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God’s Sovereignty Verses 1–8 

The practice of sin will not prosper: it brings ourselves and others into danger. 

Abraham repeats the mistake he made in Egypt God intervenes in both instances 

and prevents the human tragedy. God’s sovereign will is always in charge of 

human affairs. 

SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD - A theological term which refers to the unlimited 

power of God, who has sovereign control over the affairs of nature and history. 

The story of redemption from Genesis to Revelation is possible only because the 

sovereign God loves the created world, fallen though it is, and is able to do 

something about it.1 

Justification by Faith Verses 9–13 

Abraham has much to be blamed for, even though the father of the faithful. 

These things are written for our warning, not for us to imitate. Even Abraham 

has nothing to glory in. He cannot be justified by his works, but must be 

dependent on faith for justification and that righteousness which is imputed to 

all who believe. 

JUSTIFICATION - The process by which sinful human beings are made 

acceptable to a holy God.1 

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. Although the Lord Jesus has paid the price for our 

justification, it is through our faith that He is received and His righteousness is 

experienced and enjoyed (Rom 3:25-30). Faith is considered righteousness 

(Rom 4:3,9), not as the work of man (Rom 4:5), but as the gift and work of God 

(John 6:28-29; Phil 1:29).1 

God’s Grace and Mercy Verses 14–18 

Though the Lord rebuke, yet he will pardon and deliver his people, and he 

will give them favor in the sight of those with whom they sojourn; and 

overrule their infirmities, when they are humbled for them, so that they 

shall prove useful to themselves and others.  

GRACE - Favor or kindness shown without regard to the worth or merit of the 

one who receives it and in spite of what that same person deserves. Grace is 

one of the key attributes of God. 1 

MERCY - The aspect of God's love that causes Him to help the miserable, just 

as grace is the aspect of His love that moves Him to forgive the guilty. Those 

who are miserable may be so either because of breaking God's law or because 

of circumstances beyond their control.1 

 
1 from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers 
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Once again, Abraham’s doubt in God’s protection proves unfounded, and 

again God not only overlooks Abraham’s lack of faith but also blesses 

Abraham despite the deceit he has perpetrated. 

Acts 14: 15-17 “We also are men with the same nature as you 

Psalm 37: 1 “fret not because of evildoers, Nor be envious of the workers of 

iniquity”. 

Psalm 145: 9. “The Lord is good to all, And His tender mercies are over all His 

works”.  

Galatians 6: 9 “let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we 

shall reap if we do not lose heart”. 

Heb 11:8-19 focuses on four events in Abraham's life that God fondly 

remembers: 

(1) leaving Ur for an unknown, promised land,  

(2) staying in the land even in times of great deprivation and danger,  

(3) believing that God could give him a son when he and Sarah were past 

the age of having children, and  

(4) being willing to offer up Isaac, counting that God could raise him from 

the dead. 

 

“Not once in all this great survey of Abraham's progress in the life of faith does 
God refer to his past sin as if to shame him by a remembrance of it. It was 
forgiven and gone. It was forgotten. It is good to serve a God like that, a God 
who remains sovereign even when we doubt his ability to care for us, a God 
who remains gracious even when we sin. To serve a God like that is this world's 
greatest joy and opportunity. To know that he is like that is the greatest 
incentive you will ever have to keep from sinning.” (James Montgomery Boice) 
 


