SUN TZU



OUTLINE

I. Ahithophel’s Strategic Advice (17:1-4)
II. Hushai’s Deceptive Advice (17:5-13)



The Nature of  Deception

• A military operation involves deception. Even though 
you are competent, appear to be incompetent. 
Though effective, appear to be ineffective.

SUN TZU



OUTLINE

I. Ahithophel’s Strategic Advice (17:1-4)
II. Hushai’s Deceptive Advice (17:5-13)
III. YHWH’s Ordained Choice (17:14) 
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OUTLINE

I. Ahithophel’s Strategic Advice (17:1-4)
II. Hushai’s Deceptive Advice (17:5-13)
III. YHWH’s Ordained Choice (17:14) 
IV. Hushai’s Warning & Plan Executed as David 
Crosses the Jordan (17:15-22)
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WELL OF EN-ROGEL
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WELL OF BAHURIM
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OUTLINE

I. Ahithophel’s Strategic Advice (17:1-4)
II. Hushai’s Deceptive Advice (17:5-13)
III. YHWH’s Ordained Choice (17:14) 
IV. Hushai’s Warning & Plan Executed as David 
Crosses the Jordan (17:15-22)
V. Ahithophel’s Demise and Death (17:23) 



OUTLINE

I. Ahithophel’s Strategic Advice (17:1-4)
II. Hushai’s Deceptive Advice (17:5-13)
III. YHWH’s Ordained Choice (17:14) 
IV. Hushai’s Warning & Plan Executed as David 
Crosses the Jordan (17:15-22)
V. Ahithophel’s Demise and Death (17:23) 
VI. Absalom crosses the Jordan and Assembles for 
a Doomed Battle (17:24b-26) 



MAP



ROUTE



OUTLINE

I. Ahithophel’s Strategic Advice (17:1-4)
II. Hushai’s Deceptive Advice (17:5-13)
III. YHWH’s Ordained Choice (17:14) 
IV. Hushai’s Warning & Plan Executed as David 
Crosses the Jordan (17:15-22)
V. Ahithophel’s Demise and Death (17:23) 
VI. Absalom crosses the Jordan and Assembles for 
a Doomed Battle (17:24b-26) 
VII. YHWH Supplies David with Needed Resources 
(17:24a, 27-29)



“Amidst the chaos of  a sea of  flags in the battlefield, order 
must be maintained. Even when the view is unclear, 
adherence to an army’s formation will ensure it cannot be 
defeated. Yet, disorder can arise from order, fear from 
bravery and weakness from strength. 

Orderliness can be fostered (or instilled) via coordination, 
bravery via the impetus of  a situation and strength via 
training. A commander may stir an enemy (i.e. disrupt its 
formation) by misleading it with an enticement of  a false 
advantage, from which point the enemy can be defeated by 
troops lying in wait.”

SUN TZU



FOREST



BATTLE’S END



1) What does this text teach us about God? 
God advances His kingdom by 
maneuvering history to accomplish His 
redemptive goals. At this time David has 
no understanding of how God could ever 
use Absalom’s rebellion for His glory and 
good, but he nonetheless acknowledges 
the power and control of his sovereign 
God. 

IMPLICATIONS:



2) What does this passage teach about 
David’s correct response to this 
insurmountable trial? We see David’s 
knee-jerk reaction to pray once he 
discovers Ahithophel’s role in the 
insurrection. 

IMPLICATIONS:



IMPLICATIONS:

3) God uncovers David’s sin for His glory and David’s sanctification. David 
experiences firsthand God’s loving discipline and the consequences of sin. We 
need to learn that God continues to lovingly discipline His chosen sons and 
daughters by uncovering their sin. (Hebrews 12:4-12; 1 John 1:9) 

3) What does this text teach us about our 
proper response to trials? There is a tight 
relationship between Prayer & the 
Sovereignty of God. There is a relationship 
between the means and the ends as God 
hears our prayers and accomplishes His 
Sovereign will.  (Pennington)



IMPLICATIONS:

3) God uncovers David’s sin for His glory and David’s sanctification. David 
experiences firsthand God’s loving discipline and the consequences of sin. We 
need to learn that God continues to lovingly discipline His chosen sons and 
daughters by uncovering their sin. (Hebrews 12:4-12; 1 John 1:9) 

A. Recognize God's wisdom and sovereignty, and 
in your heart and prayers, submit your plans to 
His will (Lk. 22:42; Acts 18:21; Jam. 4:13-15). 
B. Understand that prayer complements and 
cooperates with God's sovereignty (2 Kings 20:1-
5; Isaiah 37:21). 
C. Remember that God always answers our 
requests as He determines best. 



IMPLICATIONS:

3) God uncovers David’s sin for His glory and David’s sanctification. David 
experiences firsthand God’s loving discipline and the consequences of sin. We 
need to learn that God continues to lovingly discipline His chosen sons and 
daughters by uncovering their sin. (Hebrews 12:4-12; 1 John 1:9) 

1. Yes—exactly as we asked (2 Samuel 15:31)
2. Yes—differently than we imagined (Genesis 
22:8)
3. No—forever (2 Cor. 12:7-9) 
4. No—for now (Rom. 1:10)



Regardless of the circumstances, we need to 
be like David and learn contentment, holding 
tight to the grace of God in prayer!

QUOTE


