




Life of David 
Outline

David’s Rise and King Saul’s Demise  1 Sam. 16 - 2 Sam. 1

David’s Reign as King Over Israel    2 Samuel 2-20

     David’s Accession to King         2 Samuel 2-5

     David’s Triumphal Reign         2 Samuel 6-10

     David’s Troubled Reign          2 Samuel 11-20

Epilogue              2 Sam. 21 - 1 Kings 2



 David Ends a Divinely Sent Famine                  (21:1-14)

 David Stops a Divinely Sent Plague                  (24:1-25)

 David’s Loyal and Heroic Soldiers                  (21:15-22)

 David’s Loyal and Heroic Soldiers                    (23:8-39)

2 Samuel  21-24

 David Utters a Hymn of Praise to Yahweh        (22:1-51)

 David Utters His Last Oracle                               (23:1-7)



 David’s Loyal and Heroic Soldiers                    (23:8-39)

2 Samuel  21-24

 David Utters His Last Oracle                               (23:1-7)





From the Holman commentary: 

“In many cultures throughout the world and in various periods of 

history, death has been viewed as an inevitability that is to be 

prepared for throughout a lifetime and faced with dignity. Part of dying 

well involved leaving behind a legacy of good deeds and well-chosen 

last words.  One’s last words would often be the most remembered 

word of a person.  A person who wished to die “properly” would try to 

formulate his last formally spoken words with great care.”



Sad Last Words

Vincent Van Gogh: “I shall never get rid of this depression.”

W. C. Fields: “I’m looking for a loophole.”

James Dean: “My fun days are over.”

Bing Crosby: “That was a great game of golf.”

Cardinal Borgia: “I have provided in the course of my life for 
everything except death, and now, alas, I am to die unprepared.”



Notable Last Words

Scotland’s Robert the Bruce:  “Now, God be with you, my dear children. 
I have breakfasted with you and shall sup with my Lord Jesus Christ.”

John Calvin:  “I am abundantly satisfied, since it is from Thy hand.”

Cotton Mather:  “Is this dying? Is this all? Is this what I feared when I 
prayed against a hard death? Oh, I can bear this! I can bear this!”

Jonathan Edwards: “Trust in God and you shall have nothing to fear.”

John Owen:   “I am going to Him whom my soul loveth, or rather Who 
has loved me with an everlasting love, which is the sole ground of all my 

consolation.”



Notable Last Words

C. H. Spurgeon: "Tranquil and happy, though very weak. My theology is 
very simple. I can express it in few words and they are enough to die 

by." After a pause, he slowly said, "Jesus died for me."

Final Words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

	 “It is finished!” - John 19:30


	 “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit” - Luke 23:46



Theme Statement 

The one who leads, manages or rules others is to do 

so righteously and must do so in the fear of God.  This 

principle is true in the temporal affairs of people but 

ultimately will perfectly characterize the rule of the 

eternal King Jesus Christ who will rule with perfect 

justice - eternal blessing for those in Christ but eternal 

judgment those not in Christ.



1.  The proclamation:  These are the last words of David

2.  The instrument:  David was the son of Jesse, the greatest king of 
Israel and a prolific writer of Scripture

David’s Last Words 
2 Samuel 23:1-7

3.  The author:  A threefold emphasis that the LORD God is the author of 
David’s words



A. W. Pink comments, “The Scriptures are indeed 
the very Word of God, inerrant and imperishable, 
yet the instrumentality of the creature was 
employed in the communication and compilation 
of them.  The mouth uttering it was human, but 
the message was divine; the voice was that of 
man but the actual words those of God Himself.” A. W. Pink



1.  The proclamation:  These are the last words of David

2.  The instrument:  David was the son of Jesse, the greatest king of 
Israel and a prolific writer of Scripture

David’s Last Words 
2 Samuel 23:1-7

3.  The author:  A threefold emphasis that the LORD God is the author of 
David’s words

4.  The principle:  “He who rules over men must do so righteously,” and 
he must do so “in the fear of God”

5.  The illustration:  It is like the dawning of a new day without clouds; it 
is like sunshine after the rain







David’s Last Words 
2 Samuel 23:1-7

6.  The perfection:  Although David’s rule reflected godly rule, it and he 
were not perfect and David held fast to the everlasting covenant (2 
Samuel 7) under which the throne of David’s house will endure forever 
under the eternal and perfect reign of our Lord Jesus Christ

7.  The judgment:  In God’s economy of justice, sin must and will be 
punished either in the death of Jesus Christ on behalf of those who 
repent and believe in Jesus Christ or in the eternal punishment of the 
unbelieving and unrepentant persons



Richard D Phillips

“David thinks of the way that an iron tool is used to 
grasp thorn-bushes and cast them into a consuming 
fire. This image presents the opposite side of God’s 
covenant: the God who graciously saves His people 
also justly executes judgment on the corrupt and sinful 
who refuse to surrender to Christ in faith…In this way, 
as David faces his own death with confidence, he 
solemnly warns others to be prepared to meet God in 
the final judgment. Security in the day of God’s wrath 
comes only through faith in the blood of Christ, which 
‘cleanses us from all sin’ (1 John 1:7) and ‘delivers us 
from the wrath to come.’ (1 Thess. 1:10).”



Summary

In these seven verses the author of Samuel has looked back on 
David’s remarkable life, and with his last public words David has 
looked reflectively on his reign and longingly with great confidence 
for his future royal line. This great man of God used his final words 
to declare how his God was the reason for his success and how by 
God’s grace he influenced the nation for good as a godly leader.



1.  The “Three” - v. 8-12
Josheb-basshebeth - v. 8

David’s Mighty Men 
2 Samuel 23:8-39

2.  The Unnamed “Three” of the 
“Thirty” - water fetchers - v. 13-17

3.  The “Two” - v. 18-23

Eleazar - v. 9-10
Shammah - v. 11-12

Abishai - v. 18-19
Benaiah - v. 20-23

4.  The “Thirty” - v. 24-39

Asahel - v. 24a

Joab - not mentioned

Uriah - v. 39



Robert D Bergen

“What is the practical value of having this 
list in Scripture? It demonstrates David’s 
willingness to reward those under his 
command when they performed their 
tasks with excellence. Thus it reflects 
David’s great skill in relationships and 
suggests a model to be emulated by 
godly leaders of all generations.”



Application



Application

1.  Though it may seem, like David’s humble beginnings, that our 
lives began as  relatively insignificant and lowly, we can find 
comfort that these are exactly the people God chooses for His ‘tool 
box’ to be used as His instruments to fulfill His purposes in the 
world -   1 Corinthians 1:26-29

For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of 
the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the 
world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He 
may nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast before God.



Application
2.  Every godly leader (in government, parents at home, spiritual 
leaders in the church, coaches on the field, bosses in the 
workplace, etc.) should exercise their authority justly – meaning the 
actions and decisions taken by leaders should be in obedience to 
the righteous requirements of God’s Word. They are also to be 
leaders who live in the fear of the Lord. These qualities should be 
true in every relationship God puts you in – 2 Sam. 23:3; Micah 6:8

2 Samuel 23:3 - The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, ‘He who 
rules over men righteously, Who rules in the fear of God 

Micah 6:8 - He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require 
of you But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?



Application

3.  As Christians, we need to attribute all our successes and every 
spiritual victory to the marvelous grace of our awesome God –  
1 Cor. 1:31; 15:10

1 Corinthians 1:31 - so that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN 
THE LORD.” 

1 Corinthians 15:10 - But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace 
toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, 
but the grace of God with me.



Application

4.  When our lives draw near to death – there is only one place, one 
Person where we can have certainty for our hope of eternal salvation – it 
is the fact that our God has made covenant promises that apply to 
everyone who puts their trust in God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ –  
John 5:24; 6:39; 11:25-26; 20:31

John 5:24 - “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him 
who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed 
out of death into life. 

John 20:31 - but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.



Application

5.  Part of dying well involves leaving behind a legacy of good deeds 
done for Jesus and well-chosen last words. Your last words may prove to 
be the words most people will remember about you.  What will be your 
final words?






