
Wealth & Wisdom
A Study of Money from the Book of Proverbs



I. Earning Money



I. Earning Money 

A. Through Diligence



Prov. 6:10  “A little sleep, a little slumber,  

             A little folding of the hands to rest” — 

         11   Your poverty will come in like a vagabond  

            And your need like an armed man. 



Prov. 14:23  In all labor there is profit,  

                    But mere talk leads only to poverty. 



I. Earning Money 

A. Through Diligence 

B. With Integrity



Prov. 20:17  Bread obtained by falsehood is sweet to a man,  

                  But afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel. 



Prov. 10:22  It is the blessing of the LORD that makes rich,  

                    And He adds no sorrow to it. 



1. God is the owner of all things. 

Psalm 50:10  For every beast of the forest is Mine,  

                 The cattle on a thousand hills. 

Psa. 24:1     The earth is the LORD’S, and all it contains,  

                 The world, and those who dwell in it. 



1. God is the owner of all things. 

2. Everything we have comes from God. 

James 1:17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 
or shifting shadow. 



1. God is the owner of all things. 

2. Everything we have comes from God. 

3. Riches are not a sign of spirituality and poverty is not always a sign of 
sin.  

Luke 9:58 And Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 



1. God is the owner of all things. 

2. Everything we have comes from God. 

3. Riches are not a sign of spirituality and poverty is not always a sign of 
sin.  

4. It’s not wrong to be wealthy and it’s not virtuous to be poor. 

Prov 22:2  The rich and the poor have a common bond,  

               The LORD is the maker of them all.



1. God is the owner of all things. 

2. Everything we have comes from God. 

3. Riches are not a sign of spirituality and poverty is not always a sign of 
sin.  

4. It’s not wrong to be wealthy and it’s not virtuous to be poor. 

5. We are never commanded to get rich.  



1. God is the owner of all things. 

2. Everything we have comes from God. 

3. Riches are not a sign of spirituality and poverty is not always a sign of 
sin.  

4. It’s not wrong to be wealthy and it’s not virtuous to be poor. 

5. We are never commanded to get rich.  

6. We are commanded to glorify God in all that we do, including the way 
we handle money.



I. Earning Money 

A. Through Diligence 

B. With Integrity 

C. By Wisdom



Prov. 22:29     Do you see a man skilled in his work?  

                  He will stand before kings;  

                He will not stand before obscure men. 



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

A. With Planning



Prov. 21:5  The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage,  

            But everyone who is hasty comes surely to poverty. 



Prov 15:22  Without consultation, plans are frustrated,  

               But with many counselors they succeed. 



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

A. With Planning 

B. With Tolerance



Prov. 14:4  Where no oxen are, the manger is clean,  

                But much revenue comes by the strength of the ox. 



Prov 22:3  The prudent sees the evil and hides himself,  

               But the naive go on, and are punished for it. 



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

A. With Planning 

B. With Tolerance 

C. With Attention



Prov. 27:23     Know well the condition of your flocks,  

                   And pay attention to your herds; 



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

A. With Planning 

B. With Tolerance 

C. With Attention 

D. With Patience



Prov. 13:11  Wealth gained hastily will dwindle, 

                    but whoever gathers little by little will increase it. (ESV) 



Prov. 28:20  A faithful man will abound with blessings,  

                 But he who makes haste to be rich will not go unpunished. 



Prov. 28:20  A faithful man will abound with blessings,  

                 But he who makes haste to be rich will not go unpunished. 

Prov. 28:22  A man with an evil eye hastens after wealth  

                 And does not know that want will come upon him. 



Prov. 21:5  The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage,  

               But everyone who is hasty comes surely to poverty.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

A. With Restraint



Prov. 13:7  There is one who pretends to be rich, but has nothing;  

            Another pretends to be poor, but has great wealth.



Prov. 21:17  He who loves pleasure will become a poor man;  

                    He who loves wine and oil will not become rich.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

A. With Restraint 

B. With Contentment



“Christian contentment is that sweet, inward, quiet, gracious frame of 
spirit, which freely submits to and delights in God's wise and fatherly 
disposal in every condition.”  

― Jeremiah Burroughs, The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment



“My brethren, the reason why you do not have contentment in the things 
of the world is not that you do not have enough of them. The reason is 
that they are not things proportional to that immortal soul of yours that is 
capable of God Himself.”  

― Jeremiah Burroughs, The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment



Prov. 13:25  The righteous has enough to satisfy his appetite,  

                But the stomach of the wicked is in need.



Phil 4:11 Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in 
whatever circumstances I am. 12 I know how to get along with humble 
means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every 
circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, 
both of having abundance and suffering need. 13 I can do all things 
through Him who strengthens me. 



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

A. With Restraint 

B. With Contentment 

C. With Perspective



Matt. 6:19   “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 “But 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.



“When the heart of a man has nothing to do, but to be busy about 
creature-comforts, every little thing troubles him; but when the heart is 
taken up with the weighty things of eternity, with the great things of 
eternal life, the things of here below that disquieted it before are things 
now of no consequence to him in comparison with the other.”  

― Jeremiah Burroughs, The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

A. Its Fleeting Nature



Prov. 23:4     Do not weary yourself to gain wealth,  

                   Cease from your consideration of it. 

               5     When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. 

                   For wealth certainly makes itself wings  

                   Like an eagle that flies toward the heavens.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

A. Its Fleeting Nature 

B. Its Deception



Prov. 18:11  A rich man’s wealth is his strong city,  

                 And like a high wall in his own imagination.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

A. Its Fleeting Nature 

B. Its Deception 

C. Its Limits



Prov. 11:4  Riches do not profit in the day of wrath,  

               But righteousness delivers from death.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

V. Valuing Money



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

V. Valuing Money

A. Wisdom is Better



Prov. 3:13  How blessed is the man who finds wisdom  

               And the man who gains understanding. 

       14   For her profit is better than the profit of silver  

             And her gain better than fine gold.



Prov. 8:10  “Take my instruction and not silver,  

            And knowledge rather than choicest gold. 

          11  “For wisdom is better than jewels;  

            And all desirable things cannot compare with her.



Prov. 16:16  How much better it is to get wisdom than gold!  

                 And to get understanding is to be chosen above silver.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

V. Valuing Money

A. Wisdom is Better 

B. Fear of the Lord is Better



Prov. 15:16  Better is a little with the fear of the LORD  

                 Than great treasure and turmoil with it.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

V. Valuing Money

A. Wisdom is Better 

B. Fear of the Lord is Better 

C. Love is Better  



Prov 15:17  Better is a dish of vegetables where love is  

              Than a fattened ox served with hatred. 



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

V. Valuing Money

A. Wisdom is Better 

B. Fear of the Lord is Better 

C. Love is Better  

D. Righteousness is Better



Prov. 16:8  Better is a little with righteousness  

              Than great income with injustice.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

V. Valuing Money

A. Wisdom is Better 

B. Fear of the Lord is Better 

C. Love is Better 

D. Righteousness is Better 

E. Humility is Better



Prov. 16:19  It is better to be humble in spirit with the lowly  

                   Than to divide the spoil with the proud.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

V. Valuing Money

A. Wisdom is Better 

B. Fear of the Lord is Better 

C. Love is Better 

D. Righteousness is Better 

E. Humility is Better 

F. Peace is Better



Prov. 17:1     Better is a dry morsel and quietness with it  

                  Than a house full of feasting with strife.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

V. Valuing Money

A. Wisdom is Better 

B. Fear of the Lord is Better 

C. Love is Better 

D. Righteousness is Better 

E. Humility is Better 

F. Peace is Better 

G. Integrity is Better



Prov. 28:6  Better is the poor who walks in his integrity  

             Than he who is crooked though he be rich.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

V. Valuing Money

A. Wisdom is Better 

B. Fear of the Lord is Better 

C. Love is Better 

D. Righteousness is Better 

E. Humility is Better 

F. Peace is Better 

G. Integrity is Better 

H. Kindness is Better



Prov. 19:22  What is desirable in a man is his kindness (ֶחסֶד),  

                  And it is better to be a poor man than a liar.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

V. Valuing Money

A. Wisdom is Better 

B. Fear of the Lord is Better 

C. Love is Better 

D. Righteousness is Better 

E. Humility is Better 

F. Peace is Better 

G. Integrity is Better 

H. Kindness is Better 

I. A Good Reputation is Better



Prov. 22:1     A good name is to be more desired than great wealth,  

                 Favor is better than silver and gold.



I. Earning Money 

II. Investing Money 

III. Spending Money 

IV. Knowing Money 

V. Valuing Money

A. Wisdom is Better 

B. Fear of the Lord is Better 

C. Love is Better 

D. Righteousness is Better 

E. Humility is Better 

F. Peace is Better 

G. Integrity is Better 

H. Kindness is Better 

I. A Good Reputation is Better



Col 2:3 In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.



Matt. 13:44   “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the 
field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field.



1. Which practical steps from Proverbs would you like 
to focus on regarding earning, investing or spending 
money? 

2. What Biblical truths have helped you fight the 
temptation of greed? 

3. How has your relationship to money changed since 
you became a believer? 


