
“The forceful simplicity of its sentences, the note of finality 
behind its utterances, the marvelous blending of gentle 
love and deep-cutting sternness of its contents, and the 
majesty of its ungarnished thoughts have made First John 
a favorite with Christians everywhere. The plainness of its 
language makes it intelligible to the simplest saint, while 
the profundity of its truths challenges the most 
accomplished scholar. Its grand theological revelations 
and its unwavering ethical demands have left their 
enduring impact upon the thought and life of the  
Christian church. First John is indeed a singular, 
irreplaceable gem among the books of the NT.”

~ D. Edmond Hiebert



An Introduction to 1 John
1 John

I. The Author:  John the Apostle
A. The Arguments for John the Apostle

1. External Arguments
• All the manuscripts identify “John” as the writer of this letter. 
• The unanimous testimony of the church is that John wrote this letter.

2. Internal Arguments
• The author writes with the authority of an apostle (4:6).
• The vocabulary and style of 1 John is very similar to John’s Gospel.
• The major themes of 1 John are very similar to John’s Gospel.
• There are similar phrases and expressions in both John’s Gospel in 1 John.
• The author’s claim to have been an eyewitness of Jesus fits with John (1:1-4).

B. A Biographical Sketch of John the Apostle
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II. The Date & Audience of 1 John:  90-95AD, to the Churches in Asia 
Minor
• The Gospel of John:  85-90 AD
• Three Epistles:  90-95 AD
• Revelation:  95-96 AD (near the end of Domitian’s reign)
• John wrote originally for the churches he served in Asia Minor during 

the final 30 years of his life.
• Cf. Jn. 17:20 - "I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also 

who believe in Me through their word.”

III. The Occasion of 1 John:  Defection of False Teachers & their 
Followers



Who are the False Teachers in 1 John?

1. Pre-Gnosticism?
• Matter is inherently evil and spirit is good.
• A special few—the initiated—have a higher knowledge of truth, a 

knowledge that’s gained mystically.
• Salvation is escape from the body, accomplished not by faith in the 

work of Christ but by higher knowledge.

2. Cerinthianism?
• The "spirit" of messiah descended on the human Jesus at his 

baptism and left him just before his crucifixion.
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IV. The Purpose of 1 John
A. Spiritual Protection (2:26-27; 3:7)
B. Personal Assurance 

1. The Assurance of Eternal Life (1:3-4; 5:13)
2. The Tests of Eternal Life

Ø Doctrinal:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ & His gospel?
• His Person (2:22-23; 4:2-3, 15; 5:1, 5, 10)
• His Work (1:7; 2:2; 3:5, 16; 4:9-10, 14; 5:11-12)

Ø Moral:  Do you obey Jesus Christ & His Word? (1:5-10; 3:4-
10, 22-24; 4:5-6)

Ø Social:  Do you love God & His people? (2:9, 11; 3:10-15)


