
David’s Last Words & Mighty Men 
“Now these are the last words of David.” 

May 23, 2021         2 Samuel 23                  Dwight Custis

Introduction 

David Ends a Divinely Sent Famine - 2 Samuel 21:1-14 
 David’s Loyal and Heroic Soldiers - 2 Samuel 21:15-22 
  David Utters a Hymn of Praise to Yahweh - 2 Samuel 22:1-51 
  David Utters His Last Oracle - 2 Samuel 23:1-7 
 David’s Loyal and Heroic Soldiers - 2 Samuel 23:8-39 
David Stops a Divinely Sent Plague - 2 Samuel 24:1-25 

Theme Statement:  The one who leads, manages or rules others is to do so righteously and 
must do so in the fear of God.  This principle is true in the temporal affairs of people but 
ultimately will perfectly characterize the rule of the eternal King Jesus Christ who will rule with 
perfect justice - eternal blessing for those in Christ but eternal judgment those not in Christ. 

David’s Last Words - 2 Samuel 23:1-7 

1.  The proclamation:  These are the _______________ of David - v. 1a 

2.  The instrument:  David was the ________________, the __________________________ 
and a prolific _____________________ - v. 1b 

3.  The author:  A ____________ emphasis that the LORD God is the author of David’s words - 
v. 2-3a 

4.  The principle:  “He who rules over men must do so ______________,” and he must do so 
“in the __________________” - v. 3b 

5.  The illustration:  It is like the dawning of a new day without ________; it is like __________ 
after the ___________ - v. 4 

6.  The perfection:  Although David’s rule reflected godly rule, it and he were not perfect and 
David held fast to the everlasting covenant (2 Samuel 7) under which the throne of David’s 
house will endure forever under the ______ and ________ reign of our Lord Jesus Christ - v. 5 

7.  The judgment:  In God’s economy of justice, sin must and will be punished either in the 
death of Jesus Christ on behalf of those who repent and believe in Jesus Christ or in the 
________________________ of the unbelieving and unrepentant persons - v. 6-7 

Summary: 
In these seven verses the author of Samuel has looked back on David’s remarkable life, and 
with his last public words David has looked reflectively on his reign and longingly with great 
confidence for his future royal line. This great man of God used his final words to declare how 
his God was the reason for his success and how by God’s grace he influenced the nation for 
good as a godly leader. 



David’s Mighty Men - 2 Samuel 23:8-39 

1.  The “Three” - v. 8-12 

 Josheb-basshebeth - v. 8 
 Eleazar - v. 9-10 
 Shammah - v. 11-12 

2.  The Unnamed “Three” of the “Thirty” - water fetchers - v. 13-17 

3.  The “Two” - v. 18-23 

 Abishai - v. 18-19 
 Benaiah - v. 20-23 

4.  The “Thirty” - v. 24-39 

 Asahel - brother of Joab and Abishai - killed by Abner 
 Joab - mentioned 3 times but not as a warrior 
 Uriah the Hittite - interesting inclusion 

Application: 

1. Though it may seem, like David’s humble beginnings, that our lives began as  relatively 
insignificant and lowly, we can find comfort that these are exactly the people God chooses 
for His ‘tool box’ to be used as His instruments to fulfill His purposes in the world -   1 
Corinthians 1:26-29 

2. Every godly leader (in government, parents at home, spiritual leaders in the church, 
coaches on the field, bosses in the workplace, etc.) should exercise their authority justly – 
meaning the actions and decisions taken by leaders should be in obedience to the 
righteous requirements of God’s Word. They are also to be leaders who live in the fear of 
the Lord. These qualities should be true in every relationship God puts you in – 2 Sam. 
23:3; Micah 6:8 

3. As Christians, we need to attribute all our successes and every spiritual victory to the 
marvelous grace of our awesome God – I Cor. 1:31; 15:10 

4. When our lives draw near to death – there is only one place, one Person where we can 
have certainty for our hope of eternal salvation – it is the fact that our God has made 
covenant promises that apply to everyone who puts their trust in God’s Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ – John 5:24; 6:39; 11:25-26; 20:31  

5. Part of dying well involves leaving behind a legacy of good deeds done for Jesus and well-
chosen last words. Your last words may prove to be the words most people will remember 
about you.  What will be your final words?


