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God’s Sovereignty Verses 1–8 
The practice of sin will not prosper: it brings ourselves and others into danger. Once again, 
Abraham’s doubt in God’s protection proves unfounded, and again God not only overlooks 
Abraham’s lack of faith but also blesses Abraham despite the deceit he has perpetrated. 
 
Abraham leaves Mamre, and, after having sojourned at Kadesh and Shur, settles in Gerar, v. 1. 
Abimelech takes Sarah, Abraham having acknowledged her to be merely his sister, v. 2. 
Abimelech is warned by God in a dream to restore Sarah to her husband Abraham, v. 3. 
Abimelech asserts his innocence, v. 4-5. 
He is further warned and then obeys, v. 6-8. 
 
Justification by Faith Verses 9–13 
Abraham has much to be blamed for, even though the father of the faithful. These things are 
written for our warning, not for us to imitate. Even Abraham has nothing to glory in. He cannot 
be justified by his works, but must be dependent on faith for justification and that 
righteousness which is imputed to all who believe. 
 
Abimelech rebukes Abraham, v. 9. 
Abimelech examines Abraham, v. 10. 
Abraham vindicates his conduct, v. 11-13. 
Abraham confesses that he had been induced by fear, v. 11. 
Abraham then denies that he had lied, v. 12. 
Abraham tries to calm Abimelech by claiming no malicious intent, v. 13. 
 
God’s Mercy Verses 14–18 
Though the Lord rebuke, yet he will pardon and deliver his people, and he will give them 
favor in the sight of those with whom they sojourn; and overrule their infirmities, when 
they are humbled for them, so that they shall prove useful to themselves and others.  
 
Abraham profits greatly despite his deception, v. 14. 
Abimelech offers him a residence in any part of the land, v. 15. 
Sarah is justified, v. 16. 
Abraham prays and the curse of barrenness is removed from Abimelech and his household, v. 
17-18.  
 
Conclusion 
So, we are to learn from Abrahams one great strength, but also to learn from his many 
weaknesses. In fact, we are to discover that faith is the one principle that lifts any person 
beyond his inadequacies. (Hebrews 12:8-19) (cp. Acts14:15-17; Ps 37:35-36) (Gal6:9) 

1. By faith Abraham obeyed (God) 
2. By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise … desiring a better country, that is, a 

heavenly one 
3. By faith Abraham, … offered up Isaac … he considered that God is able 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ge20.1-8
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ge20.9-13
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ge20.14-18
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REFLECTIONS 
READER! let not the greatness of Abraham’s character tempt you to overlook 

Abraham’s infirmity. Alas! what is man in his highest attainments! Had not the Patriarch 
lost sight that Jehovah himself was his shield and his exceeding great reward, he need 
not have condescended to such a pitiful resource for the safety of his wife. God forbid, 
that this weakness of the Patriarch should ever be made a pretence for the sins of others, 
when we see how it displeased the Lord! 

Surely the Holy Ghost causeth the infirmities of the faithful to be recorded, in order 
to teach his people that most unquestionable truth; that there is not a just man upon 
earth, that doeth good and sinneth not; and to constrain the heart into the love of Jesus; 
whose perfect righteousness is the alone cause of justification before God. Dearest Lord! 
how increasingly sweet and interesting, in every renewed instance of human infirmity 
which I feel in myself, or meet with in others, is thy finished salvation to my view. Oh! do 
thou establish my soul in it more and more. Give me to see, and know that I am thine in 
an everlasting Covenant, which cannot be broken: that from having committed my soul-
concerns into thy hands; all my earthly interests I may safely leave at the disposal; and 
that the fear of man, as in the case of the Patriarch, may not bring a snare. 
 
Hawker, R. (2013). Poor Man’s Old Testament Commentary: Genesis–Numbers (Vol. 1, 
pp. 81–84). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 
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