
The Olivet Discourse:  
Prophecies About the Temple and Return of Christ

Luke 21:5-36
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Overview of End Times

The Church Age Tribulation Millennium Eternal State

Rapture of 
the Church

Second Coming 
of Christ

Unknown Duration 7 Years 1,000 Years Eternity
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• Herod’s renovation was finished in AD 68

• In AD 70, the city and temple were utterly destroyed
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◼ The beauty

◼ The prophecy

◼ The fulfillment

◼ The lessons

• Proves the deity of Christ

• Shows Jesus’ judgment on this false religious system and nation

• Indicates the work of the Temple was done

• Demonstrates how Jesus’ predictions will always perfectly come to 
pass
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Thinking of the Disciples and Jewish People 
Concerning “When Messiah Comes”

These events would happen very quickly in succession:

1. A period of great tribulation before Messiah comes
2. The return of Elijah as the forerunner
3. The appearing of Messiah
4. One final attack of hostile powers against God’s people
5. Messiah’s destruction of those hostile power
6. The renovation of Israel, Jerusalem, and the temple
7. A gathering of the dispersed Jews
8. The Messianic kingdom in Palestine as the center of the world
9. The renovation of the entire world
10. The general resurrection of the dead
11. The last judgment
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◼ Initiated by the Abomination of Desolation (v20, Matt 24:15, Mark 
13:14)

◼ Marked by the persecution of Israel (vv21-23)

◼ Described as a time of unparalleled tribulation (v24)

◼ Shortened for the sake of the elect (Matt 24:21-22, Mark 13:20)

◼ Filled with spiritual deception (Matt 24:23-28, Mark 13:21-23)
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Jesus’ Prophecy of the
Second Coming (vv25-27)

◼ The timing (Matt 24:29a, Mark 13:24a)

◼ The signs (vv25-26)

◼ The appearance (v27)

Daniel 7:13  I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the 
clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came 
up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.



Jesus’ Prophecy of the
Second Coming (vv25-27)

◼ The timing (Matt 24:29a, Mark 13:24a)

◼ The signs (vv25-26)

◼ The appearance (v27)

◼ The focus (Matt 24:31, Mark 13:27)
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Closing

◼ Jesus is divine – every word spoken is truth and comes to pass

◼ God is in control of human history – the end is known

◼ As things on earth get worse, don’t be afraid if you belong to Him

◼ Jesus is coming back!  Are you ready?


