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A Father’s Love - 1 Thessalonians 2:17-20 
Lord’s Day – July 18, 2012 – Chas Morse 

 

1 Thessalonians Outline: 
I.  Paul’s Greeting           1:1 
II. Paul’s Personal Thoughts         1:2-3:13 
 A. Thanksgiving for the Church   1:2-10 
 B. Reminders for the Church   2:1-16 
 C. Concerns for the Church   2:17-3:13 
  1. Recalling his continued absence from his beloved family  2:17-20 
  2. Ratifying his reason to send Timothy    3:1-5 
  3. Recording his relief with Timothy’s encouraging report  3:6-13  
 
II. Paul’s Practical Instructions         4:1-5:22 
Introduction:  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Key Verse: 
1 Thessalonians 2:17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while—in 

person, not in spirit—were all the more eager with great desire to see your face.  

Proposition: 
Paul demonstrates a true pastor’s heart with countless examples of shepherding those in the 
church. We as believers are commanded to exemplify this same shepherd’s heart as the Word 
of God is fleshed out in our lives, authenticating its divine origin and transforming power 
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Outline: 
I. Recalling his continued absence from his beloved spiritual family 
 (2:17-20). 

A. Paul’s Frustrated attempts to return (2:17-18) 
____________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________. 

1. Paul’s Emotional Separation (2:17a) 
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
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2. Paul’s Extreme Effort to Return (2:17b-18a)  
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

3. Paul’s Encumbrance by Satan (2:18b)  
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 
B. Paul’s Fathomless Affection (2:19-20) 
____________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________. 

1. Paul’s Question (2:19a) 
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
2. Paul’s Answer (2:19b) 
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
3.Paul’s Emphatic Answer Restated (2:20) 
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Application: 

1) Laminate yourself in the battle – Fight Selfishness  

2) Love brothers and sisters in Christ – Model Selflessness 

3) Legitimize Satan and his demons – Pray for God’s Providential Protection and Leading 

4) Live in light of God’s Eternal Reward – Bema Seat Reward Judgement 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Question: How are we perceived within the body of Christ? Do we possess and imitate 

these same loving qualities? How do we groom these traits in our own Christian life?  

Pastor John MacArthur: 
What did Paul use as motivation?  He was motivated by the anticipation of his Lord.  No wonder he was 
successful.  He loved his people, he understood his enemy, he anticipated his Lord. There it is.  You put those 
things into play in your own life and you will be a successful and effective servant of the Lord.  You give your 
life to your people, you're very alert to the enemy, you walk in the Spirit of God, you know when it's the 
enemy, and you anticipate the Lord. You live in the light of eternity.  Paul said, "Don't question my love, don't 
question it at all because you're everything to me, you're my crown."  That's how the servant of God must 
feel. 


