
Prayer



1. Worship  

2. Bible Study  

3. Evangelism  

4. Service  

5. Fellowship  

6. Prayer
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Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for things agreeable 
to his will, in the name of Christ, with confession of our sins, and 
thankful acknowledgment of his mercies.



I. The Priority of Prayer 

A. Described 

1. In the Lives of the Saints 

2. In the Life of the Church



Acts 1:14 These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves 
to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with His brothers. 

Acts 2:42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Acts 6:4 “But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of 
the word.”



Luke 19:46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘AND MY HOUSE SHALL BE 
A HOUSE OF PRAYER,’ but you have made it a ROBBERS’ DEN.”



I. The Priority of Prayer 

A. Described 

1. In the Lives of the Saints 

2. In the Life of the Church 

3. In the Life of Christ



Luke 5:16 But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness 
and pray. 

Luke 6:12   It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, 
and He spent the whole night in prayer to God.



I. The Priority of Prayer 

A. Described 

B. Prescribed



Col. 4:2   Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an 
attitude of thanksgiving.
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I. The Priority of Prayer 

II. The Problem of Prayer 

A. Our Human Weakness



Matt 26:40 And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, 
and said to Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one 
hour? 41 “Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into 
temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”



Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as 
we are, yet without sin.



I. The Priority of Prayer 

II. The Problem of Prayer 

A. Our Human Weakness 

B. Our Unrepentant Sin



Psalm 66:18  If I regard wickedness in my heart,  

               The Lord will not hear. 

Prov. 28:9  He who turns away his ear from listening to the law,  

           Even his prayer is an abomination. 



I. The Priority of Prayer 

II. The Problem of Prayer 

A. Our Human Weakness 

B. Our Unrepentant Sin 

C. Our Fallen Nature
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I. The Priority of Prayer 

II. The Problem of Prayer 

III. The Pattern of Prayer 

A. The Lord’s Prayer



Direction Desire

Our Father in Heaven You desire a relationship with God as Father (majestic)

Hallowed by Your name You desire God to be honored and praised

Your Kingdom come You desire God to rule through the gospel (now/future)

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven You desire obedience to God for self and all nations

Give us this day our daily bread You desire His gracious supply of all your needs

And forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors.

You desire His cleansing and unhindered fellowship 
with God. You desire the grace to freely forgive others.

And do not lead us into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. You desire holiness and God’s strength to resist sin.
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I. The Priority of Prayer 
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III. The Pattern of Prayer 

A. The Lord’s Prayer 

B. Paul’s Prayers 

C. ACTS



A - Adoration 

C - Confession 

T - Thanksgiving 

S - Supplication (Request)
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I. The Priority of Prayer 

II. The Problem of Prayer 

III. The Pattern of Prayer 

A. The Lord’s Prayer 

B. Paul’s Prayers 

C. ACTS 

D. The Psalms 

E. All Scripture



“Always respond to every impulse to pray. The impulse to pray may 
come when you are reading or when you are battling with a text. I 
would make an absolute law of this – always obey such an impulse.



Where does it come from? It is the work of the Holy Spirit (Phil 
2:12-13). This often leads to some of the most remarkable 
experiences in the life of the minister. So never resist, never postpone 
it, never push it aside because you are busy. Give yourself to it, yield 
to it; and you will find not only that you have not been wasting time 
with respect to the matter with which you are dealing but that actually 
it has helped you greatly in that respect.



You will experience an ease and a facility in understanding what you 
were reading, in thinking, in ordering matter for a sermon, in writing, in 
everything which is quite astonishing. Such a call to prayer must 
never be regarded as a distraction; always respond to it immediately, 
and thank God if it happens to you frequently." (Preaching & 
Preachers, 170-171)”
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I. The Priority of Prayer 

II. The Problem of Prayer 

III. The Pattern of Prayer 

IV. Purpose of Prayer 

A. The Glory of God 

B. The Submission of Our Will to God’s Will



I. The Priority of Prayer 

II. The Problem of Prayer 

III. The Pattern of Prayer 

IV. The Purpose of Prayer 

V. The Promise of Prayer



John 14:14 “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. 

John 16:23 “In that day you will not question Me about anything. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He 
will give it to you.



1 John 5:14 This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if 
we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 



John 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”



John 15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me 
and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do 
nothing.” 

John 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”



John 16:23 Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything 
in My name, He will give it to you. 
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VI. The Persons of Prayer 

A. The Father 

B. The Son



John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father but through Me.”



Heb. 10:19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the 
holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which 
He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and since 
we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with 
a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water.



John 14:13 “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son.



I. The Priority of Prayer 

II. The Problem of Prayer 

III. The Pattern of Prayer 

IV. The Purpose of Prayer 

V. The Promise of Prayer 

VI. The Persons of Prayer 

A. The Father 

B. The Son 

C. The Spirit



Rom. 8:15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear 
again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we 
cry out, “Abba! Father!”



Gal 4:4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His 
Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might 
redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons. 6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the 
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”
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VII.The Privilege of Prayer



1 Pet 3:18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the 
unjust, so that He might bring us to God.



Eph. 2:12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, 
excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ . . . 16 [that he] might reconcile 
them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to 
death the enmity. 17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO 
YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE 
NEAR; 18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to 
the Father.
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VIII.The Pursuit of Prayer



Psalm 119 

18  Open my eyes, that I may behold  

 Wonderful things from Your law.  

36  Incline my heart to Your testimonies  

 And not to dishonest gain. 

37  Turn away my eyes from looking at vanity,  

 And revive me in Your ways. 

38  Establish Your word to Your servant,  

 As that which produces reverence for You. 

Psalm 86 

11   Teach me Your way, O LORD;  

 I will walk in Your truth;  

 Unite my heart to fear Your name. 

Psalm 91 

14  O satisfy us in the morning with Your lovingkindness,  

 That we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 




