
God’s Triumph Over Evil 
“The people of Israel were defeated before the servants of David” 

March 28, 2021         2 Samuel 18                  Dwight Custis

Life of David Outline 
 David’s Rise and King Saul’s Demise    1 Samuel 16 - 2 Samuel 1 
 David’s Reign as King Over Israel     2 Samuel 2-20 
  David’s Accession to King        2 Samuel 2-5 
  David’s Triumphal Reign        2 Samuel 6-10 
  David’s Troubled Reign         2 Samuel 11-20 
 Epilogue              2 Samuel 21 - 1 Kings 2 

Theme Statement:  Even in the most dire circumstances (in this case the powerful king 
humiliated and reduced to a lowly fugitive), our Sovereign Lord God strengthens His people, 
accomplishes His purposes and keeps His redemptive covenant. 

Preparing for War - 2 Samuel 18:1-6 

1.  Absalom had rejected Ahithophel’s advice of a ____________________ on David by a 
relatively small army of 12,000 men - 2 Samuel 17:1-3 

2.  Absalom opted for Hushai’s advice of a _________________ led by Amasa and Absalom 
himself - 2 Samuel 17:11-13, 25 

3.  David assessed the ____________ of his army and then designated ____________ down 
to the small group of 100 men - v. 1-2a 

4.  David offered to go out with his troops in battle but was prohibited because of his ________ 
to their cause - v. 2b-4 

5.  David’s final command - __________________________ of the young man Absalom - v. 5 

Defeating the Enemy - 2 Samuel 18:6-16 

1.  The winning strategy:  Fight in the __________, set up multiple _______________ and 
_________________ the battle field - v. 6-8 

2.  Absalom is caught up _______ in a tree by his head and his mule went on without him - v. 9 

3.  Although one man refused to disobey King David’s command, Joab and his men ________ 
Absalom - v. 10-15 

4.  Then Joab _____________________ signifying the battle was over - v. 16 



Burying the Memory - 2 Samuel 18:17-18 

1.  Joab and his men threw Absalom’s body into a deep pit in the middle of the forest covered 
by a “_______________________________” - v. 17 

2.  Absalom had already built __________________________ to preserve his name - v. 18 

Reporting Back to the Commander - 2 Samuel 18:19-32 

1.  Ahimaaz requested to be the bearer of ___________ to King David but was denied by Joab 
- v. 19-20 

2.  Joab commanded a Cushite, a ___________, to bear the controversial news to King David 
- v. 21 

3.  Ahimaaz was insistent on being a bearer of _______________ to David after the Cushite 
and Joab relented - v. 22-23 

4.  Ahimaaz outran the Cushite and brought the good news of the ____________ but _______ 
knowing anything about Absalom - v. 24-30 

5.  The Cushite delivered both the ___________ and the ___________ to King David- v. 31-32 

Assessing the Cost - 2 Samuel 18:33 

1.  David ________ at the cost of the death of his son Absalom - v. 33 

2.  To _________________________ 

Application 

1.  We, too, are in a battle, “not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in 
the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full armor of God…” - Ephesians 6:10-17 

2. King David’s compassion for his enemies pictures the compassion our God has for the lost 
and for His people - Matthew 9:36; Jonah 4:11; Micah 7:19 

3.  Absalom hanged on a tree and received the curse of God for his unrepentant heart and 
rejection of the Lord God.  For all men and women, there are only two options - repent and 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ who became a curse for repentant sinners by hanging on a 
tree OR personally pay the penalty of God’s eternal curse for sin - Galatians 3:13. 

4. We can be confident that our God is Sovereign in all of human history and will always keep 
his covenants and promises - 2 Samuel 17:14; Revelation 22:13 


