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Ambassadors Sunday School Class 

GENESIS CHAPTER 21 PART 1 

Faithful men love to dwell upon the evidences of a faithful God.1 

 

In Genesis chapter 21we have,  

I. Isaac, the child of promise born into Abraham’s family (v. 1–8).  

II. Ishmael, the son of the bondwoman, cast out of it (v. 9–21).  

III. Abraham’s league with his neighbor Abimelech (v. 22–32).  

IV. His devotion to his God (v. 33). 

Verses 1–8 

Now we see God starting to fulfill his covenantal promises of land and 

descendants to Abraham in real life terms. There is no great literary fanfare 

about the announcement of Isaac’s birth. But Isaac was brought into the 

world with more expectation than many in the Old Testament. He was the 

way to that seed which God had promised so long ago and holy men so long 

expected. In this account of the first days of Isaac we observe: 

I. The fulfilling of God’s promise in the conception and birth of Isaac. 

1. Isaac was born according to the promise. v. 1(see page 2) 

2. He was born by virtue of the promise at the appointed time. v. 2 (see Heb 

11:11; 2 Peter 1:4) 

II. Abraham’s obedience to God’s precept (a command or principle governing 

action) concerning Isaac. 

1. He named him, as God commanded him, v. 3 (see Gen 17:19 

2. He circumcised him, v. 4. (see Gen 17:10-12) 

3. The power of God displayed, v. 5 (see Gen 11:30; Gal4:23) 

III. The impressions which this mercy made upon Sarah. 

1. It filled her with joy, v. 6 (see Ps 119:73) 

2. It filled her with wonder, v. 7 (see Eph 3:20; 2 Sam 7:18) 

IV. A short account of Isaac’s infancy, v. 8.  

 
1 Hawker, R. (2013). Poor Man’s Old Testament Commentary: Genesis–Numbers (Vol. 1, pp. 

84–89). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 
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The two little phrases “as He had said” and “as He had spoken” are the 

understated “I told you so’s” of God for all the record. Thus far in the narrative, 

God has provided five distinct occasions wherein He delivered, reiterated, and 

amplified His promise to Abraham.  

1. Genesis 12: 1-3 was given as a general overview of the blessing.  

2. Genesis 13: 14-17 stressed ownership and expansion. Abraham was told 

to look and see the land— it is yours forever— and that his seed would 

be like the “dust of the earth,” impossible to number.  

3. Genesis 15: 4-21 offered much more detail: The heir will come 

specifically from Abram’s seed (v. 4); the seed will outnumber the stars 

(v. 5) and will be strangers in a strange land for 400 years (v. 13). Even in 

that forced exile, the nation that will enslave them will give them great 

riches (v. 14), and ultimately Abram’s descendants will occupy a vast 

land (vv. 18-21)  

4. Genesis 17: 1-21 stressed the specificity of the blessing. Again, Abraham 

was told that he would father many nations (vv. 4-6) because God was 

establishing an everlasting covenant with him (vv. 7, 13). Then God 

specially insisted that Abraham and Sarah would bear Isaac (v. 21).  

5. Genesis 18: 10-14 provided the famous rhetorical question “Is anything 

too hard for the Lord?” and focused on the timing of the birth of Isaac. 2 

 

REFLECTIONS3 

The long exercise of Abraham and Sarah’s faith respecting this child of 

promise, and the happy issue of it, may serve to teach us how sure God’s 

promises are; and the certainty, that those who, with faith and patience, 

wait the fulfillment of the divine promises, shall not be disappointed of 

their hope. It is exceedingly precious upon all occasions to remark, the 

Lord’s gracious dealings with his people. Faithful men love to dwell 

upon the evidences of a faithful God. 

 

 
2 Henry M Morris III. The Book of Beginnings: A Practical Guide to Understanding Genesis (Kindle Locations 7365 

7423). Institute for Creation Research. 
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